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A Critique of Sharaf al-Din Khurasani’s Persian Translation of Aristotle’s Metaphysics
Ali Nikzad, PhD Graduate in Philosophy of Religion, Allameh Tabatabai University

Abstract: This article offers a critique of Dr. Sharaf al-Din Khurasani’s Persian translation of Aristotle’s Metaphysics.
The discussion is limited to Books Epsilon and Lambda, which together constitute about nine percent of the whole
work. The translation appears to suffer from three major shortcomings: (1) A lack of consistency in the use of
punctuation marks, which makes it difficult for the Persian reader to distinguish Aristotle’s own words from the
translator’s interpolations. (2) Numerous typographical errors, which may not be immediately detectable by readers
unfamiliar with the Greek original or European translations. While these mistakes do not always render sentences
meaningless, they often produce unintended and misleading new meanings. This suggests that the final version of the
translation was reviewed by someone insufficiently acquainted with the Metaphysics. (3) Internal textual evidence
strongly indicates that Khurasani, before all European translators, engaged directly with the Greek text. While this
could have been a great advantage, it ultimately became a weakness of the translation. Certain decisive errors appear
which could have been avoided through consultation with authoritative European translations and more thorough
study of key passages in the Metaphysics. In conclusion, the author expresses deep respect for Sharaf al-Din Khurasant’s
monumental effort in translating Aristotle’s enduring masterpiece. The critique is not intended as a claim of superior
knowledge of Greek, but as an invitation for contemporary translators to bring greater dynamism and precision to the
rendering of epoch-making philosophical works.

Keywords: Metaphysics; Aristotle; Sharaf al-Din Khurasani; translation.
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Ross: Further, something persists, but the contrary does not persist; (p. 1689)

s JUJ:’ Q:*‘)JJ')\VA d’i)L& Jals ((.r_)) LS\J‘-’ EQLAS@_@};

o313 513 SO 513 1, 0T Ll congiil o b blis b aalS 5 (ol 31 e Y g
P gz oAl (Sl sl @m0 395 45 Glate cjlie Sl yaseds .l
03 ge Hlan yob 4o Lgnl 45 i€ 0l5 el Il e 3 Lol s uyls dam 50V Lt
St 55 kil 5 1A a5 lagr ap ase) LS 5 LS oSy
.(\‘Aaup) L3




Lf’l‘“!)} wﬂ\dﬂ;\%ﬂ ix.rla)l.byb gf“)u fk«}jdﬁa | g.fl.‘.‘fw)ﬁ} AL

Greek: Gpa 8& 008" Svta m¢ ginelv anddg TadTo, GAAY MOLOTNTEG KAl KWNGELG, T Kai TO

00 AgukOV Kai TO 00K €08V (1069221-3)

Ross: At the same time these latter are not even beings in the unqualified sense, but are quantities

and movements—or else even the not-white and the not-straight would be; (p. 1688-9)
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Reeve: For there is nothing to prevent the house he has produced from being pleasant to some,
harmful to others, and beneficial to others ... But the craft of building is not productive of any of

these. (p. 100)
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Greek: opoimg 82 kai én’ avENoewc kai @Bioewg (1069b17-8)
Ross: and similarly in the case of increase and diminution. (p. 1689)
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Ross: But we must examine whether any form also survives afterwards. (p. 1690)
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(1027a3-7)

Reeve: And the gourmet cook, aiming to give pleasure, might produce something healthy, but not
in accord with the craft of gourmet cooking. That is why it was a coincidence, we say, and in a way
he produces it, but not unconditionally. For of other things there are sometimes capacities that are

productive of them, whereas of some there is no definite craft or capacity. (p. 101)
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Reeve: The theoretical knowledge [we are seeking] is concerned with substance. (p. 198)
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Ross: for the principles and the causes we are seeking are those of substances (p. 1688)
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Reeve: the nature, which is a this something and a certain state (p. 200)
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Reeve: we must first say about the coincidental sort that there can be no theoretical knowledge
about it. An indication of this is that no science, whether practical, productive, or theoretical,

supervises it. (p. 100)
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Reeve: Further, none of the others is separable (p. 198)
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Sachs: others making the forms and the mathematical things into one nature, and still others

assume only the mathematical things among these. (p. 231)
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Reeve: That as a result of which is the direct mover (p. 200)
Tredennick: The agent is the immediate mover (p. 129)

