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The concept of meaning is among the most widely discussed topics of
theoretical debate in architecture. The present study explores this
concept from philosophical, social, and environmental points of view
and examines its presentation in established approaches in architecture,
including the hermeneutic, linguistic, and semasiological ones, as well
as those approaches that focus on urban design, and environmental
psychology. The study aims to arrive at a comprehensive approach to
the question of meaning in architecture. The present study attempts to
answer the question of what elements constitute meaning in architecture
to formulate a comprehensive approach to the subject. Drawing on
theoretical frameworks from philosophy, linguistics, semiotics,
environmental psychology, and human geography, the research
identifies semantic layers-namely denotative, connotative, and
symbolic-that manifest within architectural experience and design.
Adopting a qualitative and methodologically driven approach, the study
employs content analysis and comparative methods. It collects
theoretical texts through purposeful sampling, codes conceptual themes,
conducts interdisciplinary comparative analysis, and ultimately
formulates a comprehensive conceptual model of meaning in
architecture. Findings reveal that architectural meaning transcends
formal and functional attributes, and is shaped by four key dimensions:
origin of meaning (cognitive, cultural, linguistic), mechanisms of
meaning-making (perception, sign, language), semantic layers
(denotative, connotative, symbolic), and the lived experience of the
observer. This interdisciplinary framework supports the design of
spaces that concurrently deliver legibility, experiential richness, and
symbolic resonance.
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