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Research Article

The Impact of the Revival of Philosophy on the Revival of Science in the llkhanid
Era Based on the Actions of Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tist (657-672 AH)

Muhammad Baghestani*

The Ilkhanid era (654-753 AH) is one of the different periods of Iranian history during
which important developments occurred in this land. One of the most important of these
developments was the revival of the trend of science management in Islamic civilization.
The state of science and the trends governing it had gone through two different periods of
prosperity and decline until the rise of the Mongols. However, during the Ilkhanid era of
the invading Mongols, the conditions changed and the state of science once again
flourished in a part of the territory of Islamic civilization (Iran). This great development
was due to the scholarly and comprehensive efforts of Khwaja Nasir al-Din TasT (657-
672 AH). As the most unique philosopher in history, he played an important role in the
trend of science management during this period by accepting executive work in the newly
established government of the Mongol Ilkhanate. He was able to transform the decadent
atmosphere of science, make it flourish in a part of the geographical territory of Islamic
civilization, and give it a 150-year continuity. The hypothesis of this research is that
Khwiaja was able to benefit from his philosophical insight as a tool for playing the role of
agency in the revival of science and the management trends that dominated it. Delving
into the factors of the decline of science and how to grant agency to philosophy in the
reconstruction and permanent revival of the trend of science management is the main
topic of this research, which we have analyzed and explained using a descriptive-
analytical method. The results of this research show that the revival of numerous roles for
philosophy in the social, political, economic, and cultural milieu as a precursor to its role
in the climate of science and its proper management in this historical period took place
with the agency of Khwaja Nasir and the support of the Ilkhanids.

Keywords: Khwaja Nasir al-Din TasT, philosophy, Ilkhanid era, management of science,
observatory, Mongols.
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