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A Comparative Approach to the Semantic Components of
Khuruj in the Qur’an with Emphasis on Conceptual Relations

Rahman Oshriyehl Seyyed Mohammad Yasin Mortazavi>

%3 Abstract

One of the effective methods for gaining deeper understanding and
uncovering semantic subtleties in religious texts is the analysis of
conceptual relations among words and the examination of their semantic
structures. This approach is particularly important in the study of
Qur’anic texts, which possess remarkable linguistic and semantic richness.
The present study, using a systematic semantic-analysis approach and
employing a descriptive—analytical method, identifies and analyzes the
semantic concept of khuruj (exit/emergence) and the words that share the
highest number of semantic components with this concept. The findings
indicate that khuriy refers, in its general sense, to emergence and
manifestation. Buruz denotes emerging and becoming apparent after
being hidden, and it often refers to scenes of battle and combat. Buziigh
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emphasizes the beginning of rising and appearing, along with gradual
unfolding. Shurigq refers to the direction and place of rising. Tulii* means
appearing and manifesting, and also rising and gaining prominence.
Zuhur refers to becoming visible after being concealed. Budiiw applies to
anything that comes into existence suddenly and initially, beginning
something new and unprecedented. Futur refers to splitting and opening
something firm and solid over a long duration. Despite their shared
general semantic domain of “khuriij,” these words contain subtle semantic
distinctions that significantly influence their precise usage across different
Qur’anic contexts. These nuances play a major role not only in
understanding the exact meaning of the verses but also in their
interpretation and exegesis.

Keywords
Khuruj, comparative approach, semantic components, conceptual
relations.

Extended Abstract

This study, grounded in the science of semantics, aims to conduct a
semantic analysis of the concept of khuruj (“emergence/exit”) as it
appears in the Qur’an through various related terms such as buruz,
buzugh, shuruq, tulu‘, zuhur, budu, and futur. These terms occur in
different semantic fields within the Qur’anic text, each carrying its own
specific connotations. Semantic examination of these words across diverse
Qur’anic contexts leads to a more comprehensive understanding of the
overarching concept of “appearance” and clarifies the precise semantic
relationships among these terms.

In recent years, systematic studies in the field of semantics—especially
within the analysis of religious texts—have witnessed significant growth
and have increasingly become an essential tool in religious scholarship.
This development has given rise to new approaches among scholars in
religious and human sciences, approaches that rely on semantic analysis
as a foundational method. Semantics, as a discipline concerned with the
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analysis of meanings, semantic structures, and the relationships among
words, serves in this research as the principal tool for examining religious
texts, particularly the Qur’an. This scientific approach enables researchers
not only to study the surface meanings of words but also to uncover
deeper semantic layers and more complex interconnections among
various concepts. The Qur’an, with its profound semantic structure,
employs vocabulary in multiple contexts and with diverse implications.
This characteristic makes precise and comprehensive analysis of Qur’anic
vocabulary particularly necessary. Therefore, this study aims to move
beyond superficial lexical analysis and to examine intricate semantic
relationships that may not be immediately apparent to readers. By doing
so, scholars are able to interpret religious, social, philosophical, and even
scientific concepts within the Qur’an with greater clarity.

The findings of this study clearly contribute to illuminating the
semantic relationships among various Qur’anic terms. A precise analysis
of the vocabulary associated with the concept of “appearance” not only
enhances understanding of the individual meaning of each term but also
clarifies the complex semantic connections among them. This research
can assist scholars in providing more accurate interpretations of Qur’anic
concepts and will serve as an effective tool—particularly for researchers in
Qur’anic studies and religious studies—in future analyses of religious
concepts and the precise meanings of Qur’anic vocabulary. Furthermore,
this study may lead to deeper comprehension of Qur’anic and religious
texts and open new horizons for future research in this field.

Using a systematic semantic approach and the descriptive—analytical
method, the present study identifies and semantically analyzes the
concept of khuruj and the words that share the greatest number of
common semantic components with it.

The findings indicate that khuruj denotes the general meaning of
“Zuhur” or “Buruz.” Buruz refers to emergence and appearance after being
hidden, and it often relates to scenes of battle and confrontation. Buzugh
emphasizes the beginning of rising, appearance, and gradual unfolding.
Shuruq indicates the direction or place of rising. Tulu® means appearance
or emerging and also connotes rising and gaining prominence. Zuhur
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refers to becoming manifest after concealment. Budu applies to anything
that comes into existence suddenly and originally, marking the beginning
of something new. Futur denotes splitting or opening something firm and
solid over an extended period.

Despite their shared general semantic domain of “emergence,” these
terms possess subtle semantic distinctions that play a significant role in
their precise application within various Qur’anic contexts. These
differences influence not only the understanding of the exact meanings of
the verses but also their interpretation and exegetical implications.
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