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Abstract

One of the particles in the Arabic language that is used with both
conditional and non-conditional meanings is the particle law (). This
article discusses the various meanings of law, including past-tense
condition, future condition, and the law that functions like a verbal noun.
Special emphasis is placed on one of its meanings—tamanni
(wish/desire). It is shown that although grammarians have called it a
“verbal-noun particle” (harf masdari) that does not actually yield a verbal
noun through interpretation, they have not pointed out that semantically
it conveys the meaning of wishing. This is especially the case when it is
used with the verb wadda (to wish/like) or its derivatives, as mentioned in
grammar and parsing books—details that exceed the scope of this paper.
Using a descriptive—analytical and library-based method, and relying on
Quranic verses, the views of commentators, scholars of Arabic literature,
and the author’s own grammatical-parsing analysis, this article seeks to
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highlight the meaning of wishing conveyed by law in selected verses. It
also attempts to remove the need for assuming ellipses or engaging in
forced interpretations of meaning.

Keywords
Verbal-noun particle, tamanni, parsing, exegesis, interpretation.

Extended Abstract

Indeed, the Noble Quran, this divine book, is described by Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) as a sea whose water-bearers cannot empty it: “A sea
that those who draw from it cannot exhaust” (Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon
198). And as the Lord of all worlds says: “Indeed, We have sent down the
Reminder, and indeed, We will be its guardian” (Al-Hijr, 9). One of the
particles in the Arabic language used with both conditional and non-
conditional meanings is law (). This article discusses the use of law in
various senses, including past-tense condition, future condition, and the
law functioning as a verbal noun (law masdari). Special emphasis is
placed on one of its meanings—tamanni (wish/desire). It is shown that
although grammarians have called it a “verbal-noun particle” that does
not yield a verbal noun through interpretation, they have not noted that
semantically it conveys the meaning of wishing, especially when it is used
with the verb wadda (to wish/like) or its derivatives, as mentioned in
grammatical and parsing books—details which are beyond the scope of
this article.

Using a descriptive—analytical and library-based method, and relying
on Quranic verses, the views of commentators, scholars of Arabic
literature, and the author’s own grammatical-parsing analysis, this article
seeks to highlight the meaning of wishing conveyed by law in selected
verses, while eliminating the need for assuming ellipses or forced
interpretations of meaning.

This article discusses the use of law in various senses:

1. Past-tense condition: This conveys causality between two clauses
following law in the past tense. In this respect, it differs from in (o)
al-shartiyya, which establishes causality between two clauses
following in in the future tense.
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2. Future condition: Here, law indicates a conditional meaning in
the future but is not a jussive particle, unlike in al-shartiyya, which
requires jussive mood.

3. Verbal-noun law: Unlike the verbal-noun particle an, law as a
verbal-noun particle does not govern the subjunctive.

4. Law conveying the meaning of wishing in expressing a future
condition: For example, the verse: “If only there were for us a return,
and we would be among the believers” (Surah Shu‘ara, 102).

In this article, verse 6 of Surah An-Nisa was also discussed. It was
noted that grammarians and Quranic parsers have interpreted law in this
verse as meaning “sharafu wa qarabu tark ad-dunya” (i.e., “they were
near to leaving this world”). The author, however, argued that such an
interpretation is unnecessary because law in the verse functions as a
future conditional particle. The conditional verb is taraku, and its
corresponding result is khafu ‘alayhim.

Regarding the verbal-noun law, it was noted that it most often occurs
after the verb wadda or yawadda and its derivatives, and it conveys the
meaning of tamanni (wish/desire).

The meaning of law as tamanni—the main focus of this article—is used
in Quranic verses such as “Law kanu ya‘lamun” (Al-Bagarah, 102—-103)
and Zumar, 26, among others. Some commentators and grammarians
have treated law in these verses as conditional and attempted to assume a
missing response for them. The author, however, proposed a new
interpretation, demonstrating that these verses and similar ones do not
require a response. Rather, law here simply conveys the meaning of
wishing, as in “if only they knew?”, and similar expressions.
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