Ross: That by which it is changed is the primary mover (p. 1690)
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Greek: xai TO mP@TOV_aitiov (¢ Kwvodv GAA0 GAA®. Vylewa, vooog, odpa: T Kwodv

iatpwkn. (1070b27-8)

Reeve: and the direct cause in the sense of a moving cause is distinct for distinct things. Health,

sickness, body—the moving cause is the craft of medicine. (p. 202)
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Greek: obtw TO ko® avTA Vrdpyovia TQO yével mepi § elow arodewkviovow

avaykaidtepov ij padakwtepov (1025b12-3)
Ross: more or less cogently (p. 1619)
Tredennick: more or less cogently (p. 293)

Ol aS U5l i s lai s (6353w aST ol Ol s s reslg i dar S
A5l o 8 e 5 g3 b SeduSuelite (gloged 4y cdlasls g

Pl az S Al Ol Sl eomlin Blaas) Al oo (G2 b Geablr b s
Lol a5 e andallaads gy ol & om0 48 das o 0Lt 5L 05 Ladslas o
ey Lgl.zm.f.;.aj.é > (HOAXKGTEPOV)  (GvaykatdTtepov) (Sl o Sl sladslas
of ) :e.,\.aTO.:.;{ (@vaykaiog) _gslae 3l éﬁ Middle Liddell j3 aSglar .35 0 <L 5Ly
(R e Sos5 5 ol slraery 5o |y (6108 dslas ool qarguments, forcible, cogent

Ll 518 e ne sl > a5 plaae oler)

w5 ol ader (G b e )15 35 aden 590 Olen 310581 o)l a5 :¥ Jlie
e el a1 595 (Bl 5 05) (AL 5 Jildo b STLILusl pdwcales LS
YAV o) LS adlad 9581658 clowsl 4 atiad 45 AL 39290 LU (6,500

Greek: €i 67 TO a0TO del nepldSw, Sl TL del pévely GoaTws EVEPYODV. i 88 HEANEL yEVEDLS

Kai @Bopd gival, dAAo Sel eival del Evepyodv §AAwG kai dAAwS. (107229-12)

Sachs: So if the same thing is always so in a cycle, it is necessary for something to persist always

at work in the same way. But if there is going to be generation and destruction, there must be

something else that is always at work in different ways. (p. 240)

aS A3l AL oylsan (G Lb ol u.iojf); o)lsad o o Qm;\w i6lgig a5
39m b (505 5o 3 Ml 555 Al g STl S cdld s plen o
S Edlad 955553 e lowsl 4 o) lgen 45 AL

e o A
Aristotle & C. D. C. Reeve, 2016, p. 382, n. 628.
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ilan Lapezr dan Sl ey S s ol o 5 JS p5b S 51 K00 65
1FAY o) Ll e (3l 5 gl Lol el ailBans 1o lis cammlin 5w 4y oyl /(¥R 0)
SLaper it aniS S0l Lol il S Layagr o on 31 a6 Ao
5 lele shls (enasS 5 dyage gl da S, dsle i i Olas 53 S il
(FRY o) hited (lima 4 s il ilisen uolis

Greek: Ta §” aitia kai ai dpyoi GAAx GAAwV EoTv G, £0TL 8™ MG, Gv KaBoAov Aéyn Tig Kal
Kat’ gvadoyiav, Tavtd ndviwy. (1070a31-3) / Hote otolyeia pév kat’ avadoyiav tpia,
aitial 8¢ kai dpyai téttapes (1070b25-6) / Enerta, €i 61 T0 TOV 0001V, GA X 8¢ EA WV
aitix kai otouyeia, dorep EAEYON, TOV UM &V TADTA YEVEL ¥PWUATWY PYOPWV 00oLDY

