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Abstract

The root s-b-h is one of the most frequently occurring roots in the Holy Quran, though it is rarely
used in the sense of swimming. Most of its occurrences are in derived forms (especially the
augmented trilateral and various patterns of tasbih. However, in many exegetical works, the
meanings associated with these derived forms have often been reduced to negative or
transcendental connotations. Yet, in the Quran, the semantic implications of tasbih go far beyond
these limited interpretations, pointing instead to affirmative meanings. This study examines the
root s-b-h and its derivations, demonstrating that it encompasses affirmative meanings—
conveying notions of effort and vitality—far more than merely transcendental usages. In fact, the
Quranic system of tasbih serves to articulate the paradigm of creation and a pervasive, dynamic
flow that pulsates within all particles of existence. Lexical, derivational, and cross-linguistic
analyses further clarify the dimensions of this concept. Additionally, a review of the al-
Musabbahat surahs reveals that they signify meanings beyond the conventional understanding of
tasbih. Stirat al-Jumu‘ah serves as a notable example, where intertwined concepts such as tilawah
(recitation), tazkiyah (purification), teaching the Book and wisdom (hikmah), detachment from
worldly attachments, a sound economy intertwined with prayer and abundant remembrance
(dhikr kathir), a livelihood infused with divine honor (‘izzah) and wisdom, and attention to the
status of the Prophet (PBUH) are all noteworthy. Another significant aspect of tasbih is its close
association with hamd, which differs fundamentally from the concept of shukr (gratitude). These
very differences position tahmid (praise) alongside tasbih in the Quran.
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