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Abstract

he "Verse of Honoring" (Ayat al-Takrtm, Q17:70) is a foundational

Quranic verse that elucidates humanity's status within the cosmos by

introducing the twin concepts of "honoring" (takrtm) and "preferen-

tial grace" (tafdil), pointing to inherent human dignity and their su-
periority over other creatures. This study aims to provide an ontological expla-
nation of human dignity and to conceptually analyze its relationship with tafdrl,
thereby offering a coherent and precise interpretation of the verse. Employing a
library-based research method and an analytical-interpretive approach ground-
ed in thematic exegesis (tafstr mawdii T), the research argues that a clearer un-
derstanding of inherent dignity and its connection to human superiorities can
establish a theoretical basis for re-examining the Quranic system of human val-
uation and for rationally defending the principles of human rights from a mono-
theistic perspective. The findings indicate that human dignity in this verse is a
divine, universal, and inalienable endowment intrinsic to the essence of the hu-
man species, existing potentially within every individual. This dignity can only
become the source for enjoying human rights and status when actualized through
one’s voluntary pursuit of perfection. Furthermore, tafdil is analyzed as the ex-
ternal manifestation of this inherent dignity in comparison to other creations,
revealing a hierarchical relationship between the two concepts. The study also
demonstrates that the term "kathir" (many) in the phrase "faddalnahum ‘ala
kathtr mimma khalagna" signifies the abundance of beings over whom humans
are preferred, not a limitation that would imply the denial of human superiority
over certain creatures, such as angels.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Verse 70 of Suirat al-Isra’ is among the most foundational Quranic verses delineating hu-
manity's status within the cosmic order, introducing the two key concepts of "takrim" (hon-
oring) and "tafdil" (preferential grace). The core objective of this research is to develop an
ontological understanding of "human dignity" (karamah) and to elucidate its relationship
with tafdil in this verse—a conceptual linkage with direct implications for Islamic anthro-
pology, the Quranic axiological system, and contemporary discourses on human rights. The
principal research questions are: What is the essence of the divine dignity bestowed upon hu-
mankind, and how can the conceptual and existential relationship between takiim and tafdil
be analyzed to yield a coherent picture of humanity's place in the hierarchy of existence?

While classical exegetical works such as Al-Mizan, Majma‘ al-Bayan, and Ibn ‘Ashiir's
Tafstr have noted certain aspects of dignity and preferential grace, they often lack theoret-
ical cohesion and profound ontological analysis. Many such commentaries either reduce
dignity to the mere conferral of material blessings or interpret its connection with tafdil in a
superficial and unsystematic manner. Interpretations that equate dignity with the granting of
intellect or trivialize tafdil as simply enjoying a greater share of certain bounties—without
due attention to the semantic structure and existential relation between these concepts—have
failed to present a comprehensive view of the human station. Contemporary studies, includ-
ing the monograph Karamat-e Ensan dar Qur'an (Human Dignity in the Quran) and articles
such as "The Semantics of Human Dignity in the Quran's Semantic System," "The Criterion
for Human Vicegerency of God in the Two Verses of Dignity and Trust," and "A Compar-
ative Study of Exegeses of the Verse of Dignity," have likewise fallen short of providing a
coherent framework for explaining the link between takrim and tafdil. Most analyses lack
the requisite conceptual consistency and ontological depth, and they do not offer a systemat-
ic model for explicating the connection between humanity's inherent dignity and its external
superiorities. Consequently, a significant analytical gap persists in achieving a precise and
integrated understanding of inherent dignity and its relation to preferential grace.

Aiming to address this lacuna, this study investigates the semantic structure of dignity and
analyzes the relationship between takrim and tafdil in Q17:70. The findings hold signifi-
cance for the fields of Quranic exegesis, Islamic theology, and anthropology, as a lucid expo-
sition of inherent human dignity can enrich theoretical discourse and inform the foundations
of Islamic human rights and dignity-related policymaking.

Method

This study adopts an analytical-interpretive approach based on library research. Data were
collected from a range of Quranic verses related to the concepts of dignity (karamah) and
preferential grace (tafdil), authoritative exegetical works, classical lexical sources, and con-
temporary academic studies. Source selection was guided by criteria of originality, authori-
tativeness, theoretical coherence, and direct relevance to the research problem. Data analysis
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was conducted through systematic study, thematic note-taking, and comparative analysis of
exegetical viewpoints; no empirical or field data were involved.

The analytical process commenced with a semantic examination of the term "karamah"
in lexical sources, followed by an investigation of its usage in the Quran and major com-
mentaries. Subsequently, instances of "tafdil" in the Quran were analyzed, and its conceptual
and existential relationship with takrim in Q17:70 was reconstructed. Synthesizing linguistic
and exegetical evidence enabled the formulation of an explanatory model clarifying inherent
dignity and its external manifestations. Ethical considerations included upholding academic
integrity, ensuring accurate citation, and avoiding misrepresentation.

Results

The findings reveal that the concept of "dignity" (karamah) in the Quran possesses a
multi-layered semantic structure. Analysis of lexical and exegetical sources indicates that
karamah in the Verse of Honoring is an ontological concept denoting the intrinsic nobility of
the human species—a divine, inalienable, and universal endowment granted equally to all
human beings in potentiality.

The analysis of "tafdil" demonstrates that it signifies relative, external superiorities that are
meaningful only in comparison with other creatures. A key finding is the essential distinc-
tion between takrtm and tafdil: takrim pertains to the inner reality and essence of the human
being, whereas tafdil represents its outward manifestation. This establishes a hierarchical
relationship wherein preferential grace functions as the expression of inherent dignity.

Examination of the phrase "‘ala kathir mimma khalaqna" (over many of those We have
created) shows that "kathir" denotes the abundance of beings over whom humans are pre-
ferred; the contrast between "kathir" (many) and "qalil" (few) is not applicable here. There-
fore, the verse does not imply the exclusion of a small group, such as angels, from this com-
parison. Rather, it underscores the vast range of creatures vis-a-vis whom humans possess
external advantages. This interpretation is consistent with other Quranic usages of "kathir"
and aligns with exegetical discussions.

The validity of the analyses is reinforced by comparing multiple Quranic evidences, re-
viewing exegetical opinions, and assessing the conceptual coherence of the findings with the
verse's semantic structure. The evidence confirms that the proposed model is consistent with
established exegetical principles and harmonizes with linguistic, contextual, and analytical
indicators.

Conclusions

This research demonstrates that the reality of human dignity in the Quran is rooted in the
very essence and existential constitution of the human being and belongs to all individuals. In
contrast, tafdil signifies the mode in which this nobility manifests in comparison to other crea-
tures and occupies a position subordinate to (in the hierarchy of) takrim. The conducted anal-
yses confirm the primary hypothesis of a hierarchical connection between the two concepts.

Linguistic analysis of the verse indicates that the phrase "‘ala kathir mimma khalagna"
neither implies a denial of human superiority over certain beings nor supports such an in-
ference. Consequently, the verse emphasizes the extensive scope of creatures over whom
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humans hold external privileges, providing a more accurate depiction of humanity's status
within creation.

From a theoretical perspective, this study furnishes a basis for re-evaluating discussions
in anthropology, ethics, and value theory, showing that the actualization of dignity plays a
crucial role in ethical conduct, human responsibility, and social valuation.

On a practical level, the research can be applied in domains such as education, ethics, so-
cial policymaking, and Islamic human rights, as it presents a coherent and integrated vision
of human value rooted in humanity's existential and divine reality.

Finally, questions remain regarding the process and degrees of dignity's actualization and
its relation to immaterial beings, which can shape the trajectory of future research.
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