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Abstract

ne of the arguments posited by Suha in his book "Naqd al-
O Qur’an"(Critique of the Quran) to support the claim of
Qur’anic appropriation of pre-Islamic ideas is the alleged
recurrence of a thematic element from a poem attributed to
Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl within the Qur anic text. He contends that
since this concept appears in the poetry, the corresponding Qur anic
expression must have been derived from it. A fundamental method for
refuting this claim is to scrutinize the authenticity of the poem's attri-
bution to its purported pre-Islamic author. If this attribution is unreli-
able, the foundational premise for asserting the poem’s chronological
priority and the Qur’an’s alleged borrowing from it collapses. This
study conducts a meticulous source-critical analysis (asnad) of all ex-
tant transmission chains (turuq) of the verse. The findings demonstrate
that all chains are either disconnected (magqtii ) or, in their most com-
plete form, converge upon narrators from the Zubayrid family (Al Zu-
bayr)—a group with a clear historical motive to fabricate merits for
their lineage. Key transmitters, including Sa ‘td ibn Zayd (a known
fabricator) and Hisham ibn ‘Urwabh, further undermine the narration’s
credibility. Consequently, the poem’s attribution to Zayd ibn ‘Amr is
highly dubious and cannot substantiate Suha’s claim. This research
highlights the necessity of rigorous historiographical analysis in re-
sponding to modern polemics against the Qur’an.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In his controversial work "Naqd al-Qur’an," Suha advances the thesis that the Quran
derived certain concepts from pre-Islamic Arabian thought. As evidence, he cites a poetic
verse attributed to the pre-Islamic figure Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl, which contains the
term "dahaha" (spreading the earth), also found in the Quran (Surah al-Nazi‘at, 79:30). Suha
argues that this demonstrates the borrowing of a pre-existing “flat earth” cosmological con-
cept. The validity of this argument hinges entirely on the secure attribution of the poem to
a pre-Qur’anic poet. This study aims to perform a critical source analysis (dirayah) of the
transmission chains of this specific poem to evaluate the soundness of Suha’s historical evi-

dence and, by extension, his overarching claim.

Method

This research employs a historical-critical and biographical (rijal) methodology. It sys-
tematically collates all extant citations of the poem from primary sources across multiple
genres: Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir), historical chronicles, biographical dictionaries (sTyar), and
literary anthologies. Each citation’s chain of transmission (isnad) is extracted, mapped, and
analyzed. The reliability of every narrator in these chains is assessed based on classical Sunni
and Shi ‘i biographical evaluations (kutub al-rijal). The ultimate criterion is the existence of
a continuous, credible chain (isnad muttasil sahih) linking the poem definitively to Zayd ibn
‘Amr.

Findings

The investigation reveals that no reliable chain of transmission exists:
Disconnected Transmissions: Citations in major exegetical and lexical works (e.g., via
al-Mubarrad and Ibn Barr1) are transmitted without complete chains (maqt@i* or mursal).

Convergence on the Zubayrid Network: The most detailed chains, found in Ibn
Ishaq’s al-Maghazi (via al-Bakka'1) and al-Isfahant’s al-Aghani, invariably trace back
to a core group of narrators: Hisham ibn ‘Urwah «— “Urwah ibn al-Zubayr « Sa‘id ibn
Zayd. All are members or affiliates of the Zubayrid family, which was politically and
ideologically opposed to the Umayyads and later the ‘Abbasids, and had a documented
motive to fabricate material glorifying their ancestor (al-Zubayr ibn al-°Awwam) and his
companions.

Biographical Deficiencies: Central narrators are critically weak. Sa‘id ibn Zayd
is implicated in fabricating the "Hadith of the Ten Promised Paradise" (al-‘Ashrah
al-Mubashsharah). Hisham ibn ‘Urwah is accused of tadlis (obfuscation in transmis-
sion). Ibn Ishaq himself is criticized for sourcing material from the Zubayrid family and
for occasionally composing poetic lines for historical figures.
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Conclusions

The attribution of the poem in question to the pre-Islamic poet Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl
is critically unsubstantiated. All available evidence flows through fragmented or ideolog-
ically compromised channels. Therefore, the poem cannot serve as valid evidence for the
pre-Qur’anic existence of the concept "dahaha," and Suha’s argument for Qur’anic borrow-
ing from this source is invalid. This study underscores the importance of applying classical
Islamic source-critical disciplines to modern polemical claims, demonstrating that many
such claims falter under rigorous historical scrutiny.
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