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Abstract

The concept of Wahdat al-Wujtd (Unity of Being) is one of the most fundamental pillars of Tbn
‘arabl's theoretical mysticism, emphasizing the absolute oneness of existence and its
manifestation in the various forms of being. This Perspective not only provides a mystical and
theological understanding of the human relationship with God but can also serve as an ethical and
social model. The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the
potential of the concept of *Wahdat al-Wujtd* to enhance the quality of human social relations.
According to this view, all beings are manifestations of a single reality, and this intrinsic unity
forms the basis for accepting others, reducing conflicts, and promoting mutual understanding.
This insight can underpin values such as respect for human dignity, unconditional love, social
justice, and peaceful coexistence in society. Ibn ‘arabi's thought, by negating rigid boundaries
between self and other, provides the foundation for a form of spiritual humanism emerging from
Islamic mysticism. In today's world, faced with crises of identity, violence, and social
fragmentation, revisiting this thought can offer a robust response to humanity's need to rebuild
and restructure interpersonal relations. Ultimately, Wahdat al-Wujtd can be regarded as an ethical
paradigm linking mystical knowledge with social action
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Introduction

Ibn ‘arabi, one of the most prominent Muslim mystics, introduced the concept of Wahdat
al-Wujud (Unity of Being) as the most fundamental tenet of his epistemological thought.
He believes that all manifestations of the world are reflections of an absolute reality, and
no existence can be conceived independently of the Divine. This Perspective not only
transforms human perception of God but also reshapes one's understanding of fellow
human beings, influencing the quality of social relationships and the criteria for human
valuation.

From this viewpoint, humans, as the perfect manifestation of God, hold a unique position
and bear a serious responsibility in maintaining harmony between the Creator and creation.
Recognizing this position through an understanding of *Wahdat al-Wujud* can contribute
to the improvement of social and ethical relations. This paper aims to demonstrate how a
unity-oriented perspective can enhance the value of humans within society. It also seeks to
address whether Ibn ‘arabi's conception of *Wahdat al-Wujud* can serve as a suitable
model for improving ethical relations in contemporary societies, reducing social conflicts,
strengthening human solidarity, and fostering peace and friendship.
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Areview of previous scholarly research indicates that no independent studies have explored
the connection between Ibn ‘arabi's Wahdat al-Wujid* and human or social values.
Although the theory of Unity of Being has been examined in other contexts, its impact on
the valorization of human beings has remained largely unaddressed. In the article «Ibn
‘arabl and the Theory of Unity of Being«* (Baharnejad, 2007), the author demonstrates
that Ibn “arabi employed discussions of ontology, anthropology, and cosmology to explain
his Perspective, yet did not examine the influence of *Wahdat al-Wujud* on human
valorization. The article *«The Personal Unity of Being in Human Life according to Ibn
‘arabl «* (Rasuli, 2014) discusses self-knowledge, embodiment of divine ethics, and
attainment of perfection, but the present study innovatively focuses on the social dimension
of human ethics. In the article *«Ethical Responsibility from the Perspective of Ibn ‘arabi
«* (Shajari, 2010), the effects of *Wahdat al-Wujtd* on the acceptance of divine unity in
actions and ethical responsibilities are analyzed, addressing issues such as rights of God,
self, and others. Additionally, the book *«Clarifying the Possibility of Ethics Based on the
Theory of Unity of Being«* (Mehdipour, 2023) examines the relationship between
mysticism and ethics, investigating whether Ibn ‘arabi's theory faces critiques from those
who argue for the incompatibility of mysticism and morality.

Given the aim of this paper, which is to examine the impact of *Wahdat al-Wujad* on
enhancing social relations, it is important to recognize that society is a dynamic system
composed of institutions, groups, and individuals whose interactions shape social
structures. Citizens, rulers, professions, and various groups each play a role in organizing
and advancing collective life. These interactions not only shape social order but also
influence individuals' identities and values. Despite differences, social divisions interact to
form a dynamic and evolving system.

From a sociological perspective, individual behaviour in social relations stems from culture
and traditions and gains meaning within social values. This study aims to investigate the
impact of a unity-oriented perspective on behaviours and social relations, addressing the
question of whether the prevalence of this Perspective in society can transform
relationships and, if so, how it can contribute to achieving desirable relationships within a
target community. By focusing on Ibn ‘arabi's thought, this research aims to provide a
model for ethically valuable social conduct grounded in Wahdat al-Wujad.

Research Findings

The findings of this study indicate that Ibn ‘arabi's wahdat al-wujud Perspective, with its
profound insight into human reality and the individual's connection to the Divine Principle,
provides a framework for understanding the intrinsic value of all human beings and for
reforming social relationships. This outlook perceives humans as beings intrinsically
connected to the One Truth, through which concepts such as respect, justice, peaceful
coexistence, and ethical and social development gain meaningful significance. In such a
system, society becomes a manifestation of unity in multiplicity, with each playing a
spiritual role in actualising this unity.

Conclusion

1 .Humans, by virtue of possessing a rational soul and the manifestation of divine Names and

Attributes, occupy a special rank and station. According to the Unity of Being perspective, all
humans share an essential commonality, and no intrinsic superiority exists among them. This view



promotes respectful and compassionate behaviour when encountering individual and social
differences.

2 Ibn ‘arabi does not consider constructive and ethical criticism to conflict with respect for human

dignity; instead, he sees it as a tool for the reform and perfection of both the individual and society,
provided that the critique focuses on actions rather than the essence of the person.

3 .The wahdat al-wujud Perspective is not merely a theoretical doctrine; it can serve as a

foundation for cultivating deep, meaningful social relations based on love, respect, and
cooperation. Through this outlook, the potential to reduce conflicts and strengthen peaceful
coexistence within society is realised.

4. In Ibn ‘Arabi’s view, if all beings are manifestations of the One Truth, social transformations
also reflect changes in the manifestation of that Truth. Consequently, society must strive toward
perfection, with each individual responsible for playing a meaningful role in this process.

5. Justice, within a system grounded in the Unity of Being, is not merely the equitable distribution
of resources; it constitutes a form of alignment with Truth and a return to the One Principle. This
perspective on justice carries a mystical and epistemological foundation.

6. From Ibn ‘Arabi’s perspective, society is not merely a physical gathering of individuals but a
spiritual bond among all beings. This bond manifests the unity-in-multiplicity of the cosmos and
emphasizes the fundamental connection of all creatures with a single, Divine Reality.
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