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Abstract

he phenomenon of repetitive narration in the Quran, particu-
T larly within its stories, has prompted inquiries into its ratio-
nale. Do these repetitions and variations indicate textual inco-
herence and the existence of multiple traditions, or do they
serve as evidence for a significantly later compilation and human inter-
vention in the Quran's composition? Furthermore, is this phenomenon
contrary to the conventions of the revelation era, or is it akin to ancient
Semitic literature and pre-Islamic poetry? One prominent theory is Wans-
brough's hypothesis of multiple traditions, which posits a later compila-
tion of the Quran. This theory has been subject to extensive critique and
analysis by scholars. This study first examines the views of Islamic think-
ers on repetition in the Quran. It then critiques Wansbrough's theory by
referencing counter-arguments from other scholars. Evidence such as the
Qur'an's oral nature, the existence of repetition in ancient texts and pre-Is-
lamic poetry, the intra-textual relationship and function of repeated stories
across different contexts, and their evaluation within the macro-structure
of the surahs is presented to refute Wansbrough's justification for these
repetitions. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that the repetitions in
the Quran are not only justifiable but are also consistent with its literary
and historical characteristics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

An analysis of exegetical trends shows that during certain periods, the primary focus of
Quran commentators was directed towards gathering exegetical reports and compiling nar-
rative exegetical works. One of the most fundamental reasons for adopting such an approach
is the rational and transmitted evidence indicating the prohibition of tafsir bi’l-ra’y (interpre-
tation based on personal opinion). Based on this prohibition, it is evident in the perspective
and writings of some early Shi‘i exegetes that they considered any form of interpretation
other than narrative exegesis to fall under tafsir bi’l-ra’y. Attention to the sensitive period
of the Minor Occultation of the Imam of the Time (aj), the lack of access to the Imam
and the significant challenges faced by Shi‘i scholars, as well as the compilation of hadith
collections by Sunni scholars and the effort to preserve the narrative heritage of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) and to defend and safeguard Shi‘i beliefs through interpreting Quranic verses by
collecting these narrations in confrontation with non-Shi ‘i sects, reveals other dimensions of
the factors leading to the compilation of narrative exegeses. Most authors in the field of Shi‘i
exegetical methods and trends have considered narrative exegeses to be non-ijtihadi, claim-
ing that their compilers, without any personal reasoning, merely collected narrations that
often refer directly to parts of the words and phrases of the verses. In this article, we intend to
refute the aforementioned view and to analyze the distinguishing aspects of these exegeses
in jurisprudential, theological, and Quranic science issues as evidence of the ijtihad practiced
by their authors. Numerous works have been written about Shi ‘i narrative exegeses. In some
of these works, the manifestations of ijtihad by the authors of Shi‘i narrative exegeses have
not been addressed at all, and in others, although this issue has been addressed, it has not
been done through a comparative analysis of these exegeses and attention to their points of
distinction. However, in the authors' opinion, the best way to prove the ijtihadi nature of Shi‘i
narrative exegeses is to compare them with each other and to pay attention to the differences
in their authors' approaches to various subjects.

Method

The multiplicity of Shi ‘i narrative exegeses led to the selection of six famous works in this
field as the scope of the research: Tafstr al-Qummf attributed to ‘Alf ibn Ibrahtm al-Qummi,
Kitab al-Tafstr of al-* Ayyashi, Tafsir Furat al-Kafr*—all three belonging to the late third and
early fourth centuries AH—along with al-Saft by Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashant (1007-1091
AH), al-Burhan* by Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrant (1050-1107 AH), and Nir al-Thaqalayn by
‘Abd ‘Al1 al-Huwayzi (d. 1112 AH). Then, through comparing these exegeses and noting
their points of distinction, the manifestations of ijtihad by the authors of Shi‘i narrative exe-
geses in the fields of jurisprudential, theological, and Quranic science issues are explained.
In explaining the distinguishing aspects, only cases where there is a serious distinction and
difference in the type of perspective and views of these exegeses have been mentioned.
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Findings

