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Study on the Essence of Perfection from Farabi's Perspective
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Abstract

The discussion of perfection is one of the fundamental issues in various sciences.
The main question of this article is: what is the nature of perfection from Farabi's
perspective? To address this question, a descriptive and analytical method has been
used, and the key findings of this research indicate that Farabi did not provide an
essentialist definition of perfection; his intended meaning of perfection is that it is
devoid of deficiency. He believes that there is a connection between perfection,
happiness, pleasure, and good; meaning all goods and instances of happiness are
considered a type of perfection for humans, and at least some pleasures are
perfection. In other words, although these terms differ from one another in their
concepts, they share at least some instances. From Farabi's viewpoint, perfection is
something gradational (tashkiki) and has different levels. By considering existents,
we understand that God is at the highest level, and material beings are at the lowest
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level of perfection. This philosopher has proposed three criteria—the Active
Intellect, happiness, and reaching the presence of the Truth (God)—as the criteria
for supreme perfection in his various works. These three criteria are not mutually
exclusive; rather, it is possible to combine them. He also discusses perfection in
relation to God's essence, attributes, and actions, and provides proof for his claim.

Keywords: Essence, Perfection, Gradational (Tashkiki), Contingent Being
(Mumkin al-Wujtd), God, Farabi.

The Problem Statement

One of the central discussions concerning the nature of perfection is whether there
exists an essential definition for it or not. In the article "Definition, Instances, and
Types of Perfection from Farabi's Perspective," published in issue 4 of Rational
Theology, it was explained that Farabi did not provide an essential definition of
perfection; rather, his intended meaning of perfection is something that is the
opposite of deficiency. That is, he defined perfection in terms of its opposite
(deficiency), which is not an essential definition.

Another fundamental issue regarding perfection is how Farabi articulated its
divisions. The previous article explained that Farabi, on one hand, divided perfection
into first perfection and second perfection, and on the other hand, into natural and
acquired perfection. It is worth noting that natural perfection, insofar as it pertains to
natural beings, does not apply to God. Acquired perfection applies to contingent
beings (mumkin al-wujid) that possess will, including humans, and is highly
regarded in ethical schools. However, it does not apply to God, because God
possesses all perfections at once and does not acquire them later.

The main question of this article is: what is the nature of perfection from Farabi's
perspective? The subsidiary questions addressed in this article are as follows: What
is the relationship between perfection, happiness, good, and pleasure? Is perfection,
from Farabi's viewpoint, a univocal matter or a gradational (mushakkik) matter with
different levels? If perfection is gradational (tashkik1), what is the highest level of
perfection (supreme perfection)? From Farabi's perspective, is there a single criterion
for supreme perfection, or are there multiple criteria? Are these criteria mutually
exclusive, or is it possible to combine them? What is meant by the perfection of God?
And what arguments exist for the perfection of God.

Method
Descriptive- analytical method was used in this research, and the data has been
collected through library studies and rational contemplations.
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Finding and Result

As we stated, Farabi did not provide an essential definition of perfection and defined
it in terms of its opposite, namely deficiency. This definition by opposite applies
both to contingent beings and to God; meaning, in the case of God, there is absolutely
no deficiency whatsoever, and contingent beings are free from some deficiencies.
Instead of absolute deficiency, we should speak of relative deficiency.

From the discussions, we understood that there is a close connection between
perfection, happiness, good, and pleasure; meaning, all goods and instances of
happiness are perfections for humans, and at least some pleasures are considered
perfections for humans. We also understood that, according to Farabi, perfection is
a gradational (tashkiki) and hierarchical matter, and different beings possess multiple
levels of perfection. The lowest rank is held by material beings, and the highest rank
is possessed by God, who is the Necessary Existent (Wajib al-Wujid).

Farabi expressed three criteria for the highest perfection (supreme perfection)—the
Active Intellect, happiness, and reaching the presence of the Truth (God)—in his
various works. In the author's view, these three criteria are compatible and can be
reconciled with one another; they do not conflict or contradict each other.
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