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A Critical Review of the Book Philosophical Ideas of Ibn Sina (Festschrift for Dr. Gholamhossein Ebrahimi Dinani)
Hamid Ataei Nazari

Abstract

The publication of flawed and substandard translations within a given field not only disseminates inaccurate
information but, over time, normalizes unstable and defective renderings and thereby lowers the expected level of
accuracy and reliability in translated texts. The outcome of this process is the corruption of the scholarly
“temperament,” the degradation of readers’ taste and judgment, and the distortion of their academic standards.
Hence, the critique of weak translations rife with lapses and errors is a necessary and worthwhile endeavor. The
present article reviews and critiques a number of translated essays-rendered by different translators-published in
the large volume Philosophical Ideas of Ibn Sina (a Festschrift for Dr. Gholamhossein Ebrahimi Dinani). Among the
observable flaws in these translations are minor and major mistakes in rendering phrases, gross errors in the reading
and writing of names and technical terms, ambiguous and unintelligible sentences, awkward and unstable prose,
and various orthographic, typographical, and editorial mistakes. Proceeding to publish such translations without
careful evaluation and the correction of their deficiencies and errors is indicative of the unawareness and negligence
of the volume’s compiler, supervising editor, and publisher.

Keywords: translation criticism; Ibn Sina; Philosophical Ideas of Ibn Sina; Meysam Karami; Negah-e Mo’aser Publishing.
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1. and at times even on deliberate disregard of the facts.
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2. Bayhaqi, who recasts in his Tatimmat Siwan al- bikma the Autobiography in the

third person but otherwise follows it relatively faithfully ... .
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3. the correct title and references are given in note 2 above. Interestingly enough, Fakhry
does not seem to be aware of Shafi’s edition; in the Bibliography (p. 386), he cites the

Damascus edition and two manuscripts, Bodleian Marsh 539 and Istanbul Kopriilii 902.
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4. to escape from Safiq controlled areas (Balh under Sebuktegin) to those under Hanafi

jurisdiction (Samanids).
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5. The earliest report about him comes from his younger contemporary, the historian
of Buhara Gungﬁr (d. ca. 412/1021-1022), who states, in a manuscript note reported by
al-Hatib al-Bagdadi (d. 463/1071), that ... .
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6. Biographical notices.
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7. Avicenna could hardly have intended to seek refuge in the court of Qabus had his

own Sunni Hanafi credentials not been in order.
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8. Gazali charged Avicenna (and Farabi, as the main Peripatetics) with unbelief for
maintaining that God does not know particulars and that the world is eternal, and for

denying the resurrection of the body.
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1. The evaluation of the historical sources related to the transmission of Avicenna’s

works has previously been left undone in modern scholarship.
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2. Such treaties appear to have been mediated by his ally, the Bayid amir Galal ad-Dawla,
who had the ear of the ‘Abbasid caliph in Baghdad.
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3. before all of this was transcribed into a clean copy, he was hindered by a military rout

in which all his belongings and books were carried off at the gate of Isfahan.
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4. The éayb wrote Kitab al-Insaf, but on the day that Sultan Mas‘ad entered Isfahan,
the army rifled the éayh’s saddle-bags (rahl) containing the book, and not a trace of it

was found afterward.
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5. Of even greater value for the life of Avicenna are the private papers and

correspondence of Avicenna and his students (represented above by Avicenna 1-2 and
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Ibn Zayla), in which incidental records of events gain value by their solely

conversational nature.
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6. The fact that Bayhaqi’s History contains no report of a plunder of Avicenna’s saddle-
bags in 421/1030 or indeed of his (hypothetical) library in Isfahan in 425/1034 or
428/1036-7 is significant, but requires some qualification, since so little of the original

work is now extant.
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7. Arguing against a possible reference by Bayhaqi to such an event either in the lost
part of his Tarih-1 Mas‘di or in the “special section” that he mentions in the extant
part is the fact that Ibn Funduq, who knew and used BayhaqT's history (Tatimma, 13.4),
does not cite him for any information of events related to Avicenna. Ibn Fundug’s
citation of Bayhagqi in the 7Tatimma is to be contrasted with his complaint, in his

Tarih-i Bayhag, about the difficulty of finding copies of Bayhaqi’s work.
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1. An especially large number of important problems that confront Ibn Sina lie within
theoretical psychology, and the centrality of psychology within his system is one of its

most conspicuous features.
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2. Helping to structure and support a very large part of Ibn Sina’s philosophy and
science, psychological theory is really the spine of the system. Moreover, Ibn Sina seems
to find the congruence of other parts of his thought with psychological theory to be

a prime means of testing them.
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3. It is some of the problems in psychological theory that are the focus of the
present paper.
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4. Ishall present a psychology-centered sketch-map of Ibn Sina’s systematizing, showing

lines of connected thought drawn in terms of problems, concepts and doctrines.
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5. More tightly integrated and better organized than Aristotle’s, Ibn Sind’s systematizing
embraces medicine, which Aristotle’s did not, although it is worth noting that Aristotle

had intended to write an account of medicine.
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1. The full title of al-Ghazalt’s autobiography is, al-Mungidh min al-dalal wa-I-mufsib
an al- abwal, the first half of which should be properly translated as What Saves from

Straying in order to emphasize the proleptic dimension implicit in the Arabic.
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2. Ibn Tufayl’s knowledge of Ibn Sina’s Eastern philosophy was limited to its mention
by the latter in his prologue to the Shifa’(##1,4 in the texts given above). Apart from
this, it appears that Ibn Tufayl did not have, and could not have had, any further
information on the subject. The reason is that of the three works by Ibn Sina which
were written during the period of his career when he decided to call his philosophy
Eastern (418/1027-422/1031), and which alone refer to Eastern philosophy, none was
available in Andalus to Ibn Tufayl.
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3. Ibn Sina lent this theme, like so many others, philosophical specificity and

methodological cohesion.
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4. Al-Ghazali takes great pains to emphasize the absolute distinction between the last

tWO stages.
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1. Despite the evidence from the rest of Ibn Sina’s writing as well as from surviving
portions of the Easterners, all of which seems to militate against the existence of any
mystical strain of thinking in Ibn Sina’s writing, the fragmentary state of that and
other texts has provided a pretext for those arguing that such a strain once existed and

has simply been lost.
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2. His knowledge of the issues discussed in the sources he cites seems superficial at
best, with the possible exception of his philosophical ideas on determinism in the
Ofrenda de zelos. Abner’s own evidently limited understanding of the ideas he does
attribute to Ibn Sina, given the fact that his overall exposure to Arabic philosophy
seems limited to a handful of works in Hebrew translation, makes his mystical citations

from Ibn Sina’s “Oriental Philosophy” seem wholly factitious.
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3. Although the content of these citations has not been identified, it has been proposed
that they may preserve otherwise unknown passages from Ibn Sin’s lost work. This
study considers the references to Ibn Sina’s so-called “Oriental Philosophy” within
Abner’s writings and concludes that rather than preserving lost passages from Ibn Sina’s
writing, Abner’s references were drawn primarily from Ibn Tufayl and offer no support

for the argument of a possible mystical or illuminationist strain in Ibn Sina’s thinking.
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4. What is most striking of all is that he makes this explicit attribution to Ibn Tufayl

only a few lines after mentioning Ibn Sina and the “Oriental Philosophy” by name.
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5. Because Abner’s works survive in a patchwork of Hebrew and Castilian versions, the
citations themselves are often distorted through translation and are often nearly

incomprehensible on their own.
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