1000TNTOG, TATV T@® dvdAoyov (1071a24-7)

Reeve: The causes and starting-points of distinct things are distinct in a way, but in a way—if we
are to speak universally and analogically—they are the same for all. (p. 201) / So analogically
there are three elements, and four causes and starting-points. (p. 201) / Next, the causes and
elements of substances (but distinct ones of distinct ones) are already, as has been said, the causes

and elements of things that are not in the same kind (genos)—of colors, sounds, substances,

quantity—save by analogy .(p. 203)
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Greek: éni u&v obv TIV@V TO TOSE TL 0VK £0TL Tapdl TNV GUVOETHY ovoiav, olov oikiag TO
3 2 N 7, 3 s I3 B by ’ 3 L r EER) B )
1806, i pun 1 Téxvn (008’ E0TL yéveois kal @Hopd ToVTWY, GAL” GAAov TpodRoV €iot Kai ovk

elotv oikia T€ 1) dvev HANC Kai dylewa kai ndv T katd téyxvnv) (1070a13-7)

Ross: Now in some cases the 'this' does not exist apart from the composite substance, e.g. the
form of house does not so exist, unless the art of 15 building exists apart (nor is there generation
and destruction of these forms, but it is in another way that the house apart from its matter, and

health, and all things of art, exist and do not exist); (p. 1690)

99 0dlgs ¢ pwlaol ol sl ools 13 ( gty ) 3l dms |y esle Hgo) By 2S5 el
03031 (e ki) Sl s Oy 4 o |y 03Ls 0300 shauyl 1 13,8 Al Iy y5aad
[ P LN CE S I SV EL -3V (B Sl (&) iy oa (03Le 09 Y f

e 38y 1S & (0 (St s Ol Ty oyl 50 53 e3ke 030 5 Sl 3530

S3lse 53 (S0 @ by e slag 5 (g me) no iy po5 Olos 5o Lol oy & 528 Jla
aS sl ol 5o LT Ol o Oloon i (535090 5 el (pudadl) (s o dila
Lol (sl (50l i S (e o) L) el o3le odsls S G (S22

CO8F o) Gl wganen 83Le (5 (Se0bs

Greek: £0TL 8¢ TOV OpLlopévwy Kod TdV TL €0TL TA HEV MG TO OLHOV TO & G TO KOTAov.
Stapépet 8¢ TadTa §TL TO PEv oLudV GUVEANUPEVOY £0Ti HETA TTiG DANG (BoTL yap TO OLudv

KoiAn pic), 1} 62 kKOWAOTNG &vev DANG aicOnTiig. (1025b30-4)!

Ross: Of things defined, i.e. of essences, some are like snub, and some like concave. And these

differ because snub is bound up with matter (for what is snub is a concave nose), while concavity

is independent of perceptible matter. (p. 1620)

L3 e ) (Sl Jool oz s oo 0Lt o ol rogr Sladlin 31 (S s o i
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w50 ) Ll den (e o o3l ul (koov) i 5150 ol g dslsl ys e
(40.35)3» L «hollow) 45@\3;3@\5 J&sl.eul 03,5 4o 5 (S0l b (0L
L (concave) yizmed (KOTAOV) Ol lne L Lol el (oitov) (glins !
o pad 1S e 4_,..3L2»J.<3.,\_§3 Ll G pmd 95 s ool 5 sl gl idas oo Lins (adyg 9
s e e s &S ol Hlslis cde ol anslis o2 A (S Sy «;;.?wj.é»
O30 @ (g2 () o y25 53 g 8300 4S > o C:_.'pj}'jla_.»)‘ WJ ol azdyg
ol b sl euis ds «diz.'wj.é» PR 355 53 g 85Le Lol 31> jguie atdyg b (Gr
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Greek: kai £0TL TL del KoV pEVOV Kivow dravotov, abtn 8’ 1 kKA (kai Todto od Adyw

povov GAN” Epyw 8fidov), (1072a21-2)

