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Abstract

Among the cities that fell into the hands of the Muslim Arabs during their conguests, Saveh is of
particular importance, because although this city fell into the hands of the Muslims more than
thirty years after the beginning of the mission of the Prophet (PBUH), it is among the few cities
in Iran that, based on the claims of hadith and narrative sources, have been known in the Hejaz
since the birth of the Prophet (PBUH). The drying up of Lake Saveh, coinciding with the birth
of the Prophet of Islam, is regarded as one of the signs of his advent and is considered one of the
so-called «Irhasat.» The main question of this descriptive-analytical research is the authenticity,
semantic value, and implications of the narrative of the drying up of Lake Saveh. How Muslim
geographers and poets dealt with this event is the secondary question of this research. By
examining the documentary account of the events of the night of the Prophet's birth, and
revealing the process of its spiritual transformation and significance on the one hand, and by
reflecting on its content, and also considering the lack of reference to the content of this hadith
in many geographical texts and Muslim conquests, as well as in the diwans of almost all poets, it
becomes clear that the drying up of Lake Saveh was not among the «Irhasat al-Nabi.» In fact,
Saveh was unknown to the Muslim Arabs before their conquest of the city, and perhaps for a
long time after that
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Introduction

Extraordinary events that occur on the eve of the birth of the prophets, after them, or before their
mission, and unlike miracles, are not accompanied by a challenge, are called Irhas or Irhasat al-
Nabi in the terminology of Muslim theologians. One of the most famous miracles, which is
actually considered a precursor to the mission of the Muslim Prophet and a sign of the
legitimacy of her mission, is the drying up of Lake Saveh at the time of the Prophet's birth.
Saveh is today a city and a county in Markazi Province in Iran. This story has been reported in
many collections of Hadith and Sunni and Shiite historical sources since the third century.
According to many of these sources, on the night of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad, the
palace of Kasra shook and its fourteen galleries collapsed, the Fars Fire Temple was
extinguished, and Lake Saveh dried up. In the continuation of the story, Satih the priest says to
Abdul Masih, a Christian dream-giver sent by Nu'man ibn Mundhir to the court of Kisra and
from there to Syria: «When the recitation of verses increases, and the fire temple of Fars is
extinguished, and Lake Saveh absorbs its water, and the Samawah Valley overflows, then there
will be no more room for Satih to stay or live in Syria.»

Research Findings
This story is not credible for many reasons, including:

This report is quoted in sources either without a chain of narrators (as a Mursal) or through Abu
Ayyub Ya'la ibn Imran Bajali, to Makhzum ibn Hani, who reported it from his father, Hani,
when he was 150 years old and was probably prone to forgetfulness and absent-mindedness.
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The monopoly of news through Abu Ayub Bajli reduces the value of this report to the level of a
single news item.

Many Hadith scholars, Men's scholars, historians, and scientists, such as the great scholar and
linguist of the fifth century, Jarallah Zamakhshari, and the historian and companion scholar lbn
Athir, have criticised this narration.

The context of the sentences shows that whoever composed these narrations considered
observing prophetic rhetoric more critical than any reality or realism. This rhetoric is clearly
evident throughout the words attributed to Satih addressed to Abdul Masih. The compiler or
compilers apparently chose «Saveh» so that it would be consistent with «Telaweh»,
«Haraweh», and Samawah.

Many other parts of this narrative are also contradictory and incorrect, which diminishes the
value of the narrative of the drying up of Lake Saveh.

Assuming the authenticity of this narration and accepting its authenticity, it is still not possible to
claim that Lake Saveh dried up on the night of Muhammad ibn Abdullah's birthday. It is clear
from these sentences and their context that Satih's words are prophetic, and in the form of a
conditional statement, not a statement of fact. He wanted to say that when the Kasra porch
trembles and Lake Saveh overflows, etc., Syria will not be free from Satih, meaning it will fall
into the hands of Muslims.

Conclusion

One must be very cautious in accepting narrations and hadiths related to cities in which there is
an evident desire to praise the birthplace of the author or narrator, or in which there is a taint of
religious and ritualistic motives and prejudices. Salman Savji's reference in his poems to the
story of the drying up of Lake Saveh is undoubtedly due to his patriotism and interest in praising
his birthplace. If he had been born in another city, his poetry notebook would have been empty
of references to this story.

The disregard of most Muslim geographers and urban planners for the narrative of the drying up
of Lake Saveh, as well as its failure to be reflected in Arabic and Persian poetry, except in
sporadic cases, is itself a sign of the discredit of this narrative and indicates the very negative
encounter of scholars and cultured people of the Muslim community of past centuries with such
narratives.

The popularity of such a report, despite the shortcomings above, is essentially the result of the
missionary approach of a group of preachers and theologians and the disregard for its critical
evaluation.
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