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Abstract

The close connection between humans and their surrounding environment and
geographical location has made this factor play a determining role in shaping their
personality and ethics. For this reason, the environment is considered one of the
fundamental factors in cultivating moral virtues and human happiness. Conversely,
the innate rational inclination of humans toward ethical living makes it necessary to
address the impact of philosophical achievements on ethical perspectives. This
article, using a descriptive-analytical method, addresses the following question:
Based on Mulla Sadra's ontological perspective on the soul as "bodily in origin and
spiritual in subsistence” (jismaniyat al-huduth wa ruhaniyat al-baga’), do
environment and geography influence the formation of practical reason and the
ethical dimension of humans? And if the answer is affirmative, how can this
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explanation and analysis be articulated? A review of Mulla Sadra's works shows that,
with an ontological approach, he considers the human soul to be the source of ethics,
and his ontological understanding of the world and humans reflects his distinctive
ethical achievements. He introduces the material world as the origin of the human
soul, which evolves from the mineral level to the vegetative and then to the animal
level. Therefore, based on the principle of "the soul being bodily in origin and
spiritual in subsistence," geographical factors influence human ethics. From his
perspective, the impact of the environment on ethics is explained through the
connection between the soul and the body and the soul's developmental capacity
originating from the body.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, soul, environment, ethics, bodily in origin and spiritual in
subsistence

Statement of the Problem

Ethics, as a human phenomenon, encompasses a significant portion of individual and
social beliefs, and its evaluative impact on human happiness is undeniable (Zakavati,
2014: 39). Geographical and environmental factors play an important role in
influencing the body and, consequently, the soul and ethics of humans. Research
shows that people's sensory, psychological, and ethical reactions have a logical and
inseparable connection with their living environment (Nouhi, 2009: 87). Hence, the
environment is recognized as one of the factors influencing ethics, as human
personality develops and perfects itself through interaction with the environment and
its reflections. Therefore, identifying environmental factors and reforming and
managing negative characteristics arising from the surrounding environment is
essential.

The close relationship between humans and their environment has made the place of
living a facilitating factor for moral perfections and human happiness (Shokoubhi,
2002: 84). Because in a suitable living environment, humans can develop their body
and soul. Al-Farabi attributes differences in human ethics and behavior to disparities
in climate and living conditions and believes that human ethics are influenced by
geographical factors such as climate, air, land, and living conditions. In his book
"Al-Siyasat al-Madaniya,” he introduces nature and the environment as factors
affecting the diversity of human ethics and morals (Al-Farabi, 2004: 37). Ibn Sina
believes that changes in physical conditions affect states of the soul, and the
interaction of the five senses with the surrounding environment influences the
formation of certain perceptions, habits, and characteristics of individuals (Ibn Sina,
2007: 308). In the foundations of traditional medicine, some Islamic physicians have
referred to seven natural levels that are essential for human balance and health. These
levels also indicate the influence of climate on ethics (Velayati, 2009: 126). From
their perspective, places and climates, body components, seasons, and times each
have a specific temperament that can have different effects on ethics.



Suhrawardi, with an illuminative approach, considers the source of all climates and
qualities to be in the world of archetypes and attributes the root of human ethics to
their temperament. He also believes in the influence of the environment and
geographical determinism on ethics, although he ultimately holds that humans can
free themselves from the constraints of characteristics and traits arising from various
temperaments and environments (Suhrawardi, 1999: 105). The importance and
necessity of examining this historical trajectory, particularly in the works and
thoughts of Mulla Sadra, on the one hand, reveal his ontological perspective on the
soul as a superior theory compared to material foundations, and on the other hand,
demonstrate his view on the practical reason or ethics of the soul based on the theory
of bodily origination and spiritual subsistence. He believes that the soul initially has
a material existence and, through substantial motion, attains intellectual
immateriality. The environment influences the formation of the soul and human
ethics, and from his perspective, the ethical life of each individual is realized through
understanding and managing the environment and, if necessary, changing or
resisting its negative effects. Therefore, the central question of this article is as
follows: Based on Mulla Sadra's ontological perspective on the soul as "bodily in
origin and spiritual in subsistence,” do environment and geography influence the
formation of practical reason and the ethical dimension of humans? And if the
answer is positive, how can this explanation and analysis be possible?

Method
The present research is fundamental and comparative, and given the subject, diverse
qualitative methods such as descriptive, comparative, and analytical have been used,
based on the review of library resources to study and analyze various dimensions of
the topic.

Findings and Results

Mulla Sadra's ethical view is influenced by his theory of the soul's bodily origination
and spiritual subsistence, which is based on the principles of substantial motion and
gradation in existence. According to this view, the soul begins with a material
existence in the corporeal world and gradually, through substantial motion, elevates
to intellectual immateriality; this journey occurs across gradational levels. Mulla
Sadra considers the material world as the starting point for the development of the
soul, which evolves from the mineral level to the vegetative and then to the animal
level. The soul begins from the material world and is influenced by the environment
at each stage of its journey until it reaches the human level.

From the Sadrian perspective, the soul, when attached to the body, is not purely
spiritual but is a bodily occurrence. Initially, it belongs to the corporeal world and
gradually enhances its potential toward the spiritual level. External factors, including
the environment, are effective from the very beginning in shaping ethics and human
virtues. Mulla Sadra believes that the primary origin and emergence of the soul is



from the materials of this world, and this determines human perception of the natural
environment, which in turn shapes their ethics and behavior.

Based on the principle of the soul's bodily origination and spiritual subsistence,
geographical factors affect the body and consequently influence the soul and human
ethics. Therefore, ethical and wise living for the individual and society depends on
the conscious recognition and choice of the environment. However, it should be
noted that humans bear the primary responsibility for understanding and managing
their environment; and if thoughtful improvement of the environment is not
effective, the individual must either strive inwardly to combat negative traits arising
from the environment or consider relocation and change of place.
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