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Non-Iranian and Iranian travel writers have given different reports of the
martyrdom event and then the burial of the body of the 8th Imam of Shiites
in the land of Khorasan, in the year 203 AH, until the Qajar era. In this re-
search, the reports of classical geographers and domestic and foreign trav-
el writers about the martyrdom and burial of Imam Reza (peace be upon
him) from the 3rd century to the end of the 13th century are discussed.
The research community is 40 travelogues. Of these, thirty travelogues
are non-Iranian and ten Iranian travelogues have also been examined. The
research method in this research is quantitative and qualitative with a de-
scriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues and geography
books. This research aims to find the answer to how the event of martyr-
dom and the place of burial of Hazrat Reza, peace be upon her, are de-
scribed in the travelogues of Europeans and Iranians? The findings of this
research indicate that religious reports about the martyrdom and burial of
Imam Reza (peace be upon her) were mentioned in a small or incomplete
form by geographers and travel writers until the end of the 11th century. In
the reports of the early centuries after the martyrdom, they did not mention
the name of the murderer or the perpetrator of the martyrdom in their trav-
elogues for any possible reason. After that, in the 12th and 13th centuries of
the lunar calendar, with the integration of religious and Shiite institutions
after the Safavids, in the Qajar era, due to the frequent presence of travel
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writers to the threshold of Al-Quds and their attention to reflection and criticism of the event and
burial, reporting on the event of martyrdom. It has reached its peak in travelogues.

Key words:
Shrine of Imam Reza (a.s.), Tomb of Imam Reza (a.s.), travelogues, Astan Quds Razavi,
geographers, Mashhad.

1.Introduction

The presence of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) at the beginning of the third
century of the lunar calendar was the most important event in the land of Kho-
rasan and in the history of Islam. The news and reports related to this presence,
especially the form and quality of martyrdom and the killer of Imam (a.s.), were
not clearly mentioned in travelogues and geographical books until the 6th centu-
ry. Geographers and travel writers, although in narrating historical events based
on independence in voting, they have recorded their news outside of the margins
and desires of the government, as it was. But some considerations and personal
inclinations of his have caused that until the twelfth century of the lunar calen-
dar, consistent and complete news were not mentioned in his reports about the
incident of martyrdom and the cause of the murder and its quality.

2. Methods

In this research, in addition to examining the reports of travelogues, some of
the reports of geographers up to the sixth century, such as Ibn Huqal and Abu
Dalf, who wrote their books in the style of travel memoirs, and are considered
among the travelogues, are examined and cited. Noghan and Sanabad, after the
burial of the 8th Imam of Shiites, joined together, over the centuries and with the
emergence of ideal living conditions and economic and security prosperity, the
acceptance and acceptance of the mass settlement of immigrants and pilgrims,
became the gathering center of the presence of Muslims. The climatic, economic
and historical conditions of the region and even the administrative missions as
well as the curiosity of travel writers made a significant range of them travelers
to Mashhad. . Some of these travel writers, in their travel reports, find the root
cause of martyrdom and how the Imam (a.s.) was killed. This issue is important
because the correct reports of travel writers about the martyrdom of the slain
imam, as well as incorrect reports, are monitored. In this research, more than
eighty travelogues, which have religious news and reports, about Imam Reza
(a.s.) and various details about the shrine of Razavi, have been examined. It
should be noted that half of these works did not even mention the biography of



153 Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13, Issue 4, Winter 2025, Serial Number 52

Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and the rest of the travelogues mentioned dif-
ferent aspects of the martyrdom event and the burial place. In this research, the
reports presented by him are cited.

The research method in this research is based on quantitative and qualitative
methods with a descriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues and
geographical books from the 3rd to the 13th lunar centuries. First, by collecting
and reviewing data and reports, the information content is separated based on
the proposed questions, and then it is documented and classified based on the
thematic list and frequency of data.

3. Discussions and conclusion

Geographers have rarely mentioned the martyrdom of Hazrat Reza (AS) by
Ma’mun in their books until the sixth lunar century. Gradually, from the 3rd
century, when the shadow of the Abbasid caliphate over the Khorasan region be-
came less prominent, the name of the place was mentioned as Mashhad al-Reza
in their reports. In the history, the word “burial place” of Imam Reza (a.s.), like
his court, has changed over time in the reports; Tomb of Ali al-Reza, Mashhad
of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza, Mashhad of Razavi, Mashhad of the Holy, and finally
in the 13th century AH onwards, travel writers refer to the shrine of Imam Reza
(a.s.) and the shrine of the eighth Imam in their travelogues. The 12th and 13th
lunar centuries are the era of prosperity and economic prosperity and political
connections between Iran and other countries, Mashhad witnessed the presence
of a large number of European and other travel writers, half of the travel writers
visiting Mashhad focused on the person of Imam Reza (peace be upon him) and
the event of martyrdom and burial. They have not mentioned any articles or
reports. A number of them have expressed the dimensions of the event of martyr-
dom and burial, as well as presenting the starting point of the emergence of the
shrine of Imam Reza (a.s.) and Astan Quds in its various historical dimensions.
According to Shia news, such travelogues, the news of the martyrdom of the 8th
Imam of Shia, the quality and form of the murder, in any way it happened, wheth-
er based on scholarly research and Shia documents, or field and local questions
from residents, neighbors and fellow travelers, or taken Other travel writers have
mentioned it in their travelogues. Another point is that most of the travelogues in
the Qajar era were written in English, they used precise English terms in writing
and observing literary points as well as understanding the content. For example,
the translation of the words “martyr” and “martyrdom” for Imam (peace be upon
him) or the derivatives of the verb to kill and the noun “killer” for Ma’mun have
been mentioned exactly in their travelogues and in the appropriate place.
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