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Abstract

Globalization and glocalization have given rise to new diplomatic tools and op-
portunities in the international arena, such as paradiplomacy and the potential
offered by Diasporas. The convergence of these opportunities opens new horizons
in political science, international relations, and statecraft. This article examines the
paradiplomatic capacities of the Iranian diaspora in Turkey and assesses their abili-
ty to strengthen cultural, economic, and political relations between the two nations.
Paradiplomacy serves as an informal bridge between countries, fostering cross-bor-
der cooperation, and the importance of leveraging diaspora communities in the three
key areas of economy, politics, and culture is growing worldwide. Given the increas-
ing significance of this approach in the foreign policy apparatus of states, this article
explores the paradiplomatic capacities of the Iranian diaspora in Turkey, aiming to
introduce a new horizon of opportunities for advancing national interests. From this
perspective, the central research question arises: What paradiplomatic capacities
does the Iranian diaspora in Turkey possess, and how can these capacities influence
bilateral relations? The findings emphasize that “the Iranian diaspora holds signifi-
cant paradiplomatic potential in cultural, social, economic, and occasionally political
dimensions, which can contribute to strengthening Iran-Turkey relations.” It should
be noted that the methodology of this article is causal, based on cause-and-effect
analysis, and data collection was conducted through library research and interviews.
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Foreign population by country of citizenship, 2022, 2023

2022 2023
Vatandasglk iilkesi Toplam Erkek Kadin Toplam Erkek Kadin
Country of citizenship Total Wale Female Total Male Female
Toplam-Total 1823836 902124 921712 1570 543 762 672 807 871
Irak-lrag 275305 140 973 134 332 217 476 109 851 107 625
Afganistan-Afghanistan 186 160 109123 77 037 164 131 95 538 68593
Almanya-Germany 110 453 54 532 55921 114 203 56 712 57 581
Tiirkmenistan-Turkmenistan 116 447 59 037 57 410 110 349 52514 57 835
Rusya Federasyonu-Russian Federation 151 049 75060 75980 102 585 46 779 55 B06
iran-Iran 117 026 56 827 60199 101 164 47 384 53780
Suriye-Syria 99 360 5%38h 47 975 79952 40 257 39 695
Azerbaycan-Azerbaijan 68 B84 31558 37 326 70971 33287 37 684
Ozbekistan-Uzhekistan 61754 18 691 43 063 54 504 17 010 37 584
Kazakistan-Kazakhstan 45 530 18 845 26 685 44133 18 437 25 696
Ukrayna-Ukraine 50 357 13977 36 380 40 483 11463 29020
Misir-Egypt 33 040 18618 14 422 28 451 15 848 12603
Kirgizistan-kyrgyzstan 24 485 i 132 17 363 22477 6781 15696
Avusturya-Austria 21311 11 525 9786 22102 11934 10 168
Filistin-Palestine 26278 15523 10755 21612 12 358 9254
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