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Introduction

This study presents a critical methodological examination of Iran's population policy
ecosystem in response to the country's persistently low fertility rate, which has fallen
below replacement level. The proliferation of governmental, legislative, and academic
initiatives aimed at stimulating population growth reveals a significant gap: the
absence of a coherent, scientifically-grounded, and interdisciplinary analytical
framework to inform such strategies.

Literature Review

The theoretical underpinnings of population dynamics are dissected through five
interdisciplinary lenses: 1) The creational/cognitive dimension linking population
density and distribution to climatic and ecological fundamentals, as supported by
Malthusian and contemporary ecological models. 2) The qualitative/prescriptive
dimension concerning human resource development and healthy aging to extend
productive lifespans. 3) The descriptive dimension of green technology required to
sustainably meet the needs of a growing population. 4) The cultural dimension
analyzing the impact of consumerism, lifestyle choices, and shifting values on fertility
desires. 5) The cognitive dimension of equilibrium between birth and mortality rates,
considering carrying capacity.

Methodology

This applied qualitative research employs a latent, deductive, and directional
qualitative content analysis method. It synthesizes scattered theories from a
management science perspective, analyzing a targeted, theoretical, and accessible
sample of literature. The approach is systematic, aiming to validate and expand a pre-
existing conceptual framework by extracting implicit themes and logical constructs
from diverse interdisciplinary sources.

Findings

The meta-synthesis yields a five-dimensional systemic framework for population
policy-making, conceptualized as two interacting spheres:

The Creational (Non-Orthogonal) Dimension: Represents the cognitive and ecological
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foundation where population size is inherently regulated by environmental carrying
capacity and long-term natural equilibria, independent of policy intervention.

The Affirmative (Orthogonal) Dimensions: Encompass four prescriptive and policy-
actionable domains; 1) Qualitative population enhancement through human
development, 2) Green technology development for sustainable resource use, 3)
Cultural re-engineering towards values favoring family formation, and 4) Strategic
pursuit of demographic equilibrium.

The core finding is that effective population strategy requires choosing between
accepting the "non-orthogonal green dynamism" of natural limits and proactively
engaging with the integrated and demanding requirements of all four affirmative
dimensions.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Current Iranian population strategies are critiqued for lacking a solid, integrated
theoretical and methodological foundation. The proposed model serves as a strategic
roadmap, emphasizing that policy success hinges on either acknowledging natural
demographic forces or committing to a comprehensive, systemic intervention across
technological, cultural, and human development fronts. Recommendations include: 1)
Adopting this interdisciplinary framework as a blueprint for coherent policy design, 2)
Prioritizing investments in green technology and sustainable resource management as
a prerequisite for supporting population growth, and 3) Launching cultural and
educational initiatives to reshape public perceptions of prosperity, family, and
consumption away from materialistic hedonism.
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