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Abstract

This research aims to explain the epistemological convergence of postmodernism and Islamic
mysticism in critiquing classical rationality by addressing the main question: «How do these two
paradigms, despite fundamental differences, align in criticizing modern rationality, and how can
this convergence lead to the presentation of an epistemological model beyond the correspondence
theory?» Through the analysis of themes such as knowledge as discovery in Islamic mysticism
and the critique of representation theory, it is demonstrated that both traditions: 1. challenge
classical rationality due to its claim to comprehend infinite reality; 2. consider language and reason
incapable of fully explaining truth; in such a way that both discourses portray knowledge as
beyond the simple mind-reality relationship. However, this convergence in critique leads to
different outcomes, and while postmodernism tends toward epistemological relativism, Islamic
mysticism, relying on the manifestation of divine wisdom, proposes a three-dimensional model
based on negation (critique of instrumental reason), intuition (presential knowledge), and action
(piety as the foundation of knowledge). The present research, employing the method of
comparative analysis of texts (including the Quran, Islamic narrations, and key postmodern texts),
argues through themes such as knowledge as manifestation and critique of representation theory
that this combined model can both escape the limitations of correspondence theory and avoid
postmodern nihilism. The findings indicate that «knowledge» in this framework is not a static
representation but a dynamic process in engagement with the transcendent.

Keywords: epistemological convergence, correspondence theory, manifestation of divine
wisdom, knowledge by presence.

Introduction

This study examines the epistemological convergence between two seemingly opposing
paradigms—ypostmodernism and Islamic mysticism—in their critique of modern rationality. In the
current era, where the dominance of instrumental rationality and modern metanarratives faces
serious challenges, discovering common ground between these two intellectual traditions can open
new horizons in the philosophy of religion and epistemology. The primary question of this article is
how these two systems of thought, despite their metaphysical differences, align in critiquing the
foundations of classical rationality, and whether this convergence can lead to the creation of an
epistemological model that transcends the limitations of the correspondence theory while avoiding
the pitfalls of absolute relativism. The correspondence theory, as the foundation of modern
epistemology, defines truth as «the correspondence of mind with objective reality» (Armstrong,
1973) but fails to explain supra-rational phenomena (such as unforeseen sustenance in the Quran)
and nonlinear systems (according to chaos theory). This gap reveals the need to redefine knowledge.
Both Islamic mysticism (centered on «negation of attributes») and postmodernism (with
deconstruction) emphasize the limitations of language and reason in representing truth.

The research method in this study employs a comparative analysis of texts (Quran, narrations,
postmodern texts) , and this research shows that diverse themes (such as the supplications of Imam
Sajjad as an example) share profound commonalities with the «critique of representations»
(Derrida). Furthermore, Islamic mysticism, by presenting «knowledge as manifestation, offers a
way to overcome the impasses of modern epistemology.
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Research Findings

The examination of the epistemological convergence between Islamic mysticism and
postmodernism reveals that these two paradigms, despite metaphysical differences, share significant
commonalities in critiquing modern rationality. Both discourses, through a fundamental critique of
classical rationality and the correspondence theory, emphasize the inherent limitations of language
and human cognition. Postmodernism, with concepts such as «the end of metanarratives» (Lyotard,
1979) and «deconstruction» (Derrida, 1967) , and Islamic mysticism, with teachings like «negation
of attributes» (Ibn Arabi, 2002) and «presential knowledge,» demonstrate that ultimate truth cannot
be confined within limited rational frameworks.

In the realm of nonlinear cognition, both traditions emphasize the complexity and unpredictability of
the universe. Postmodernism, inspired by chaos theory (Lorenz, 1963) and Islamic mysticism, by
referring to verses such as «He provides for him from where he does not expect» (Quran 65:3), believes
that understanding truth requires moving beyond linear cause-and-effect models. Additionally, both
schools agree on the limitations of language in fully expressing truth, although Islamic mysticism
proposes a path to approach transcendent truth through symbolic and allegorical language.

In terms of cognitive pluralism, both paradigms emphasize the diversity of paths to knowledge,
but Islamic mysticism contextualizes this plurality within the framework of existential unity. The
findings indicate that Islamic mysticism, by proposing a tripartite model consisting of negation
(critique of instrumental reason) , intuition (presential knowledge) , and action (piety) , offers a
solution to overcome the impasses of modern epistemology that avoids both the limitations of the
correspondence theory and the absolute relativism of postmodernism.

These convergences facilitate constructive dialogue between Islamic tradition and contemporary
philosophy, paving the way for reinterpreting religious texts within new epistemological
frameworks.

Conclusion

This research shows that, despite fundamental differences, postmodernism and Islamic mysticism
share significant convergence in critiquing classical rationality. However, Islamic mysticism, by
proposing a model based on negation, intuition, and action, goes beyond postmodern relativism
and offers a paradigm that:

-Acknowledges the limitations of human understanding

-Enables gradual attainment of truth through a practical spiritual journey

The implications of the research suggest:

1. The possibility of dialogue between Western philosophy and Islamic mysticism

2. A framework for reinterpreting religious texts in the postmodern world.
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