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Abstract

In the age of social media, politicians utilize platforms such as Twitter (now X) to
shape public opinion and advance political objectives. This study employs thematic
analysis using a thematic network approach to examine power relations in the tweets
of Donald Trump, former President of the United States, concerning Iran. The linguis-
tic corpus comprises over 240 tweets published between 2014 and 2021. In total, 27
basic codes were extracted from the tweets, with a cumulative frequency of 678 in-
stances. These codes were organized into 10 basic themes and 5 organizing themes:1.
Projecting U.S. hegemony and directly threatening Iran; 2. Undermining the past to
construct present power: the JCPOA and the Obama administration;3. Applying
maximum pressure: sanctions and economic isolation;4. Delegitimizing the Iranian
regime and supporting domestic opposition; and5. Personalization of power and the
display of Trump’s individual authority.All themes are situated under one overarching
global theme: The representation and exercise of power relations in Trump’s tweets
about Iran.The findings reveal that Trump's discourse on Twitter regarding Iran is
heavily centered on unilateral displays of power; personalization of foreign policy, and
a binary portrayal of “us as strong” versus “them as weak.” This discourse employs
strategies such as threats, sanctions, delegitimization, and leader-centered narratives
to establish a hegemonic account of U.S.-Iran relations. The study demonstrates how
social media can serve as a powerful arena for the production and representation of
complex political power dynamics at the international level.
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