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Available Online: 11/9/2025 With the globalization of the economy, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has emerged
as a complex model of the convergence between global economic integration and de-
velopment. As the country has positioned itself within the trajectory of globalization,
extensive investments and the growth of various industries have played a pivotal role
in this transformation. One of the significant consequences of this process has been
the increasing relevance of gender diversity in workforce development and the gen-
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economic globalization on the commodification of gender, with a specific focus on
the UAE as a case study. By analyzing the influence of economic globalization on the
industrial and social development of the UAE, this article explores how globaliza-
tion has contributed to the commodification of gender in this country. Employing
an international political economy approach and drawing on the theories of realism,
liberalism, and structuralism, the study argues that economic globalization by em-
phasizing capital accumulation and attracting foreign investment has laid the founda-
tion for the UAE’s rapid industrialization. This emphasis on profit maximization and
capital accumulation has led to the commodification of individuals and the objecti-
fication of gender in economic terms. Consequently, in pursuit of a capital-attractive
and employment-generating industry, the conditions for the proliferation of the sex
work phenomenon have been facilitated. The findings of this research indicate that,
as economic globalization becomes an undeniable force and nations strive to secure
a position in the global economy.
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