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Abstract

Despite the unparalleled role of Lady Khadijah (pbuh) at the outset of the Prophet Muhammad's
(pbuh) mission, her character has consistently been represented in the historical memory of
Muslims through religious narratives and diverse discursive contexts. The central concern of this
study is to explore how the image of Lady Khadijah (pbuh) has been constructed within the
collective memory of Muslims and to examine the influence of religious, cultural, and political
dynamics on this process. The article argues that her representation extends beyond mere
historical accounts and instead reflects discursive, ritual, and socio-political developments across
different periods of Islamic history. Employing an analytical-critical method and grounded in
early Islamic sources, the study adopts Maurice Halbwachs' theory of collective memory as its
theoretical framework. Findings demonstrate that within Sunni memory, Khadijah (pbuh) is
portrayed as a loyal and supportive figure. In contrast, in Shi ‘i memory, she is elevated to a sacred
and central role in the continuity of the Imamate. Moreover, Orientalist scholarship has, in some
cases, converged with Muslim religious memory by presenting a rational and positive image of
her, thereby opening the door for comparative and inter-sectarian studies on the role of women in
early Islam

Keywords: Historical Discourse Analysis, Collective Memory, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid,
Comparative Representation.

Introduction

Lady Khadijah (pbuh), the first woman to embrace Islam and the Prophet Muhammad's (pbuh)
loyal wife, occupies a unique position in early Islamic history. Through her financial, social, and
emotional support, she provided the essential foundation for the spread of Islam during its
formative years. Yet, her image has not remained static. Instead, it has been reinterpreted over
time, influenced by shifting religious, cultural, and political contexts. According to Maurice
Halbwachs' theory of collective memory, societies reconstruct the past in line with present needs
and discursive frameworks. Thus, revisiting early Islamic sources with a memory-based
perspective allows for a deeper understanding of how Khadijah (pbuh) has been remembered,
reimagined, and symbolically integrated into the historical consciousness of Muslims.

Research Findings

The study's analysis of early Sunni and Shi‘i sources reveals distinct trajectories in the
remembrance of Lady Khadijah (pbuh). Sunni traditions emphasise her economic partnership
with the Prophet, her role as a devoted spouse, and her unwavering support during the early years
of the prophetic mission. However, this memory is not monolithic and often contains diverse—
and at times mythical—narrative elements. In contrast, Shi‘i sources construct a more unified and
sacred portrayal, presenting Khadijah (pbuh) as a visionary believer, a partner in the Prophet's
mission, and a precursor to the continuity of the Imamate. Beyond Islamic sources, Orientalist


mailto:rezayi@ut.ac.ir
mailto:rezayi@ut.ac.ir
mailto:rezayi@ut.ac.ir
mailto:rasouli.hani@ut.ac.ir
mailto:rasouli.hani@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7083-2174
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-5354-9644

scholars have also highlighted her exceptional role, often framing her as a rational, influential, and
positive figure whose presence was central to the consolidation of Islam. Together, these
perspectives indicate that Khadijah (pbuh) has been remembered not only as a historical figure
but also as a cultural and religious symbol embedded in the collective memory of Muslim
communities.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the image of Lady Khadijah (pbuh) in the collective memory of
Muslims is the outcome of an interplay between historical narrative and cultural reconstruction.
While Sunni memory often highlights her practical and supportive role, Shi‘i memory presents
her as a sacred figure tied to the Imamate and the spiritual continuity of Islam. Such differences
affirm that collective memory functions not as a passive reflection of the past but as an active
process of identity formation and meaning-making. Moreover, the convergence of specific
Orientalist interpretations with Muslim memory underscores her enduring significance as both a
historical agent and a symbolic figure. Ultimately, Khadijah's (pbuh) presence in historical, ritual,
and cultural memory offers valuable insights into the dynamics of gender, faith, and authority in
early Islam, underscoring the necessity of comparative studies on women's roles in religious
history.
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