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Abstract

Contrary to the common perception that Illuminationist ontology is a closed, pre-
given reality, the author of this paper argues that the Illuminationist system is a
process whose realization can be explained by the intervention of human relations.
The main question of this article is: what is llluminationist ontology, and what is its
relationship with human relations and politics? To answer this question, the author
proceeds as follows: first, Suhrawardi’s ontology is explained in both the arc of
descent (qaws al-nuzul) and the arc of ascent (gaws al-su'ud). Then, by highlighting
the influential role of human relations in the process of returning the "West" of
existence to the "East" of Lights, the paper creates the conditions for the entry of the
political into the determination of being. Subsequently, by extending the political
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sphere to the arc of descent, the author links the entire circle of being with politics,
establishing an inseparable connection between the process of existential formation
and politics. The author uses a descriptive-analytical method in this paper.

Keywords: Light, Ontology, Suhrawardi, The Political, Arc of Descent, Arc of
Ascent.

Statement of the Problem

Suhrawardi lived in an era where the notion of overpowering dominance (taghallub)
was the prevailing idea, both theoretically and practically. In the realm of thought,
this was precisely the period when Ghazali, after the rationalism of philosophers like
Farabi and Avicenna, stood against rationalism by writing The Incoherence of the
Philosophers. He promoted the Ash'ari and Sufi-Sharia-based views. Theoretically,
he sought to diminish the power of reason in the history of thought, negate natural
causality and human will, and thus extend the realm of absolute truth across all
existence. In doing so, he made humanity politically apathetic and irresponsible
toward the existing state of affairs. According to this view, human relations and
politics were eliminated from the process of existential formation, and God alone
determined the universe.

In the political arena, by depriving man of will, Ghazali absolved him of
responsibility for the hardships of the status quo, turning him into a mere follower
of the existing rule. The practical sphere was a concrete manifestation of this view,
and Suhrawardi's political situation was a clear embodiment of this dominant outlook
on the world. Political rule was limited to the caliphate, where a corrupt ruler could
be the political authority, and the people had no right to protest against him.

To explain and provide a fitting response to the theoretical and practical crisis of his
time, Suhrawardi, following Farabi and Avicenna, offered a political interpretation
of the universe. He countered the dominant view by giving politics an effective
agency in the process of being. In truth, what emerges from Suhrawardi's entire
viewpoint is that the political dominance of the caliphate was rooted in metaphysics.
For this reason, to resolve the political and social crisis of the caliphate, there was
no choice but to perform a metaphysical surgery on which the practical politics
stood. In this paper, the author attempts to explain the work Suhrawardi did in his
Illuminationist view, where he establishes a link between politics and being, thereby
providing a political interpretation of Suhrawardi's universe. This article addresses
and answers several sub-questions:

1.What is llluminationist ontology, and what is its relationship with the human
sphere?

2.What is the role of the development of theoretical reason and its connection to
political order?

3.What is the relationship between politics and Illuminationist ontology?
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Research Method

In the present research descriptive-analytical method was used, consulting
Suhrawardi's primary philosophical texts to offer a novel interpretation of his
thought.

Research Background

Numerous articles have been written on Suhrawardi's political thought, attempting
to deduce his political views and explain the structure of politics based on his
Illuminationist philosophy. However, the author of this paper does not intend to
deduce a political structure from Suhrawardi’s ontology, as other articles have done.
Instead, this paper seeks to take a fundamental look at Suhrawardi’s ontology,
linking the very process of being with the political sphere and establishing an
intrinsic connection between politics and the essence of the existential process. In
this respect, the present article addresses a new subject, and there is no prior research
on this topic.

Findings and Results

The political understanding of being and the nature of metaphysics that emerges in
Islamic philosophy, particularly in Suhrawardi’s philosophy, is a metaphysical
response to the political and social conditions of Suhrawardi’s own time. To find an
appropriate answer to the socio-political crisis of his era, he saw no way other than
to articulate a political thought to improve the conditions of that period. For this
reason, unlike the philosophies before him that dealt with theoretical foundations and
general ontological concepts in metaphysics, and which considered knowledge,
ethics, and politics to be based on philosophical metaphysics, Suhrawardi integrated
metaphysics with politics. By offering a political interpretation of metaphysics and
uniting metaphysics with politics, he sought answers to the problems of his time.

