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The Guardian Jurist’s Governance: A Preparatory Model for the
Reappearance (Zuhiir)

Dr. Hossein Elahinejad !
Seyyed Hassan Siyedati 2
Abstract

This stud%/ examines the role of "preparation for the Reappearance” as a key
duty of the awaiting community during the era of occultation and its social
dimension, with emphasis on the governance of the Guardian Jurist. The
growing scholarly attention to this task highlights its significance within
Mahdism. Preparation can be analyzed in two dimensions: individual and social,
the latter being most effective through Islamic governance under the Guardian
Jurist as the general representative of the Imam Zaman (PBUH).

Three perspectives regarding the Guardian Jurist’s governance as preparato
governance are identified. The first, based on widespread injustice, rejects all
reform efforts, including the Jurist’s rule, as ineffective for preparing the ground
for the Reappearance. The second, while supporting reform movements, holds
that the Jurist’s governance cannot affect the timing or occurrence of the
Reappearance, assuming a fixed advent time. The third perspective, adopted in
this study, emphasizes the non-fixed nature of the Reappearance and its
responsiveness to human actions, asserting that the Guardian Jurist’s governance
and reform efforts contribute meaningfully to facilitating and advancing it.
Applying the third perspective, this research employs a descriptive-analytical
method using library and documentary sources to explore the foundations,
rationale, and implications of the Guardian Jurist’s governance as a preparatory
governance for the Reappearance.

Keywords: Governance, preparation for the Reappearance, social preparation,
Guardian Jurist’s governance, preparatory governance
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