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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to explain and analyze mystical education from
the perspective of Mulla Sadra in the realm of concepts, goals, and
educational methods, using a descriptive-analytical approach. In Mulla
Sadra’s intellectual framework, mystical education encompasses a broad
conceptual scope, including all stages of human self-cultivation, such as the
development of sensory faculties, the imagination, the rational faculty, and
the faculties beyond reason. The seeker, after withdrawing from society and
undergoing a gradual educational journey, returns to the community to guide
others. This return to the people is, in fact, a continuation of the seeker’s
ascending journey and represents an existential perfection for them. The
findings of this study indicate that Mulla Sadra pursues both ultimate and
intermediary goals in his mystical education. The ultimate goals, in the realms
of theory and practice, are the attainment of the non-comprehensive
knowledge of the essence of God and the completion of the fourth journey of
the four mystical journeys. Among the intermediary goals in Mulla Sadra’s
mystical thought are annihilation in God, subsistence through God, the station
of vicegerency, the station of guardianship, the blessed existence of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Muhammadan reality, the perfect man, the
attainment of the acquired intellect, the direct perception of the truths of
existence, and self-knowledge. Among the methods employed to achieve
these goals are the method of awakening and admonition, the method of
seclusion and solitude, the method of self-accounting, the method of
cultivating the imagination, the dialectical method, and the method of
mentorship.
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