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Criticism of the Idea of the Twelver School of Thought Being a
Forgery in the Context of the Claim of Occultation

Dr. Mehdi Aghapour Bishkek 1

Abstract

One of the most important doubts raised in the field of Imami theology is the
claim that the Twelver school of thought is fabricated based on the occultation
of the Twelfth Imam (a). According to this view, the Twelfth Imam was not a
historical or existing figure, and the claim of his birth and occultation was
considered merely a means to prevent the collapse of the Imami school of
thou?ht after the death of Imam Hasan Askari (PBUH). This view considers the
Twelver school not to be a logical and historical continuation of the idea of
Imamate, but rather a newly emerging, crisis-ridden phenomenon based on
religious fabrication. The central question in this research is: Was the claim of
occultation merely a historical justification to fill the vacuum of succession, and
was the title “Twelfth School” formed later and artificially in response to this
crisis? The main challenge also lies in the distinction between the intra-religious
historical narrative and the extra-religious critical view of this event. The
research method in this article is descriptive-analytical and using library
resources, historical and narrative data and documents have been collected and
reviewed. The findings of the research, based on reliable historical and narrative
sources, show that the belief in the existence of the twelfth Imam and the
expectation of his occultation have been rooted among the Shiites_since the
second century AH, and clear references to the occultation, uprising, and
continuity of the imamate in the twelve imams can also be seen in the sayings of
the previous imams (PBUT). Also, the analysis of the social, political, and
security contexts of the Abbasid era, especially in the era of Imam al-Askari
(PBUH), makes |tdp055|ble to explain the possibility of the twelfth Imam's birth
being hidden. In addition, the existence of early hadith, juristic, and theological
works confirm that the occultation was an emergency reaction and that the
Twelver sect was not the product of a crisis, but rather the result of a believing,
ﬁpntlnuous process focused on religious teachings in the context of Islamic
istory.
Keywords: Occultation, Twelverism, Twelfth Imam, Religious Urgency, Doubt
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