Reeve: And there is something that is always moved with an unceasing movement, which is in a

circle (and this is clear not from argument alone but also from the facts). (p. 205)

Ross: There is, then, something which is always moved with an unceasing motion, which is

motion in a circle; and this is plain not in theory only but in fact. (p. 1694)

03,5 dax (Lidae) Wl Ay o) .l 0 ds LSS e |y sages S5 L 5o (T g
L bls e 083 5 215 (6oudats ilae A6706) ) 13yl 3925 abasDs as Loyl 53 ool
(logion b Aok «( e oo 45 St st (1A0706) A0S dative ys—0) (AOYQ) 5
b oS las Olea 4 ol wlitie o Aoy 31 slaws| LT oS ol 5B ey SG oyl Y 39
fazm i 53 (slaren Bodd 5leslanwl )3 cplale i b el 03 S ealanul o oo slata |
Lol 5 (Lakare) &adS 31 oslaxwl ccolgs ) ¥ Lsls b bl LU e\ aso\s

1SS
Mesquita & Santos, 2024, p. 1.
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I gl @J@)W Whyls 3y i CS L 2d aSl L cnul culnls
L d¥aew! 3don a0 b el )5 A6y s ol a5 55 Sl AsS o
D dezm 5 (4,5 5Dy

sleasls dxLa 2K 65b 4 b SIS slesSi 2S5k s Lol t ayls dam 5:A Jlie
(Y 2) ;":"sgf""‘ﬁj:’ (astrologia coia L) cwlido)liw s o o2l

Greek: 10 82 nAfj00¢6 7{61 TOV POP®V £k TijC OIKELOTATNG PLA0COW@iQ THV pabnuaATIKOV
troTNU®V Sel okonely, &k Thg dotporoyiag: (1073b3-5)

Reeve: But when we come to the number of these spatial movements, we must investigate it on the

basis of the mathematical science that is most akin to philosophy, namely, astronomy. (p. 208)

RS PN TE VR IV T 731 C ISR P (2 51 4em3 5 (@rrooOPi) L) i o5
&S G s gy bl cas 16l b |y ainls 4) (7T el (Add ) 2L
Sl Gz a0 o2ly (215 (o 5 SKns omlidioglow

3 S S b s (Al gl g olie Gloa ghls bapar o) iz o)l der 518 Jlte
(YA 0) sl (5,505

Greek: ToUT®V p&v ovv TadTd otolyeia kai dpyal (AAwv 8° GAa) (1070b16-7)

Reeve: These things, then, have the same elements and starting-points (although distinct things

have distinct ones). (p. 201)

Ross: These things then have the same elements and principles, but different things have

different elements (p. 1691)

fy ilises Slap disa (Ailgolos 5 ,wolie Olaa ghls lapa -l uignlgag Aoy
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proes oomyie Lol iSOl ) o pen a5 5 a4 5 b ol (el Lz
sl 03,5 dam 3 LS;<3>)>=3 aly ol 5 Lbys |y @wv 8 @ = s ailgs
R 45 Sl 038 ez ysa S03 (Slod yo else hle Ui 1S oS Sl

(sl 03,5 Lo o220 Gl b 2 o Ol oot 5 ol Sdogncn (Sil g 8,38
Sy i i aSply Lol a3 JS e o on 81 cpimman s )l Lo
3 lgle ghls kS 5 dapngr daglsl LK) wisile e i Olos 53 4 cdlides
- (YRY o) ke gl @<;i»s45h_ih5§;;;;;;

Greek: £netta, €i 67 Ta T@V 0VOLDV, GAAa 8¢ AWV aiTix kai oToLy iR, Honep EAEyOM,
TAOV pn €&v TadTQ® YEVEL YPWHATWV POV 000DV T0COTNTOG, TANV Td GvaAoyov:

(1071a24-7)

Ross: Again, if the causes of substances are causes of everything, still different things have
different causes and elements, as was said; the causes of things that are not in the same class, e.g.

