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Abstract

This article examines the emergence of political Islam in Afghanistan. Over
the past two centuries, the country has been a stage for the confrontation of
diverse and often conflicting ideologies. Supporters of these ideologies have
pursued political struggles at multiple levels, ranging from discursive contes-
tation to armed resistance, in order to gain political power and implement
their ideological objectives. Among these, political Islam as an ideology has,
from the outset, posed significant challenges to the stability and durability of
Afghanistan’s political systems up to the present day. The central question of
this study is to investigate the political and social contexts underlying the rise
of political Islam in Afghanistan. Based on the data, it is assumed that the roots
of Afghan political Islam lie in the ideas and intellectual legacy of Jamal al-Din
al-Afghani. Furthermore, political Islam in Afghanistan has been shaped by var-
ious currents: influenced by Turkish political Islam through Mahmud Tarzi, by
Sufi Islam through the Mujaddidi and Gilani families, and by Deobandi Islam
through Indian teachers. In its modern form, however, it entered Afghanistan
through the return of graduates from al-Azhar University in Egypt, aligned with
the Muslim Brotherhood’s thought, and students returning from Qom in Iran,
carrying Shi‘a perspectives. This research is exploratory in nature and employs
the method of historical sociology with a descriptive-analytical approach.
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