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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: In today’s rapidly evolving world, technological and cultural shifts have profoundly
transformed societal values, creating new ethical and cognitive challenges for children. This underscores the need to
revise educational approaches to better prepare them for the complex moral and social dilemmas they will encounter.
Caring thinking, as conceptualized by Matthew Lipman, blends rational reasoning with emotional and value-based
considerations, promoting decisions that are rooted in both logic and empathy.

While global P4C (Philosophy for Children) programs often rely on translated stories, Iranian children’s literature—
rooted in rich cultural and philosophical heritage—offers a unique opportunity to foster caring thinking in a localized
context. This study evaluates the presence and quality of five key components of caring thinking—value-based, emo-
tional, normative, active, and empathetic—in selected Iranian stories for age group “C” (9-12 years), assessing their
potential to support the goals of P4C.
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Method: This study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing deductive content analysis based on Mayring’s frame-
work (2000), to systematically evaluate selected Iranian children’s stories. The data analysis employs a descriptive—
interpretive method, combining precise textual descriptions with structured interpretation to reveal the presence and
quality of caring thinking components.

The research corpus consists of Iranian children’s stories targeted at age group “C” (9-12 years), purposefully selected
based on criteria such as high reprint frequency, philosophical themes (e.g., justice, freedom, responsibility), inqui-
ry-based narrative structure, diversity of authors and publishers, and recognition through literary awards. The selected
titles include: If the Snowmen Don’t Melt, An Umbrella with White Butterflies, Why Do Kites Forget Everything?,
Two Planets, The Most Beautiful Song, Goodnight Commander, Sara, Apple Jam, and the River, The Dove and the
Clock, Where Is the Coal Mine?, and The Little Black Fish.

Units of analysis included sentences, paragraphs, and entire stories. Each paragraph was treated as a semantic unit,
while the whole story served as the contextual unit. The analysis focused on Lipman’s five components of caring
thinking:

* Value-based thinking (e.g., respect, intrinsic worth)

» Emotional thinking (e.g., emotional regulation, prosocial behavior)

» Normative thinking (e.g., comparing reality with ideals)

« Active thinking (e.g., taking action for the common good)

» Empathetic thinking (e.g., understanding others’ perspectives)

Findings: The results reveal that components of caring thinking are deeply embedded in the selected Iranian children’s
stories and significantly contribute to character development and the transmission of ethical and social messages.

« Active Thinking emerged as the most prominent component, with 52 instances. It reflects purposeful actions by
characters aimed at achieving individual and collective goals. For example, in If the Snowmen Don’t Melt, children’s
collaborative efforts to build a snowman illustrate teamwork and responsibility. In Goodnight Commander, the pro-
tagonist’s transformation from a state of revenge to one of compassion and empathy represents a pivotal moral shift.

» Emotional Thinking was identified in 49 instances, playing a vital role in enhancing self-awareness and interperson-
al relationships. In Where Is the Coal Mine?, the emotional bond between a girl and her father drives the narrative’s
central quest.

« Normative Thinking appears in stories such as The Dove and the Clock, where characters challenge societal expecta-
tions, and in If the Snowmen Don’t Melt, where collective goals align with social norms.

» Empathetic Thinking, with 33 instances, promotes understanding of others’ perspectives. This is evident in Sara,
Apple Jam, and the River, where the protagonist’s desire to please her mother reflects empathy, and in The Little Black
Fish, where the hero strives for the common good.

« Value-Based Thinking, though less frequent, plays a meaningful role in guiding ethical choices through respect for
family and cultural traditions, as seen in If the Snowmen Don’t Melt and Sara, Apple Jam, and the River.
Quantitatively, If the Snowmen Don’t Melt demonstrated the highest level of caring thinking (25 instances), followed
by Goodnight Commander (23) and Where Is the Coal Mine? (22). In contrast, Why Do Kites Forget Everything?, Two
Planets, and The Dove and the Clock showed the lowest presence of caring thinking components (17 each).
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Overall, these stories emphasize collaboration, emotional bonds, and moral reflection—aligning closely with the goals
of the Philosophy for Children (P4C) program.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings indicate that Iranian children’s stories, enriched with cultural narratives, of-
fer a fertile ground for cultivating caring thinking within the framework of the Philosophy for Children (P4C) program.
These stories demonstrate the potential to foster ethical reflection, emotional awareness, and social responsibility in a
culturally rooted context.

Active thinking guides purposeful actions and promotes collaboration and accountability, as seen in If the Snowmen
Don’t Melt and Goodnight Commander, aligning with the study by Eskandari Sharafi et al. (2021). Emotional thinking,
particularly in An Umbrella with White Butterflies, enhances self-awareness and ethical decision-making, consistent
with the findings of Azamat-Madar-Fard and Qaedi (2017). Normative thinking, exemplified in The Dove and the
Clock, encourages reflection on social responsibility, echoing the work of Heydari-Nasab et al. (2022). Empathetic
thinking, highlighted in Where Is the Coal Mine?, fosters mutual understanding and aligns with the perspectives of
Hessampour and Mosleh (2014). Value-based thinking, though less prevalent, reinforces cultural and moral principles,
guiding ethical choices rooted in respect and tradition.

The cultural significance of these stories helps bridge the gap left by translated materials, making them effective tools
for inquiry circles in PAC. To maximize their educational impact, designing targeted activities and exercises aligned
with caring thinking principles is recommended.

Limitations of this study include its exclusive reliance on Lipman’s framework and the absence of comparative anal-
ysis across different age groups. Future research could explore the practical application of these stories in educational
settings and examine children’s responses during inquiry-based discussions.

In sum, Iranian children’s literature holds substantial potential for nurturing caring thinking, addressing cognitive,
emotional, and ethical developmental gaps, and promoting responsible citizenship within a culturally authentic frame-
work.
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