of colours, sounds, substances, and quantities, are different except in an analogical sense; (p. 1692)
—obie 5 Pe |y calses glara) lns ) (BMa 88 G wv aitia Kai oToyEin <yle
Sl Glre ) el 133,88 55 M0V 8 80 b alie )L (Gl il
4 (oToryelwv Kol apydv) b= glds L L (ol Cilises [ ol 5 (gola] ]y Cilises
J“; %,b)JJ.ALSC))LJ‘«) Sl ol r)-f.a V.@.‘)s‘-j.w C».QL’ ASCAM“AJZD.EA)JJEJJ 3\.\3)3
(B wv [oToryeiwv kal apydv] 8 GAAa)
2l G g 4 a8 ol osle S IS ai g Lol : syl a3 1Yo Jlias
(YA ,2) Sl Gz

Greek: ovotat 8¢ TpEig, 1) uév HAn t6de T1 odoa TG @aivesBar (107029-10)

Reeve: There are, though, three sorts of substances: [1] the matter, which is a this something

merely] in appearance (p. 200)

Ross: There are three kinds of substance—the matter, which is a 'this' by being perceived
(p. 1690)
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(A 2) Ao oy O plaot 31 (G S 2 oS ol ) S5 &S o 3k s mld daz5 N e

Greek: peta tadta Tt $ka@oTn 8k cuvwvipov yiyvetal ovoia (1070a4-5)

Ross: Next we must observe that each substance comes into being out of something synonymous.

(p. 1690)
e s Of ploas 51 g 2 oSl Ko 10lgiig Ao

B s SUs Jool & anrlia ) 23U 5 0,8 (o 53 eomyre Glas dewsy o S 4 s o5
Ol syl ol s (g5l 3l glane SUg 05 s aL«JSrBJ SlosTs) el OF 51
a |l Aol aalS i L (Gase) slins 4) (ovoion 5 (1SS a0 (slos @) (ékdotn)
eJ.:.ijfﬁLérpj Lyls bl o L «ovolan s (Ekdotny &S aslsys prows 0y oelele scal

S (G e 3 |y (G S 2 ) (Edot) gl Jolas
Greek: GAN" EkaoTov TOUTWV ETEPOV mepi EkaoTov yévog otiv (1070b19-20)

Reeve: But each of these is distinct for each category (p. 201)

Ross: But each of these is different for each class (p. 1691)
o IS 31 I G0 0 (5680 b (i) (SLins &) (7EV0G) do 3 o

‘f&.'a‘:j o | r.\fu c(ﬁf)m cJ)L} S48 ASJPLI.ALJJ.A}} &3;?\ Lol :w)u i.q?-j \Y JU‘.A
(\Qou.p) | w.;'....ou ‘J:’) ¢¢M|JS[?\.¢....L§] &S ol (Yo) M FEIR L) OT

Greek: €l 8 ot TG ovola dkivnTog, avTn mpoTiépa kai @Uoco@ia mpwTn, Kai

KaB6Aov ottwg &tL ipadyT. (1026229-31)
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Reeve: But if there is some immovable substance, this [that is, theological philosophy] will be

prior and will be primary philosophy, and it will be universal in this way, namely, because it is

primary. (p. 99-100)

Ross: but if there is an immovable substance, the science of this must be prior and must be first

philosophy, and universal in this way, because it is first. (p. 1620)

dands o phde s ol S2ls ams] 0 eyl 3505 Syl (g0 STl A\ VIR P

(Sl 2420 b (0vota dkivnTog) 44 (b)) sl acdldy e
ol da 3 e bl ol p sl o305 13 SSLS s |y Gagem ol 4 gy opl3l 5,5 oy
338 cap (Sl g 4 (a4l janseds andl ol odd St 5l 5 alax
(e d2nd) b () mpoTn poco@ion 31 S ez L ghausl G (s u,.SL...:TJLS
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Greek: €i 67 mdvta & QUOIKE OUOIWG TA OGP AéyovTal, olov Pig OEAAANDG TPOoWTOV
0ap& 6aToDV, 6AWGS {MoV, PUALOV pila PAOLOG, EAWGS PUTOV (0VOEVOS Yip BVEL KIVIOEWS
0 A6y0g adTdV, GAN’ dei Exer HANY), Sfidov nd¢ Sel v TOIC QUOLKOIG TO Ti {oTL {nTely
kal 0pilecba, kai 0Tt kai nepi Wuyidig éviag Bswpficat Tod @uotkod, don pur Gvev Tiig

