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Abstract

The international image of West Asia is strongly linked to terrorism, especially af-
ter the September 11 incident. This has been aggravated by the emergence of ISIS
and its countless attacks in all parts of the world and the use of limitless violence.
Many attempts have been made to explain terrorism, but most of them have not
considered social capital as an interdisciplinary concept in this field. Accordingly,
the main question of the article is: What impact did social capital have on terror-
ism in West Asia between 2007 and 2020? To answer the mentioned question,
a quantitative method was used, and the data collection method was based on
documents and using existing databases (secondary analysis). SPSS version 22
software was also used for data analysis. Data analysis using Pearson's correla-
tion coefficient and stepwise multivariate linear regression indicates that inter-
national social capital explains 50% of the changes in the number of terrorist
groups, while international trust explains approximately 83% of the changes. It
explains the number of attacks by terrorist groups. Finally, institutional partic-
ipation explains approximately 37% of the intensity of violence committed by
terrorist groups. According to the beta values, it can be argued that social capital
has had a positive effect on the number of terrorist groups. Institutional partic-
ipation and international trust have had a negative and positive impact on the
intensity of violence and the number of attacks by terrorist groups, respectively.
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