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Abstract

Linguistic discourse and its application in the analysis of texts and speeches
play a pivotal role in facilitating systematic interpretations of verbal and textu-
al materials. Speech act theory, as proposed by John Searle for discourse analy-
sis, constitutes a key framework within linguistics. This study employs Searle’s
speech act theory to examine Ayatollah Khamenei’s Friday prayer sermon in
Tehran following the martyrdom of Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah (2024/10/4),
scrutinizing the speech acts employed by the Leader of the Islamic Revolution.
The research adopts a mixed-methods approach, integrating quantitative (de-
scriptive statistics) and qualitative (descriptive-explanatory) analyses. Data
were collected through purposive sampling, with content validity established
via focused group consensus. The results indicate that assertive acts exhibit-
ed the highest frequency (49.42%), followed by expressive acts (26.43%), di-
rective acts (16.10%), commissive acts (5.75%), and declarative acts (2.30%).
The predominance of assertive acts underscores the Leader’s intent, as head
of the Islamic Revolution and Resistance Front, to enlighten and raise socie-
tal awareness regarding recent events, including the assassinations leading to
the martyrdom of Ismail Haniyeh (2024/5/31) and Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah
(2024/10/4), as well as Iran’s missile strikes against Israel under Operation
True Promise 1 (2024/4/13) and True Promise 2 (2024/10/1).
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