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Abstract

The concept of the divine Farr(ah), encompassing royal, Kiyani, heroic, and Iranian aspects,
was crucial and central in legitimizing the kings of ancient Iran. Farr(ah) can be understood
as glory, confirmation, victory, power, and a divine gift associated with wisdom, intellect,
beauty, and light. Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, a prominent and influential Iranian
interpreter, jurist, theologian, and historian, holds a foundational position among Muslims
with both his Quranic commentary and his history, "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Mulik." This
research can contribute to a more profound understanding of some of Tabari's political,
historical, interpretive, social, and religious approaches, which are embedded in his works,
particularly in his history and Quranic commentary. Tabari's history is the first significant
Islamic and Iranian source to refer to the Iranian concept of Farr(ah). He was fully aware of
this important concept in ancient Iranian thought. It is worth investigating whether he might
have transferred the idea of Farr(ah) into Islamic theology. This article examines the symbols
and manifestations of Farr(ah) during the reign of Antishirwan, as narrated in Tabari's history.
Tabari discusses the "fire" of the Fars fire temple, the "water" of Lake Sawah, the breaking
of the "Ivan" the "crown" and Aniishirwan's "righteousness, wisdom, and prudence," the
"camel" and "horse" in the dream of the Mubad Mubadan, the "Stick" in Satih's prophecy,
heroic Farr(ah), and the symbols of Wahrez's "turban" and "bow and arrow."
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Introduction

Al-Tabari's chapter on Sassanian history presents an exceptionally valuable and comprehensive
account of the Sassanids. Al-Tabari notably utilized the Sassanian Khwadaynamag, a text
whose narratives strongly emphasized the legal legitimacy of monarchical rule. Al-Tabari
should indeed be recognized as the primary source for preserving and documenting the
Khwadaynamag and related texts. Due to the importance of this Sassanian historical material,
the German scholar Theodor N6ldeke translated it into German. The Sassanians actively sought
social legitimacy by presenting themselves as possessing divine Farr(ah), consequently
employing numerous symbols and manifestations of this concept. Al-Tabari demonstrates
familiarity with the notion of Farr(ah), predominantly rendering it through the Arabic term
baha’. Remarkably, no book or article has been written so far about the concept of Farr(ah) in
Tabari's history, with the sole exception of the author's article examining Farr(ah) during
Khosrow II's reign. This research employs library-based data collection methods, utilizing
qualitative approaches, including content and narrative analysis.

Research Findings

In his account of Antshirwan's reign, al-Tabari references both tangible and intangible
manifestations of Farr(ah). The narratives concerning the night of the Prophet Muhammad's
birth describe the drying of Lake Sawah, the extinguishing of the sacred fire in the Fars fire
temple, the cracking of the Arch of Ctesiphon, the Mubad Mubadan's dream of camels and
horses, and the prophecy of Satih about the coming of the "Stick owner" - all these
phenomena symbolically relate to the concept of Farr(ah). This is because, in ancient Iranian
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tradition, fire physically embodied the idea of Farr(ah). The sacred fire of the Fars fire temple
- the ancestral homeland of the Sassanians - was extinguished despite having burned
continuously for a thousand years. Water, too, was intimately connected with the concept of
Farr(ah). The Sassanians venerated Anahita, the goddess of waters, whom they regarded both
as the protector of their dynasty and the bestower of Farr(ah). The waters of Lake Sawah
receded dramatically - an omen signalling the depletion of the Sassanians' Farr(ah). The grand
palace of Ctesiphon stood as the most magnificent seat of Sassanian power, where kings
sought to manifest their splendour and Farr(ah) through monumental and exquisite
architectural achievements. The majestic "Ivan" (arch) of the royal palace - the very symbol
of Sassanian Farr(ah) and splendour - trembled violently, with fourteen of its parts collapsing.
Al-Tabari further records that on the same fateful night, the Mubad Mubadan had a dream of
powerful Arabian camels overwhelming Persian steeds, crossing the Tigris River, and
spreading throughout the entire land of Fars. In this narrative, the camel symbolizes the Farr
(ah) of the Arabs, which overcomes the horse, representing the Sassanian Farr (ah).

The Syrian soothsayer Satth tells Aniishirwan's envoy Abd al-Masth: "When recitations
multiply, the Stick owner shall come." Here, the Stick symbolizes Farr(ah). Al-Tabari vividly
recounts the scene of Aniishirwan's radiant crown in the royal porch - so resplendent that all
who beheld him would prostrate themselves in awe. This crown served as the physical
manifestation of Antishirwan's Farr(ah). According to al-Tabari's account, Antishirwan the Just
was portrayed as a wise administrator, prudent thinker, courageous leader, compassionate ruler,
far-sighted strategist, and generous benefactor—all qualities emanating from his Farr(ah).
Ultimately, al-Tabari narrates the story of Wahrez, the Sassanian commander who possessed
heroic Farr(ah). With only a small contingent of soldiers, he achieved a legendary victory in
Yemen through an epic battle. The quintessential traits of ancient Iranian warriors—strength,
bravery, loyalty, and a willingness to sacrifice their lives in defence of the king's Farr(ah)—
were embodied in Wahrez. One of the clearest manifestations of his Farr(ah) was his
extraordinary archery skill despite his poor eyesight. When shooting arrows, he would tie a
headband —a symbol of Farr(ah)—around his forehead, enabling him to strike his targets with
precision.

Conclusion

When Antishirwan heard the news of the sacred fire being extinguished, the receding waters
of the lake, the collapsing of the Arch of Ctesiphon, and the dreams of the Mubad Mubadan,
he became deeply distressed. He interpreted these events as signs of the monarchy's
weakening and the decline of Farr(ah). Additionally, the Sassanian commander Wahrez
possessed heroic Farr(ah). His headband had likely been bestowed upon him by Antishirwan,
through which the king's Farr(ah) was transferred to Wahrez. This article could serve as a
starting point for examining how this concept influenced the formation of the "God's Caliph".
This doctrine was first articulated by al-Tabari in his commentary on verse 30 of Surah al-
Bagarah, aiming to confer divine legitimacy on Muslim rulers.
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