BAng éotiv. (1025b34-1026a6)

Ross: If then all natural things are analogous to the snub in their nature—e.g. nose, eye, face, flesh,

bone, and, in general, animal; leaf, root, bark, and, in general, plant (for none of these can be defined
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without reference to movement—they always have matter), it is clear how we must seek and define
the essence in the case of natural objects, and also why it belongs to the student of nature to study

soul to some extent, i.e. so much of it as is not independent of matter. (p. 1620)

Tredennick: Now if all physical terms are used in the same sense as “snub”—e.g. nose, eye, face,
flesh, bone, and in general animal; leaf, root, bark, and in general vegetable (for not one of these
has a definition without motion; the definition invariably includes matter)—it is clear how we
should look for and define the essence in physical things, and why it is the province of the
physicist to study even some aspects of the soul, so far as it is not independent of matter. (p. 295)
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Greek: GoT’ €l HOUOIKOG DOV YPAUUATIKOG YEYOVE, KOl YPARUATIKOG OV HOVOLKOG, Kai doot
87 8A\ot Tolodtol TAV Adywv gioiv: @aiveTal yap TO cuuBenKOS &yyOG TL ToD pr| GvTog.

(1026b19-21)

Ross: if one who was musical has come to be lettered, he must also have been lettered and have
come to be musical,—and all the other arguments of this sort; the accidental is obviously akin to

non-being. (p. 1621)

Tredennick: if a man who is cultured has become grammatical, he has also, being grammatical,

become cultured; and all other such discussions. Indeed it seems that the accidental is something

closely akin to the non-existent. (p. 301)

) 50l 4 G353 oy 45 ey o 5 a4 Bl 500 20al B oy 55 e
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8AAG TO TéAEloV: olov mpdTEPOV dvBpwTOV dv @ain Tig glval Tod CMEPUATOG, 0V TOV K

ToUTOU YevopEVOY AN ETepov £E o) TO onépua. (1072b35-1073a3)

Ross: For the seed comes from other individuals which are prior and complete, and the first thing

is not seed but the complete being, e.g. we must say that before the seed there is a man,—not

the man produced from the seed, but another from whom the seed comes. (p. 1695)

(pr—msh & (ailaiy (glins 4y (sperma) (oméppon 4adS 31,0 5lex SUs e 5o T—Ps
I b 55 ) (omppan & edinsg ol e 5L SS by Ogzmen e Gl 0 oLl

OYo

¥oles | 5 Ul

AFof 5050 9 33,0



on

VY| Giagg dul
¥ oylos | 5 Jlo

AFoF gyt 9 31350

@\Mb} wﬂ‘dﬁ;\}bﬂ fu.:.:.la”.by\.a gw,lé i«}]}' A | g.gl:fd«gﬁ} AL

ol M adslas culonls H13 e 5 |y aadS ol dolas 5L TR0 3 03,5 ool
ol &S s (S e 4 cadady raddain scadladn ey se(adda b) 5 do) sdizas 513
4 |y (onéppay T Lo Vi3yls 9o ada>Dle 55 Glimead Lol oz (A oltilay |y (5
TG (@idain b 5 o sS o e addas 5Ly glacs) el Socl 03,8 a5 (G oy
U 3l e a8 s 505 Jlte i 5 Jlte ol 51T a5 s 0305 1,3 Jolas
Ll 2o o sllellia 03583LS 63,5 L prows (50 395 ey slradgcw
WLles ST sl 385 ek

Gl )l 2 ST LSS rmanlalins ol (SH15 (Gl b (5502 1y oy Ao 5 -VV Jlie
39 g0 3L (to eu) (g b Kon of O3 | 6J-<3-’ (sl (horme) oty NS 1,03
(oo 12) (S 450)&1)%;» il 340 L5)<3> isjf@ Sl Oﬁwb’ ASST}:J)

