


(¥) o Olg 9 Ol polae (3 ySite s ope 555 )
6 ik b e 3l 55 wamo

f\ﬁ)}b;“.).& todwg ¢ [ 3le pl.p Oleein 30 gaiae 5 3ldis 43 (e dads gla hagh ;S0 )
Gogm hodws 1ar 2o | S 5 atads STty ooy 5 (oDl St 5 pske olKasty ale in puae
[40_We

0 ol L 5 SIS slaesgz 515 (e ol 0Ste (5t 5 2 S5 51 RPN Sl s o
30 0b5 ety 51208 L 3 1l plonil 45 0,28 o zils pskallls 8aCssls oy MCLLZ.A don 5l s
Olen 531y 355 (6253 18V0 b 3 plasilw 5 sl 2 2 L oodlad ke Ayl ey S 1AVe Jlr 3 oDl e
S o S 15 iy (¥ lwp e 5 lemrl e 5 (93T s (st el 5 el 0l B S b S us
G0 4 s e LT Sl 5 o Gata I b iz 53 e 08 b ) otisilii 5 ooz (Grmes 51 (S0
<S35 53l 0l eotala il Glos 893 53 5l S0 i St & pspm chny glaans 53 5 b 2al,S ol
e 5l gls coypn ol 5 S glaasaes e S el LS5 slacad b 80515, 5 5lwided oo sl

qo 3o 5 S Olos w231 (63,055 b Srolsazds s sl og cl pses 3Ll 5 Aol L Bl Slsb s okl
51350y e SLL sladlw 53 (ol b das ailyl axdyie sla 2l il 5o Pl 51 15 o gl S o
VY| gl dul gy 6 eJpps ol dy oo i 4 o il S byt 5 e plas (g8 b olKel 53 Salgys 5 dos Sy \Selablons

Polas Pl o9 o LSl 5 5L SE 55 e & e 51 o lge iam (usSone (550 o5 4 (Goand 5 Aty 3l oance
VEoF syt 5 3130 Sroodanadl Ol a5 5,05 (g Sl a0l 31 Joyd 5 A3 85 5LS 55 e UL sladle 3 oylas . 3lizel s
S Al Il 5 Dl 5 sy ol 35 b 5 sl GLIS Jie (sba iy Ll il 4 ¢ jtels

G Bhaly Gras 2Lt b iz ol 2gr oo (5085 o8 5 oo 05 b 151 ol slaands ¢ oy slaols

ol e Sl it 055l 5 BT Dlned (sbaasy il e GLALS pman |y Jpnali 5 A5 agmen ey 8l Olsyeg

Sazme 5 @l 5238 Bl Iy edime G (I & Ol o ylos dozes g U513 S ol QLS ki o5as

3 b oles doss (558 Cilisen e ey lalie slal bl Ala 5355 01 123 35355 4 W35 o5 el

el 0 0138 ) 4 Calge 5l bl ST Wlie ol sl 03,8 Ui

rolrs sl il (6,8 il (i ms (g5l sl ¢ 2By Lol co)las dases eSl5lS

From the Arab Perspective: Contemporary Iranian and Arab Thinkers (2) Muhammad 0Imara: From Marxism
to Salafism
Author: ‘Abd al-Jabbar Rifat

Translator: Mohammed Soori

Abstract: Muhammad ‘Imara (1931-2020) was one of the most prolific and prominent modern Egyptian
intellectuals, and a leading figure in twentieth-century Islamic thought. He completed all his academic studies at
the Dar al-‘Ulam Faculty of Cairo University: a BA in Arabic and Islamic Studies in 1956, an MA in Islamic
Sciences with a concentration in Islamic philosophy in 1970, and a PhD in the same discipline in 1975. ‘Tmara
sought to connect Islam with modern concepts such as freedom, social justice, and democracy, yet his intellectual
life followed a complex and turbulent trajectory. In his youth, he was drawn to leftist and Marxist ideas, later
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gravitating to “Islamic leftism,” and eventually, over the decades, moving closer to Salafi traditionalism. During his
middle intellectual period, he viewed Islam as a civilization-building religion imbued with reformist and progressive
capacities. His main concerns at that time included the defense of Islamic rationality, a critical re-reading of the
heritage, and the reconstruction of the concept of the umma. With a reconciliatory approach between tradition
and modernity, he sought to present a renewed image of Islam in the face of modern challenges. However, in his
later years, his outlook grew increasingly conservative until he ultimately anchored himself in a rigid and militant
Salafism. This shift appears less as a natural process of maturation than as a “reverse evolution”: a regression from
rationality to dogmatism, and from open-minded, reformist thought to rigid doctrinal rigidity. In his final stage,
‘Imara defended extremist Islamist movements such as the Muslim Brotherhood and ISIS, while vehemently
opposing rationalist currents. Despite his broad command of the Islamic heritage and his professional independence
from official institutions, his late writings were often polemical and at times takfiri in tone. Moreover, although
deeply familiar with the intellectual tradition of the Shia, he, like other Salafis, launched sharp and unreasonable
attacks on Shiite thought, producing several works on this theme in addition to numerous lectures. Among Tmara’s
notable works are Islamization of Knowledge, Ibn Rushd bayn al-Gharb wa-I-Islam (“Ibn Rushd between the West
and Islam”), and Muhammad ‘Abduh: Tujdid al-Dunya bi-Tajdid al-Din (“Renewing the World through
Renewing Religion”). The present article, authored by Professor ‘Abd al-Jabbar Rifa'T and translated into Persian
with the author’s permission, critically examines the intellectual stages and transformations of Muhammad ‘Imara.

Keywords: Muhammad ‘Tmara; ‘Abd al-Jabbar RifaT; Islamization of Knowledge; Salafism; contemporary Islamic thought.
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