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Abstract
The truth that all beings will ultimately return to Almighty God is
repeatedly emphasized in the Holy Quran. The foundation of divine
warning (indhar) and glad tidings (tabshir)—which constitute the
essential missions of the divine prophets—is based on affirming and
clarifying the resurrection of humankind and the summoning of all deeds
for judgment. Given the truth-opposing spirit of those who stood against
the prophets, it is certain that they did not remain silent before this life-
giving and human-building doctrine. Rather, while denying the reality of
resurrection, they sought to justify their rejection from various angles.
This study, using a library-based method, investigates and classifies
the different forms of denial of resurrection as narrated in the Quran into
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seven thematic categories to provide a deeper understanding of the
deniers’ efforts against this central doctrine. Reflection upon these
categories reveals that the initial reaction of the deniers to the doctrine of
resurrection was an instinctive response to this “momentous news” (naba’
al-‘azim), which manifested in the form of questioning. Their second
reaction involved taking a firm stance against the manifest truth.

Finally, the study concludes that the deniers’ actions against the
doctrine of resurrection evolved through three stages: heedlessness,
obstinacy, and conspiracy. The acceptance of the great reality of the Day of
Resurrection was difficult for the disbelievers; thus, they refused to
embrace this vital teaching and, through their negative responses,
practically denied it.

Keywords
Resurrection, Denial of Disbelievers, Prophetic Teachings, Day of Judgment,
Guidance.

Extended Abstract

Every human being, upon reflecting on themselves, will inevitably ask
three fundamental questions dictated by reason and innate nature: Where
have I come from? Why am I here? And where am I going? The type of
answer given to these three questions determines one’s worldview,
lifestyle, and ultimate destiny. One of the primary functions of divine
religions is to provide answers to these innate human questions. The Holy
Quran — as the perfected continuation of previous revelations and the
final guide to human salvation — responds to these questions with the
verse: “Indeed, we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will return” (al-
Bagarah, 2:156).

Among the core teachings of Islam, belief in resurrection (ma‘ad)
holds such significance that every Muslim is obliged to remember God as
“the Sovereign of the Day of Recompense” (al-Fatihah, 1:4) at least ten
times daily. The Quran repeatedly emphasizes this reality — that all shall
return to God — as in the verse: “To Him is your return, all of you; it is the
true promise of Allah” (Yunus, 10:4). The Quran also explicitly affirms that
the Day of Resurrection — the promised event of all prophets — will most
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certainly come: “Indeed, the Hour is coming without doubt” (al-Hijr, 15:85).

Essentially, the foundation of warning (inzar) and glad tidings
(tabshir) — two central missions of the divine prophets — rests on
affirming and explaining the resurrection of humankind from their graves:
“And it is He who begins creation and then repeats it, and that is even
easier for Him” (al-Rum, 30:27); followed by the presentation of all deeds
for judgment: “To Allah will be your return, all of you; then He will
inform you of what you used to do” (al-Ma’idah, 5:105); “And they will
find whatever deeds they did present before them” (al-Kahf, 18:49).

Given the truth-opposing nature of the adversaries of the prophets, it is
undeniable that they did not remain silent in the face of this life-giving
and human-refining doctrine. Instead of accepting this truth, they
endeavored to justify their denial from various perspectives.

The deniers of the prophets have resorted to various pretexts to justify
their rejection of the life-giving doctrine of the Resurrection, hoping, in
their own estimation, to halt the caravan of truth from advancing. Using a
library-based method, this study seeks to collect Quranic verses and
interpretations from both Sunni and Shia sources related to these
justifications for denial. By focusing on the efforts of the deniers to refute
one of the fundamental principles of the prophetic mission, it employs a
descriptive—analytical approach to classify and analyze their arguments,
thereby providing a deeper understanding of their claims.

Reflection on the Quranic commentaries and verses under study
reveals that accepting the great truth of the Resurrection was extremely
difficult for the disbelievers; therefore, they could not tolerate the teaching
of this vital doctrine and, through their negative reactions, actively denied
it. Their denials, as recounted in the Holy Quran, have been identified and
categorized into seven thematic groups: 1. Speculating and opposing the
very principle of the Resurrection; 2. Expressing doubt and uncertainty
regarding the time of its occurrence; 3. Astonishment at the idea of the
dead being revived; 4. Suggesting that, if the resurrection is true, then
bring our ancestors back to life as a sample so that we may see them with
our own eyes and believe that revival after death is real; 5. Displaying
childish and immoral behavior through mockery and ridicule of the

WWW.jgss.isca.ac.ir



Resurrection and its believers; 6. Accusing the divine messengers of
fabrication and labeling salvific teachings as false attributions to God; 7.
Considering belief in the Resurrection as merely one of the “legends of the
ancients.”

It is natural to raise questions regarding this great proclamation;
however, to hastily deny it without reflection—especially out of
stubbornness and obstinacy—is not the habit of sound and healthy
natures. In general, the content of the questions posed about the Ma‘ad
(Resurrection) can be classified into three categories:

a) questions concerning the how of resurrection and the re-creation of
human beings after their bodies have disintegrated like scattered
dust;

b) questions about who possesses the power to accomplish such a
seemingly impossible task; and

¢) questions about the time of the Resurrection and the rising from the
graves.

After the stage of questioning and answering, the moment of choice
and voluntary action arrives. Some people, in search of truth and their lost
certainty, pause for reflection and seek guidance from divine messengers;
while others, pursuing comfort and ease, roll up their sleeves to deny and
refute the doctrine of resurrection so as to evade its moral responsibility.
The oppositions and objections of this latter group—which constitute the
subject of this study—can be divided into three stages: verification,
mockery, and accusation. These will be examined under four main
headings in this article.

Accordingly, the reaction of each nation to the doctrine of resurrection
occurred in two general stages. The first was a natural encounter with this
great announcement, which was typically followed by various questions.
The second stage involved adopting a stance toward the revealed truth—
either leading to faith and guidance or to denial and opposition. From
another perspective, all the themes discussed in this paper can be viewed
as an exposition of the process of denial among the disbelievers: at first,
when they perceived the truthfulness of the prophets and the authenticity
of their religion, they feigned ignorance in their confrontational stance
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toward the doctrine of resurrection and began to cast doubt upon its
principles and corollaries. When they eventually saw the evidences clearly
and found themselves without argument, they expressed astonishment,
describing the resurrection—as noted in the third section of this article—
as something incredible and wondrous. Later, they devised new schemes,
conditioning their belief upon the fulfillment of their unreasonable
demands. Despite all this, they remained unsatisfied with their deceit and
continued to ridicule the doctrine of resurrection and cast accusations
against it, striving by every means to discredit this sacred truth.
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