In fact, by elevating politics to the status of metaphysics, he considered political-
social crises to be metaphysical crises and, by designing a new metaphysics and
connecting it with politics, he created a metaphysical link between his philosophy
and the conditions of his time. In contrast to Ghazali's interpretation, Suhrawardi
formulated his metaphysics and political theory and, through the synthesis of
metaphysics with politics, created a special place for humanity in ontology. He
entrusted the world, especially the relationships of the material world, such as
politics, to humanity. In this way, he wrote his political metaphysics in opposition to
the prevailing politics of his time.

This article analyzes the current topic under several important subheadings, which
are as follows: First, the structure of Illuminationist ontology is explained, and the
system of existence is described in the form of the arc of descent and the arc of ascent
with concepts such as Light of Lights, lllumination, East, and West, and similar
concepts. Then, by resorting to the logic that Suhrawardi places human relations in
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the arc of ascent, the main goal of the article is analyzed, and the relationship
between politics and the arc of ascent is examined. With this explanation, it becomes
clear that Suhrawardi transforms reason and ethics, which pave the way for the
progress of the West toward the East of existence, into politics, and in this way, the
precedence of human society in the arc of ascent is revealed.

By introducing humanity and politics into ontology, Suhrawardi has given politics
the power to change the world of being. In his view, when human relations and
politics appear as an existential component in the world, the groundwork will be laid
for human intervention in the flourishing of existence and the system of the material
world, and commensurate with the political transformation of the world, it too will
undergo a deep and fundamental change. He also considers the presence of politics
in the ontological system to be necessary and non-temporary, as he considers the
"teacher of existence" to be essential for the essence of the Light of Lights. He also
believes that human relations and politics should not be considered limited to the arc
of descent, but since man has the ability to reach the position of the First Agent, he
therefore believes that the political sage, after returning from the West of existence
to the East of Lights, embarks on the path of descent. In this way, he traverses the
entire system of existence, and on this basis, the entire system of existence becomes
connected to politics.

It is clear that Suhrawardi uses metaphysics to explain political and social crises. To
solve the problems of the prevailing politics, he seeks to establish a metaphysics that
can find possibilities to confront the problems of his time. His solution is to interpret
metaphysics in a way that gives human relations and politics an active role. In his
ontology, Suhrawardi, who presented existence in the arc of descent based on the
illumination of God in the form of a series of vertical and horizontal intellects,
corresponds the return of the West of existence to the East of Lights in the arc of
ascent with the rational development of man in the stages of potential intellect, actual
intellect, and acquired intellect. It is here that he links metaphysics to human activity
by introducing human development into the process of existential development.
Since he considers practical reason to be prior to theoretical reason, he therefore
considers practical reason to be the basis of man’s rational development and, through
this, the basis for returning the West of existence to the East of Lights. In practical
reason, which he divides into three areas: ethics, family administration, and civic
administration (politics), Suhrawardi makes politics the foundation of the other two
areas of practical reason, and in this way, creates a close connection between politics
and metaphysics. Suhrawardi also does not consider politics to be a temporary stage
in the process of existential development. Since he recognizes the West of existence
as a manifestation of the essence of the Light of the World, he also introduces politics
as an unassailable stage in metaphysics. With this same perspective, he does not
consider the influence of politics on metaphysics to be limited to the arc of ascent.
After the political sage is able to guide the arc of ascent to the West of existence
through rational development, he subsequently becomes the center of the world due
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to his existential development, a similarity in being with God, and the absorption of
all existence within himself. The beings of the world are then conceived of as tools
at his disposal. It is here that Suhrawardi extends politics into the arc of descent by
recognizing the political sage as active in it. In this way, by establishing the divine
sage in the political system and extending it into the arc of descent, he creates the
conditions for the transformation of the world.
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