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Today, the preservation of independence and territorial
integrity of countries is regarded as a principle in international
law. International law and global conventions, along with
the constitutions of countries, all emphasize the principle of
“respect for territorial integrity.” However, ethnic and religious
diversity in most countries of the world, as well as the pivotal
role of “territory” in consolidating and generating power in
today’s world, confronts the “territorial integrity” of countries
with numerous internal and external challenges. Iran, with its
ethnic and religious fault lines, is no exception. This research
seeks to use a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
position of protecting the country’s territorial integrity in
the jurisprudence and legal system of Iran, particularly by
relying on the views of Imam Khomeini as the architect and
great leader of the Islamic Revolution. Accordingly, Imam
Khomeini accepted territorial integrity as an Islamic and
national principle, and fundamentally, the protection of the
Islamic territory was one of the reasons for the establishment
of his government.
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Introduction

This article examines the position of preserving territorial integrity in Islamic
jurisprudence and the Iranian legal system, focusing on the thoughts of Imam Khomeini
(RA). Given the history of external threats and internal separatist activities against Iran’s
integrity, this research aims to explain Imam Khomeini’s perspective on this issue and
its position in the system of the Islamic Republic using a descriptive-analytical method.

Literature review

Previously, research has addressed the issue of territorial integrity from the perspective of
international law or Iranian criminal law (such as the works of Ghasemi and colleagues,
Alipour Ghoshji, and Motalebi). Some studies have also generally addressed “national
security” from Imam Khomeini’s viewpoint (such as research by Ashrafi and Davoodi).
However, no research had specifically and comprehensively examined “preserving
territorial integrity from Imam Khomeini’s perspective,” and this article seeks to fill
this gap.

Conceptual and Theoretical Foundations:

Concept of Territorial Integrity and Domain:

Territorial integrity in international law means a state’s exercise of sovereignty over its
entire geographical territory and preventing secessionist activities.

In Islamic jurisprudence, the closest concept to “domain” is the term “Dar” (such as Dar
al-Islam and Dar al-Kufr), which defines boundaries more based on the beliefs of the
inhabitants and the type of government rather than mere geography.

Imam Khomeini, while accepting the system of modern nation-states and current political
borders, simultaneously emphasized the unity of the Islamic world and considered the
establishment of a single Islamic power as the ultimate ideal.

Research Findings

1. Territorial Integrity as an Islamic and National Principle:

Imam Khomeini considered the preservation of territorial integrity not only a national right
but also a religious obligation: “Guarding the frontiers of Islam is among the obligations
for which there is no greater obligation.”

He stated that one of the primary reasons for establishing an Islamic government was to
defend the country’s territorial integrity and independence.

In his view, separatism is a colonial conspiracy to weaken the Islamic world, and he
condemned it by referring to the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire.

2. The Entities Responsible for Preserving Territorial Integrity from the Imam’s
Perspective
Imam Khomeini placed the responsibility of safeguarding territorial integrity on various
institutions:
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* Government and Wilayat al-Faqth: The primary pillar for preserving territorial
integrity is the Islamic government led by a just jurist.

» Armed Forces: The army and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), as
capable arms of the system, have direct responsibility for guarding the borders.

« Scholars and Clergy: He considered this group as the historical guardians of the
independence and integrity of Islamic lands.

» The General Public: The awareness, unity, and public responsibility of the people are
the most important shield against separatist conspiracies. He warned: “If you preserve
your unity, Yadullah ma‘a al-jama‘ah (the hand of God is with the community).”

Position of Territorial Integrity in the Iranian Legal System:

 The Constitution, as the national covenant, emphasizes the inviolability and preservation
of the country’s territorial integrity in seven articles (such as Articles 9, 78, 143, 152) and
considers it a public duty.

* Ordinary laws (such as the Law on Punishment of Crimes of the Armed Forces and the
Law on Political Parties) also consider any action aimed at separating part of the country’s
territory a severe crime and, in some cases, Muharabah (waging war against God).

Position of Territorial Integrity in Islamic Jurisprudence:

« Although the Qur’an does not directly address “territorial integrity,” numerous verses
emphasize unity, brotherhood, and avoidance of division.

« Narrations from the Infallibles (AS) assign great value and virtue to guarding the borders
(Murabitah) and defending the Islamic frontiers. For example, the Prophet (PBUH) said,
“One day of guarding the frontier in the path of God is better than the world and all that
isinit”

« Sound intellect, considering the necessity of social life and collective security, also
necessitates the preservation of territorial integrity.

Conclusion

* From Imam Khomeini’s perspective, preserving Iran’s territorial integrity is a religious,
national, and rational duty and is one of the main objectives of establishing an Islamic
government.

* In his intellectual framework, this responsibility is a collective duty (Taklif Kifa’1) upon
all pillars of the government and the nation (including the leadership, the government, the
armed forces, the scholars, and the general public).

« National unity and vigilance against colonial conspiracies are the key to preserving the
country’s integrity.

« Inspired by this view, the Iranian legal system has also incorporated the protection of
territorial integrity at the highest level of its laws.

This research shows that explaining and promoting Imam Khomeini’s thoughts in this field
can inspire strategies for strengthening national solidarity and countering separatist threats
in the current situation.
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