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Research Article

Epistemic Transfer from Melodious, Poetic, and Mythical Words to Platonic
Ideas; A Movement from Hearing to Seeing in Ancient Thought
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Jahangir Mas'oudi 2
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There is an ancient narration about a type of primitive language that is expressed in
the form of the myth of the Tower of Babel. According to this ancient implication
of language, human beings used to speak a single language that was taken away
from them as a result of rebellion and then various languages emerged. These
languages, with a phonetic and inspirational characteristic that is formed by the
participation of letters, sounds, and syllables, have a special music and tone in them.
Some believe that using these languages, it is possible to give objects their real
names. But in the period between the mythological poets of ancient Greece such as
Homer and Hesiod to philosophers such as Socrates and Plato, another implication
of language emerges that changes our definition and understanding of it. Plato
makes number the basis of reason instead of letters and words. With a Pythagorean
background, he moves from the music and tone of letters and words to their form
and meaning, and subordinates spoken words to the structure of language. The main
characteristic of pre-philosophical language is being heard, the cadence and
pronunciation of words affect meaning, and if, based on historical evidence, we
realize the connection of these cadences with Divine inspirations and sacred and
unconscious texts, our understanding of meaning and words changes. In this article,
we attempt to examine the intellectual backgrounds of ancient poets and early
Greek philosophers historically to show that a fundamental change has occurred in
our relationship with language and words through Pythagoras and Plato.
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