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Ahmashad Ghaznavi and Sadr Kermani
Sayyed Ali Mirafzali

Abstract: In the first half of the 6th/12th century, Kerman witnessed the presence and activity of numerous poets
and men of letters from both nearby and distant regions. Among those who visited this province during the Seljuq
rule was Shams al-Din Ahmashad Gharanavi, a preacher and jurist of the same century. ‘Imad al-Katib al-Isfahani,
in his celebrated work Kharidat al-qasr wa jaridat al-‘asr, lists him among the poets of Herat, and from his remarks
it appears that Ahmashad was one of the leading scholars and learned men of his time. Khaqani, in one of his
qastdas, praises Qadi Ahmashad and seeks his support. Ahmashad’s journey to Kerman took place before 545 A.H.
In an Arabic gasida, he composed a eulogy for Sadr al-Din Abu al-Yaman Ahmad Kermani, vizier to the Seljuq
ruler Mughith al-Din Muhammad (r. 537-551 A.H.), portions of which are quoted by ‘Imad al-Isfahani. The
present article introduces Ahmashad Ghaznavi, Sadr al-Din Abu al-Yaman Kermanti, and his son Amir Fakhr al-
Din Mas‘ad.

Keywords: Kerman; Ahmashad Ghaznavi; Sadr Kermani; Fakhr al-Din Mas‘ad Kermani; Khaqani Shervani; Tmad
al-Isfahani.
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