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Abstract

Near-death experience (NDE) is one of those issues that has recently caught the attention of the public and
has raised concerns within the scholarly community. Various interpretations have been offered based on
different assumptions. Relying on Mulla Sadra philosophy and employing a descriptive-analytical method,
this article seeks to provide a philosophical explanation of the nature and characteristics of these
experiences. Considering that humans have an ideal (mithali) and immaterial dimension in addition to the
physical dimension, | have concluded that people with these experiences, through detachment from their
bodies or via reducing attachment or attention to their bodies, concentrate on their “ideal and connective
imaginal” (mithal wa Khiale muttasil) aspects of themselves, and have, consequently, conceived things they
report. If these people are freed from the features of contiguous idea and imagination, such as a) being a
reservoir and provider of sensory images, b) being an image-maker, c) being a space for the activities of the
Satan, they will be transferred to the world of discontiguous idea (mithal munfasil) and perceive things from
that realm. Due to the rarity of people who are able to free themselves from the power of imagination, what
the general observers of near-death experiences perceive is in their contiguous imagination and idea. All
extraordinary things that they undergo see, hear, touch, taste or smell in the contiguous or discontiguous
idea have been perceived through their inner senses. Based on the direct role of the soul in perception,
someone who reaches the level of ideal immateriality (tajurrd-i mithali) can also see the material world,
even better than before reaching this level.
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Introduction & Problem Statement
Near-death experiences (NDESs) constitute phenomena wherein individuals report detachment from their
physical bodies accompanied by extraordinary perceptions, followed by returning to corporeal
existence. These experiences exert profound impacts on experiencers. NDEs gained public recognition
following Raymond Moody's publication "Life After Life." Among various approaches to understanding
NDEs, one particularly insightful method involves philosophical doctrines and rational explanations.

Methodology
This study examines the ontological and anthropological doctrines of Sadraian philosophy (al-Hikma
al-Muta'aliya) through rational analysis to uncover the true nature of these experiences.

Discussion

According to Sadra’s philosophy, the imaginal world (al-‘alam al-mithal) represents a higher ontological
realm superior to the material world, containing more perfect manifestations of all material existence.
The imaginal world divides into two modes: connected (muttasil) and disconnected (munfasil). The
disconnected imaginal world exists independently of the human soul, while the connected mode subsists
through the rational soul and contains imaginal forms within its cognitive faculty. In terms of scope, the
human soul is termed the "lesser imaginal world" (al-mithal al-asghar), while the cosmos constitutes the
"greater imaginal world" (al-mithal al-akbar). Entities in the connected imaginal world may be purely
human mental constructs, unlike those in the disconnected imaginal world which possess objective
reality independent of human cognition.

Both modes of the imaginal world share four key characteristics evident in NDEs:

1. Non-material nature

2. Absence of material temporality and spatiality

3. Interiority and intuitive perception through inner faculties (quwa batina)

4. Intensified emotional experiences (sorrow, joy, pleasure)

From the perspective of Sadra’s philosophical anthropology, human beings possess stratified
existence: a material bodily dimension that situates them in the physical world (‘alam al-dunya), and an
immaterial soul (nafs) with an imaginal aspect that places it in the intermediary world (‘alam al-
barzakh), giving it fundamentally liminal identity. The soul's primary function involves governing the
material dimension of human existence, hence its attention remains focused thereon. As the soul's
attention to the physical body diminishes, it enters the imaginal dimension - either the human imaginal
world or the cosmic imaginal world. NDE subjects experience this transition from material to imaginal
existence.

To comprehend matters pertaining to the soul's inner realm, it employs the imaginative faculty
(quwwat al-khayal) due to its affinity with the imaginal world. The imagination possesses four
distinctive characteristics:

1. Susceptibility to satanic interference

2. Creative and constructive capacity

3. Retention of sensory-derived images

4. Function as the soul's bridge to the imaginal world

In reality, the soul transitions from the sensory level to the imaginal level. Considering both the
natural world and imaginal world, through unification with its perceptions, the human subject passes
from connected imagination to the disconnected imaginal world. Given these characteristics, NDE
perceptions may correspond to either mode.

Philosophically speaking, due to the soul's essential connection to the body, during states of severed
or reduced connection with materiality, the soul moves toward the imaginal body (al-jism al-mithalf).
What validates something as a body is its capacity to receive the soul's operations. Therefore, the
imaginal dimension of human existence may also be considered a body. The imaginal body, being non-
material, lacks the limitations of the physical body, explaining the freedom the sujects report during
NDEs.
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Human observations during states of reduced bodily attachment may be influenced by prior
knowledge and experiences. In other words, human imagination in forming its perceptions remains
susceptible to various factors including beliefs, religious convictions, inclinations, loves and hatreds,
aspirations, devotional practices, concepts, socio-cultural backgrounds, and personal values.
Consequently, NDE accounts may represent constructed perceptions based on these predispositions.

According to Sadraian philosophical thought, the soul serves as the primary perceiver - fulfilling the
roles of seer, hearer, and tactile perceiver - being fundamentally the agent of perception. Therefore,
when one sensory modality becomes impaired, another faculty compensates, enabling perception of the
entire world. Given the doctrine of sensory intuition and the soul's direct role in perception, NDE
observations remain valid even when external senses are inoperative. Experiencers demonstrate the
ability to perceive beyond physical obstacles with remarkable clarity and breadth - simultaneously
observing objects from multiple angles and perspectives, such as viewing rooms through walls or
perceiving all surroundings at once.

Conclusion
The perceptions and observations of those undergoing near-death experiences occur within the soul's
domain. In some cases, individuals witness their lifelong experiences or imaginary constructs within
their psychic realm, while in others they enter the imaginal world and perceive its objective realities.
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