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Abstract

One of the most remarkable aspects of the personality of the Supreme
Leader of Iran is his Qur’anic dimension. This aspect is grounded in
methods that can be utilized in Qur’anic studies and activities. The book
“An Outline of Islamic Thought in the Qur'an” is among the finest works
through which this objective can be achieved. It is rich with creative and
inspiring methods that are particularly beneficial for teachers, trainers,
and Qur’anic scholars.

This study, using library-based documentary research and descriptive-
analytical methods, examines the Leader’s creative and inspiring
approaches presented in this book. Among the most important findings of
this research is a deeper and more complete understanding of scientific
and practical skills—such as explaining conceptual systems, networking
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verses, methods of entering discussions, as well as teaching style and
classroom management—implemented by the Supreme Leader and
applicable for researchers, teachers, and instructors.

Keywords
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, method, exegesis, verse networking, An Outline of
Islamic Thought in the Qur’an.

Extended Abstract

One of the most remarkable dimensions of the Supreme Leader of Iran’s
personality is his Qur’anic orientation—a feature rooted in methodological
principles that can be effectively employed in Qur’anic studies and
educational activities. The book An Outline of Islamic Thought in the
Qur’an stands as one of his key works in reviving Islamic thought and
articulating his intellectual system. According to the Supreme Leader, the
content of this book provided the intellectual foundations necessary for
establishing an Islamic system (Khamenei, 2013, p. 20). Today, this book
is even taught at certain universities. Given this background, examining
the book’s creative and inspiring methods can be highly beneficial for
researchers, educators, and teachers, and can also contribute to a clearer
and more comprehensive understanding of the Supreme Leader’s
intellectual personality. Such understanding may aid in reconstructing
other dimensions of his thought—areas not directly addressed in this work
but needed by contemporary society—and may even provide inspiration
for religious education curricula. Although many of the Leader’s
approaches to presenting doctrinal teachings have been discussed in
collections based largely on oral history, these methods have not yet been
organized and presented coherently, systematically, and within a
structured model. This gap represents a key academic need in this field.
The purpose of this article is to help fill this gap by presenting the
Supreme Leader’s approaches and methods—particularly as reflected in
An Outline of Islamic Thought in the Qurian—in a documented,
structured, and systematic manner, allowing these methods to be
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understood and utilized within a clear framework. Using library-based
documentary analysis and descriptive—analytical methodology, this study
examines the creative and inspiring pedagogical and exegetical techniques
employed by the Supreme Leader in the aforementioned work. Among the
most important outcomes of this research is a deeper understanding of his
scientific and practical abilities, including system explanation, verse
networking, methods of entering and developing discussions, teaching
style, and classroom management—skills that can be applied by
researchers, teachers, and instructors.

The creative and inspiring methods of An Outline of Islamic Thought
in the Quran may be examined under two main categories:
methodological dimensions and content-related dimensions. Although the
content-related themes can also be viewed within the methodological
space, they are presented separately here to highlight their conceptual
importance.

Methodological dimensions include: repetition and reminder; use of
educational aids (handouts, Qur’an recitation, etc.); drawing attention to
the audience’s intuitive misunderstandings before correcting them;
teaching research methodology; asking questions to engage the audience;
fostering reflective thinking during lectures and public sessions (treated
like classroom settings); encouraging critique, evaluation, and following
the best interpretation; addressing mental doubts that hinder the progress
of discussion; blending seriousness with humor for effective
communication; session management for optimal audience benefit;
teaching ethics and pre-class preparation; presenting material in fresh and
renewed language; extending discussions to sustain audience engagement;
explaining the scientific process behind the presentation; treating lectures
as structured lessons; and avoiding rigidity or pride in one’s views while
maintaining a sincere and humble demeanor.

Content-related dimensions include: step-by-step and word-by-word
translation of verses to enhance audience familiarity and learning; using
poetry, analogies, and relevant historical examples; encouraging
contemplation and direct engagement with the Qur’an; repeatedly
reminding audiences to apply what they learn; active, contemporary, and
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functional translation of religious concepts in contrast to passive
translation; sensitizing audiences to common translation errors; the role
of supplication (du‘a) as a form of intellectual struggle; considering
different audience levels and tailoring material accordingly; explaining
interpretive methodology; identifying the priorities in foundational issues
when presenting Islamic thought; and introducing relevant sources at
appropriate stages.
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