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Abstract

The use of dreams has long held a special place among the Mahdist
claimants. Since they do not have sufficient evidence to prove their
claim, they have caused deviation in the waiting society by incorrectly
applying the verses and narrations of this chapter. Among the
claimants is "Ahmad Isma’1l Basri." He says: Prophet Jacob did not
know that Joseph would be his successor and the prophet after him.
This important revelation came after Joseph's dream, and Joseph's
brothers were able to understand Joseph's prophethood through this
dream. As a result, dreams can serve as a means to recognize divine
guidance (Ahmad Isma’il, n.d.: 56 and 60 - Part of the Muharram
sermon, 5 Muharram 1432 AH). The purpose of the present study is to
explain and analyze the Quranic applications of Ahmad Basri,
focusing on the implications of Quranic verses regarding the
recognition of divine proof through dreams and their refutation, using
a descriptive-analytical method. The findings indicate that the lack of
attention to the context of the verses, the interference of
presuppositions, and personal tastes in the way of inferring and
misinterpreting interpretive narrations, and interpreting them with an
opinion without acceptable narrative and rational support, have led to
the incorrect application of the verses of the Quran to a particular
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person. In the research conducted on the subject of recognizing the
divine proof through dreams, the narrative documents of Ahmad
Isma’1l Basr1 haveloften been criticized and commented on, while the
present research, with a comprehensive view, criticizes the Quranic
documents of Ahmad Isma’il Basri about recognizing the divine
proofs through dreams in a logical and argumentative framework and
concludes that the Quranic documents of Ahmad Isma’il Basri about
recognizing the divine proofs through dreams are not consistent with
the correct criteria of application.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Dreams have long been recognized as a significant human experience,
consistently drawing attention throughout history. They have also
served as one of the tools employed by claimants to Mahdism during
the period of occultation—including Ahmad Isma’il Basri —to justify
their claims. Akmad Basri regards dreams as a means of identifying
the Divine Caliph and, by appealing to Qur’anic verses and prophetic
traditions, seeks to validate his false beliefs. In recent years, numerous
scholars have authored critical works examining this deviant
movement, each investigating aspects of its intellectual foundations
and argumentative methods, such as the authority of dreams, the use
of "Istikharah, ” the claimed descent from the Imam al-Mahdi (AJ),
interpretation of traditions, the doctrine of "Raj‘ah," (Return) the
knowledge of the Imam, and "Mubahalah." Building upon these
scholarly efforts, the present study undertakes a comprehensive and
analytical critique of Ahmad Isma’il Basr’s Qur’anic evidences
regarding the possibility of recognizing Divine Proofs through
dreams.

Literature Review

Despite various analyses of Ahmad Isma’il Basri’s intellectual
movement, few works rigorously evaluate his claim that the Quran
supports the recognition of Divine Proofs through dreams. The core
objective of this study is to systematically assess and ultimately
challenge those Quranic claims, directly addressing a gap in existing
research and offering a reasoned critique of Basri’s arguments.
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Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical, library-based approach;
critically examining Basri’s cited Quranic verses in light of
established exegetical principles. The main thesis is that Basri’s
interpretations are contextually unsupported and methodologically
flawed, and this analysis exposes the inconsistencies between his
arguments and valid Quranic teachings.

Results

The Holy Qur’an addresses the issue of dreams in various verses and
confirms the authenticity of true dreams. However, the main challenge
posed by the movement of Ahmad Isma’il Basri lies in his
interpretation and application of such verses to justify the recognition
of Divine Proofs by ordinary people. According to Qur’anic teachings
and narrations from the infallibles, prophets and Imams (AS) are
divinely appointed, and a dream holds probative value only when it is
seen or confirmed by a Divine Proof—such as Prophet Yiisuf’s dream,
which was affirmed by Prophet Ya‘qab. Basri’s interpretation of
revalation in verse 111 of Surah al-Ma’idah as a dream lacks
definitive evidence, and, given the presence of multiple possible
meanings, it cannot be proven. Even if accepted, the verse refers
specifically to the disciples of Jesus and cannot be generalized.
Likewise, his followers’ claim that the revelation to the mother of
Musa was a dream cannot serve as a basis for generalizing true dreams
among all people, since the probative authority of a dream applies
only to the person who experiences it and cannot be extended to
others.

Keywords: Ahmad Isma’il Basri, Quranic Documents, Divine Proofs,
Dreams, Revelation, Inspiration.
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