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Abstract

This article attempts to examine the manner in which the aesthetic
experience emerges as a perceptual-biological capacity and its relationship
to Kant's view of "aesthetic disinterested pleasure," focusing on the
Evolutionary Theory of Art from the perspective of Mohan Matthen, a
contemporary Indian-Canadian philosopher. Matthen believes that art,
instead of being merely a cultural or conventional matter, is rooted in
perceptual and cognitive processes that have developed throughout the
history of human evolution. On the other side, Immanuel Kant, by
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introducing the concept of "disinterested pleasure" in the Critique of
Judgment and explaining the four moments of Quality, Quantity, Relation,
and Modality, interprets aesthetics as arising from a subjective experience
devoid of external interest. This article, using a descriptive-analytical
method, seeks to show how Matthen's view can provide a biological-
cognitive foundation for Kant's theory of disinterested pleasure. The
findings indicate that these two approaches, despite their different origins,
can be complementary at a deeper level.
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