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The Position of Imam Ali (AS) in the Eyes of the Nagshbandis: A
Case Study of the Fasl Al-Khattab and the Shavahid Al-Nubuvvah

Mojtaba Soltani Ahmadi/! Zahra Sayyafi/* Yazdan Farrokhi/3
Abstract

In some recent studies, the Nagshbandiyya has been presented as a Sunni
Salafi order and as a practical reaction to the growth of Shiite Sufi
dynasties such as Nematullahiyya and Kubrawiyya. In this order, special
emphasis was placed on Abu Bakr as the head of the Nagshbandiyya
lineage, and at least one of the lineages ended with the first caliph. Such
a view leads to the conclusion that the position of the first caliph would
be higher than that of Imam Ali (a.s.) as the fourth caliph of the Prophet
(pbuh). However, an examination of the Nagshbandiyya texts shows the
opposite. Therefore, it is necessary to see what was the status of Imam Ali
(a.s.) among the early Nagshbandiyya, compared to the first three
caliphs? The answer to this question will better acquaint us with the
religious tendencies of the Nagshbandiyya order, especially in its early
period. To answer this question, the position of Imam Ali (a.s.) in two
ancient Nagshbandi books, namely Fasl al-Khattab and Shahid al-
Nubawh, was examined. The findings of this research indicate that despite
paying great attention to the first caliph, the Nagshbandis never sought to
diminish the position of Imam Ali (AS) and, like other dynasties, they
insisted on the love of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), especially Imam Ali (AS), in
accordance with the requirements of the times. Therefore, while accepting
the principle that one of the factors for the emergence of the
Nagshbandiyyah was the reaction against the prosperity of Shiite Sufi
sects, the lack of attention paid by this dynasty to Imam Ali (AS) cannot
be considered close to historical reality. This research has been
conducted using a historical method and a descriptive-analytical
approach.

Keywords: Nagshbandiyya, Timurids, Rashidin Caliphs, Imam Ali (AS),
Sufi texts.
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