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The existence of divine proof at all times and its continuation until the Day
of Resurrection is one of the tenets of Shia belief, even among the branch
sects; Hence, even the Wagqjifites (Waaqefiyyah) and the opponents of Imam
Reza’s (p. b. u. h) imamate came through this principle in rejecting him and
denied his Imamate. However, during the narration that is analyzed in the
following article, Hazrat Reza, peace be upon him, answered the deniers of
his Imamate. The imamate of Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) was doubted once af-
ter the martyrdom of his noble father, and it led to the formation of waaqefi-
yah, and once again, the fact that he did not have children at an advanced
age caused doubts among some of his followers. so that some of them
converted to waaqefiya; Despite this, there was a definite belief in the con-
tinuity of divine proofs in the beliefs of the Shiites, to such an extent that
even the Wagqifites had no choice but to adapt their deviant beliefs to this
original belief in order to achieve their goals. This article, while re-reading
Ibn Bashar’s narration, explains Ibn Qiyama’s conversation with the Imam
of the Waaqgefiyyah group, with a verbal and ruling approach, explaining
the Imamate after him. The issue of the earth not being empty of imams
from a theological point of view, on the one hand, and the issue of the ab-
sence of two speaking imams at the same time from a ruling point of view,
on the other hand, are two important and fundamental points in this article;
that Ibn Qiyamai Waagefi in his conversation with Imam Reza (p. b. u. h)

Cite this The Author (s): Golmakani, R; Delbari, A; Davoudi Dehaghani, Mh (2024). Theological and
philosophical Analysis of Ibn Qiyama’s Narrative on the Issue of Continuity of Authority (Hojjat) and the
Presence of Two Speaking Imams in the Same Era: Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang Razavi. Year 13,
Issue 4, Winter 2025, Serial Number 52 — (131- 150)-

@ @ DOI1:10.22034/farzv.2024.464265.2011



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8368-5636
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5427-4654
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-8085-7494

Theological and philosophical Analysis of Ibn Qiyama's Narrative on the Issue of Continuity of Authority ... 132

acknowledges both of the mentioned issues. Due to the lack of specific background in this field,
The innovation of this article is in this aspect, which makes it clear in an interdisciplinary way with
a theological and ruling point of view, and in a descriptive and analytical method, while examining
and analyzing the content of the mentioned hadith, and analyzing the various affairs of the Imam-
ate, that the dignity of Wilayat is the only dignity that The title of Hojjat, meaning intermediary in
divine grace, is continuous and manifests in only one person from the divine saints at any time and
cannot be assigned to two people at the same time.

Key words:
Continuity of divine proof, the rule of grace, Imam’s affairs, waqfiyyah, intercession of
grace, Hossein bin Qiyama.

1. Introduction

Divine authority is the intermediary between the material earth and the spir-
itual heavens. The system of existence, including the earth, is stable thanks to
the existence of Imam Masoom. It is clear that such a role, which is the link be-
tween God and all blessings; It cannot be performed by two Imams at the same
time, because such a role is not a creditable and abstract matter, but rather a real
matter that has only one example, and this is the meaning of the hadith “at the
same time, two people cannot be imam at the same time unless one of them does
nothing.

The existence of divine proof at all times and its continuation until the Day of
Resurrection is one of the tenets of Shia belief, even among the branch sects;
Hence, even the Wagqifites (Waaqefiyyah) and the opponents of Imam Reza’s
(p. b. u. h) imamate came through this principle in rejecting him and denied his
Imamate. However, during the narration that is analyzed in the following arti-
cle, Hazrat Reza, peace be upon him, answered the deniers of his Imamate. The
imamate of Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) was doubted once after the martyrdom of his
noble father, and it led to the formation of waaqefiyah, and once again, the fact
that he did not have children at an advanced age caused doubts among some of
his followers. so that some of them converted to waagefiya; Despite this, there
was a definite belief in the continuity of divine proofs in the beliefs of the Shiites,
to such an extent that even the Wagifites had no choice but to adapt their deviant
beliefs to this original belief in order to achieve their goals. This article, while
re-reading Ibn Bashar’s narration, explains Ibn Qiyama’s conversation with the
Imam of the Waagefiyyah group, with a verbal and ruling approach, explaining
the Imamate after him. The issue of the earth not being empty of imams from
a theological point of view, on the one hand, and the issue of the absence of
two speaking imams at the same time from a ruling point of view, on the other
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hand, are two important and fundamental points in this article; that Ibn Qiyamai
Waagefi in his conversation with Imam Reza (p. b. u. h) acknowledges both
of the mentioned issues. The innovation of this article is in this aspect, which
makes it clear in an interdisciplinary way with a theological and ruling point of
view, and in a descriptive and analytical method, while examining and analyz-
ing the content of the mentioned hadith, and analyzing the various affairs of the
Imamate, that the dignity of Wilayat is the only dignity that The title of Hojjat,
meaning intermediary in divine grace, is continuous and manifests in only one
person from the divine saints at any time and cannot be assigned to two people
at the same time.

Therefore, Ibn Qiyama’s question to Imam Reza (p. b. u. h), and Imam Reza’s
answer, in addition to showing the ruling atmosphere of that time and the activi-
ties of the Wagqifia in justifying their claim, include two important points:

The first point is the acknowledgment by the elders of other religions that they
believe in the continuity of the evidence among the followers of Ahl al-Bayt;
that this belief can be taken according to one of the two interpretations in the
argument about the necessity of Prophet and Imam by means of the rule of grace;
Because in this interpretation, the closeness to God in the Prophet and the Imam
by obeying the divine commands is conditional on the acts of coercive power.

The second point in this narrative is the imam’s discussion about the impossi-
bility of two active and speaking imams at the same time; Considering the affairs
of the imam and the prophet and proving the lack of presence in the affairs of
religious authority, judgment and public leadership, it became clear that the lack
of gathering of two imams in the matter of guardianship means that it is not pos-
sible to exercise this guardianship at the same time by two imams. This special
meaning of Wilayat is the mediation of grace in the ranks of existence.

In general, the existence of a prophet together with an imam who have a forma-
tive guardianship in the sense of the mediation of grace, must be stated as a true
separate case; That is, only one imam or one prophet is the owner of originating
guardianship, but if we consider the prophet and imam only in terms of social
affairs and public leadership, there is no problem with the existence of one imam
and one prophet or two imams or two prophets at the same time.
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