Greek: 10 yap dvaykaiov TocauTay®dg, TO pév Blg 6TL napd THvV dpurjv, TO 82 0b 0vK dvey

TO €9, TO 8¢ pn) évSeydpevov A WG aAX" arAdg. (1072b11-3)

Reeve: For something is said to be necessary in a number of ways—as what is forced contrary to

natural impulse, as that without which what is good does not exist, and as what does not admit

of being otherwise, but is unconditionally necessary. (p. 206)

Ross: For the necessary has all these senses—that which is necessary perforce because it is contrary

to impulse, that without which the good is impossible, and that which cannot be otherwise but

is absolutely necessary. (p. 1694-5)
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Greek: £t 81 Aeinetal dnopia, €l oUVOETOV TO vooUpeVOV: HETABAAAOL yip Gv v TOTG HépeaL

tob 6Aov. 1j ddwaipetov wdv TO pny Eyov VAnv—@dorep 0 AvBpwnrvog vods fi & ye TOV

OUVBETWV Ey el £V TWL ypOve (00 yap EyEL TO €0 v Tmdi ij v T8, AN’ év 6Am T TO

dproTov, dv dAho Tu) (1075a5-9)

Reeve: A further puzzle remains as to whether the thing understood is composite. For if it were,
then the [divine] understanding would undergo change in understanding the parts of the whole.
Or is not everything that has no matter indivisible? (Just as the human understanding [of such
things] is, or the understanding even of composite things in a certain time—for it does not

ossess the good in [understanding] this or that [part], rather, in [understanding] a certain

whole it possesses the best, being something else.) (p. 211)

Ross: A further question is left—whether the object of the thought is composite; for if it
were, thought would change in passing from part to part of the whole. We answer that
everything which has not matter is indivisible. As human thought, or rather the thought of
composite objects, is in a certain period of time (for it does not possess the good at this moment

or at that, but its best, being something different from it, is attained only in a whole period of
time), (p. 1699)
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Reeve: There are, though, three sorts of substances. One is perceptible, of which [1] one sort is
capable of passing away, such as plants and animals, and [2] the other sort eternal—of which it
is necessary to grasp the elements, whether one or many. And [3] another sort that is immovable,
and this [3a] certain thinkers say is separable, some dividing it into two, the Forms and the objects
of mathematics, [3b] others positing these two as one in nature, and [3c] others only one of these,
namely, the objects of mathematics. The first two sorts belong to natural science (for they involve

movement), but the third to another science, if no starting-point is common to these .(p. 198)
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Greek (Bekker Ed.): 1| uév yp @uowki nepl *aywprota** pév dAX’ ovk axivnta, tiig 88
HaBNUaTIKAG Evia mepl divnTa pev oV ywPLoTd 8¢ iowg GAL” OG év VAN. 1 8¢ mpwdTN Kai

nepl ywPLoTd Kai diclvnta. (1026a13-6)

Greek (Ross Ed.): 1 pév yap @uown rmepl **ywplota** pév dAA’ odk dxivnta, Tiig 8¢
padnuatikis évia tepl dlvnta pev ob yweLetTa 8¢ iowg GAL” o év HAn: 1 8¢ npdd T Kai

nepl ywPLoTa kai diclvnta. (1026a13-6)

Reeve (According to Bekker): For natural science is concerned with things that are
**inseparable** but not immovable, while certain parts of mathematics are concerned with things
that are immovable and not separable but as in matter. The primary science, by contrast, is

concerned with things that are both separable and immovable. (p. 99)

Sachs (According to Ross): For the study of nature concerns things that are indeed **separate**,
but are not motionless, while some mathematics concerns things that are indeed motionless, but
presumably not separate, but in truth in material; but the first contemplative study concerns

things that are both separate and motionless. (p. 110)
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1. Aristotle & W. D. Ross, 1924, v. 1, p. 355.
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