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Abstract

There is a belief that the descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy is the linguistic/conceptual representation of
the fact/value dichotomy. The descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy implies that terms/concepts are generally
divided into two categories: evaluative and non-evaluative. Evaluative terms/concepts are free of any
factuality and are not truth nor false ipso facto. In contrast, there are non-evaluative or descriptive
terms/concepts that refer to objective reality and being truth and false. Some believe that there are
terms/concepts that are capable of accepting both description and prescription at the same time and these
terms/concepts, known as thick ethical concepts, have the ability to go beyond the descriptive/prescriptive
dichotomy, thus collapsing the fact/value dichotomy. The fact/value dichotomy means that values are not
real, objective and a genuine feature of the world. In this research, we analyze two problems in the works
of Hilary Putnam and al-Farabi, namely the role of the thick ethical terms/concepts in the rejection of the
descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy and thus the rejection of the fact/value dichotomy. and the connectivity
between description and prescription and how it is related to the fact/value problem. It is of great
significance because realism or relativism of moral judgments and statements are directly dependent on
how to solve these issues. Therefore, it has a fundamental position in moral philosophy and practical
wisdom, and other moral issues are influenced by it. The purpose of comparing these two philosophers,
despite they both support moral realism, is to show the fundamental difference between them in explaining
and interpreting realism; al-Farabi views realism from a metaphysical perspective, while Putnam, in
contrast, views morality from the perspective of internal realism and common-sense realism.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

There is a belief that the descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy is the linguistic/conceptual representation
of the fact/value dichotomy. The descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy implies that terms/concepts are
generally divided into two categories: evaluative and non-evaluative. Evaluative terms/concepts are free
of any factuality and are neither truth nor false ipso facto. In contrast, there are non-evaluative or
descriptive terms/concepts that refer to objective reality and being truth and false ipso facto.

Some believe that there are terms/concepts that are capable of accepting both description and
prescription at the same time and these terms/concepts, known as thick ethical concepts, have the ability
to go beyond the descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy, thus collapsing the fact/value dichotomy. The
fact/value dichotomy means that values are not real, objective and a genuine feature of the world.

Methodology
In this research we tend to analyze two problems in the works of Hilary Putnam and al-Farabi: first, the
role of the thick ethical terms/concepts in the rejection of the descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy and
thus the rejection of the fact/value dichotomy; and second, the connectivity between description and
prescription and its relationship with the fact/value problem.
The purpose of comparing these two philosophers is to show the fundamental difference between them
in explaining and interpreting realism.

Discussion
It is of great significance because realism or relativism of moral judgments and statements are
directly dependent on how to solve these issues. Therefore, it has a fundamental position in
moral philosophy and practical wisdom, and other moral issues are influenced by it.

Conclusion
1. To refute the description/prescription dichotomy, an argument is presented as follows: a) Thick ethical
statements and judgments express features of the real world; b) Valuation is inseparable from thick
statements and judgments; Conclusion: Valuations express features of the real world.
To prove premise a, examples from al-Farabi and Putnam are presented; To prove the second premise,
McDowell's argument is used; We will show that this argument is valid both for al-Farabi and Putnam.
In general, it is concluded that the aforementioned dichotomies can be rejected with thick ethical
terms/concepts.
2. Regarding the first premise and conclusion, which are centered on realism, al-Farabi and Putnam
present two completely opposite explanations of realism: For al-Farabi, moral judgments and sentences
have real and external origin of abstraction, and the truth or falsity of these judgments and statements
are provided by their correspondence to those external moral features; this view of al-Farabi is known
as metaphysical realism. On the other hand, Putnam denies metaphysical realism and believes that the
truth or falsity of moral judgments and statements is not based on external objects and beings. His
alternative is internal and common-sense realism; in this type of realism, truth and falsity are understood
simply by having sufficient reasons and practical expediency. This expression of moral realism is not
independent of a person's insight and inclination, culture, and perspective; Therefore, as these things
change, moral value also changes, and as a result, this perspective leads to moral relativism. Whereas
for al-Farabi, unlike Putnam, moral values find meaning in relation to the true goal, which is the degree
of closeness to God and an ontological value; Therefore, for al-Farabi, moral value is independent of a
person's insight and inclination, culture and perspective, and his theory does not lead to moral relativism.
3. There are also three criticisms of this argument.
The first criticism is that the argument presented to prove premise b, i.e. McDowell's argument, is based
on linguistic usages, while for al-Farabi and Putnam, linguistic discussions are conventional and cannot
be the basis for ontological discussions such as realism.
The second criticism is that the argument put forward by Putnam seems to be merely a polemical
argument because it is based on the premise that non-cognitivists believe that thick sentences are true
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and falsifiable, while this truth and falsifiability of thick ethical statements can be fundamentally
challenged and it can be questioned where its realism comes from.

The third criticism is that the inseparability of description and prescription in thick terms/concepts is not
compatible with their realism. That is, one can decompose thick moral terms/concepts into two
components: descriptive and prescription, both of which are realistic.

Although the realistic nature of the prescription is the goal of the aforementioned argument, the
argument collapses when premise b is violated; therefore, to prove the realistic nature of the prescription,
a method other than using thick terms/concepts must be used.

4. We will discuss the connectivity of description and prescription that Putnam and al-Farabi and its
consequences by rejecting the descriptive/prescriptive dichotomy. To this end, three statements are
presented based on Putnam'’s view and then compared with al-Farabi's:

Putnam's first statement, which considers the judgment in description and prescription to be realistic,
challenges the fact/value problem for both Putnam and Al-Farabi and requires the objectivity of values.
Putnam's second statement, which considers valuation analytically as a prerequisite for description, is
rejected by al-Farabi, and therefore does not play a role in solving the fact/value problem; but for
Putnam, it is not possible for a realistic sentence or statement to necessitate an unrealistic one, so this
statement solves the fact/value problem. Therefore, if a description is realistic, the prescription that it
necessitates will also be realistic.

Regarding Putnam's third statement, which also presupposes description and prescription, it should be
said: The presupposition of description and prescription in al-Farabi and Putnam can be explained in
such a way that the process of perception is a voluntary process, which makes our knowledge based on
a value system. But al-Farabi and Putnam fundamentally disagree on the rest of the matter: According
to this explanation, we must always have a basic value or descriptive judgment that itself has no
presuppositions, otherwise a kind of sequence will arise; But Putnam denies any kind of basic
knowledge, while al-Farabi believes in rational basic knowledge that reveals reality.

5. Finally, in our opinion, the criterion that al-Farabi has for valuing is a guarantee of its reality, because
he sees the criterion of the value of human volitional states in fulfilling the true goal, that is, the levels
of divine proximity which has an external existence independent of human beings; And that is why his
valuation is objective, realistic, and anti-conventional and anti-relativist. But on the other hand, Putnam's
views do not meet the criterion of moral objectivity because, for him, the reality of values is not based
on their existence independent of humanity, and one’s culture and perspective; Therefore, as these
matters change, values also change, and the result of this is relativism in ethics.
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