Regarding the issue of the permissibility or impermissibility of interaction with the ruler,
a fundamental difference in the approach of later exegeses is observable. Unlike early exe-
getes, in addition to citing narrations that warn against interaction with the ruler, they have
turned to citing narrations that, under certain conditions and for specific interests, permit in-
teraction with the ruler. Concerning the issue of Friday prayer, the approach of later exegetes
in stating the conditions for the obligation of Friday prayer is notable—something not seen
in early exegeses. On the issue of land tax (*kharaj*), the more prominent attention paid by
the authors of later exegeses, especially Fayd Kashani, to the issue of kharaj from various an-
gles compared to the authors of early exegeses is noteworthy. On the issue of khums, a more
fundamental difference is observable in al-Bahrant's approach compared to other exegetes.
He elaborately cited narrations specifying what khums applies to—cases that are somewhat
related to the geographical conditions of his place of residence and proximity to the sea. The
distinction of these exegeses on the issue of the infallibility of the prophets is manifested
in the citation of narratives incompatible with prophetic infallibility in Tafsir al-Qummi,
versus the critical approach of other exegetes, particularly the authors of later Shi‘i narra-
tive exegeses—al-Huwayzi, al-Bahrani, and Fayd—in dealing with these narrations. On the
issue of the inimitability (i‘jaz) of the Quran, the authors of early Shi‘i narrative exegeses
did not speak of the Quran's challenge (tahaddi) or objections regarding its human origin;
they only spoke of the adversaries' accusation concerning attributing the matter of “Alt’s (as)
guardianship to the Prophet personally and not considering it divine. In contrast, the authors
of later Shi‘i narrative exegeses spoke extensively about the inimitability of the Quran. In
the discussion of Meccan and Medinan verses, a fundamental difference is the increase in
the number of excepted verses in al-Saff compared to Tafsir al-Qummi. On the issue of abro-
gation (naskh), one of the fundamental distinctions is the differing extent to which exegetes
address the abrogation of verses of peace by verses of fighting, which is specifically seen
in al-*Ayyasht's approach compared to other exegetes. The existing distinction on the issue
of the distortion (tahrtf) of the Quran is that Fayd Kashani, unlike the other five exegetes,
holds the position that the Quran has not been distorted. On the issue of variant readings
(qira’at), although early exegeses contain narrations that are somehow tied to the issue of
variant readings, the authors' purpose in citing such narrations was to prove the occurrence
of distortion in Quranic verses, not to present a discussion titled "variant readings.” In con-
trast, al-Huwayzi and Fayd, authors of later narrative exegeses, in addition to the readings
attributed to the Ahl al-Bayt (as) and the Companions of the Messenger of God (s), have
also considered the readings of the seven and fourteen canonical reciters. On the issue of
the occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuziil), a serious distinction is visible in al-Bahrant's
approach. He insists on selecting narrations that highlight the virtues of Imam ‘Al (as) and,
in contrast, censure his opponents, especially the first three caliphs and the daughters of the
first and second caliphs.

Conclusions

A comparison of the six famous early and later Shi‘i narrative exegeses showed that these
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exegeses are distinct from each other in eleven fundamental issues in the fields of juris-
prudential, theological, and Quranic science discussions. These distinctions represent the
exercise of ijtihad by the authors of these exegeses. Considering the totality of influential
contexts behind the distinguishing aspects of Shi‘i narrative exegeses, it can be understood
that although various factors were involved, the role of three factors in explaining why these
exegeses differ is more fundamental. The establishment of the Safavid state as a turning
point in the history of Shi‘i political jurisprudence, the evolution of Shi‘i theological thought
before and after the rationalist Baghdad school, and the adoption of al-Tabrisi’s Majma‘
al-Bayan as a source by the authors of later Shi‘i narrative exegeses, especially al-Huwayzi
and Fayd Kashani, are three prominent factors that respectively played a more serious role
in explaining the distinctions of Shi‘i narrative exegeses in jurisprudential, theological, and
Quranic science issues.
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