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Today, in many countries of the world, including Iran, due to the many open and
hidden capacities in the two-way interaction of rural and urban centers in the
regional area, the governments have always considered the establishment of rural-
urban linkages.; But despite this, the capacity of these linkages has not been utilized
as much as it should be in our country. The current research, with a future research
approach using the scenario writing method, has analyzed the future state of the
capacity of rural-urban linkages and the economic reconstruction of the rural space
in Qom province. This research, which is practical in terms of purpose, has been
compiled by describing and analyzing information in two ways, questionnaire and
documents. To analyze the data, Mic Mac software and Scenario Wizard were used,
and screening and validation of indicators and future forecasting were carried out in
the context of decision-making about the capacity of rural-urban linkages to rebuild
the economic atmosphere of the village of Qom province. The geographical scope
of this research is Qom province. The findings of this research showed that 20
drivers were effective as the main capacities of rural-urban linkages and economic
reconstruction of the rural area in the study area, and based on these drivers,
scenario writing was presented. Among the most important key factors in the final
rating of this research, are the importance of increasing the quality and accessibility
of the roads between the city and the village, the partnership and investment of
urban areas in rural activities, the expansion of rural-urban public transportation
services and He pointed out the construction of urban industrial and workshop units
in the villages. In this research, by identifying the most important driving forces, the
planning approach with the scenario writing method was used. The best and most
ideal possible conditions refer to the driving elements such as the quality and
accessibility of the roads between the city and the village, the partnership and
investment of the cities in rural activities, etc. will be positive.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction

In numerous countries worldwide, including
Iran, the establishment of rural-urban linkages
has  consistently garnered  governmental
attention due to the substantial explicit and
implicit capacities inherent in the reciprocal
interactions between rural and urban centers at
regional levels. Nevertheless, the potential of
these linkages remains underutilized within our
nation. In this context, Douglas posits that the
functions and roles performed by cities in most
rural areas are a consequence of mutual
dependencies, devoid of any unilateral urban-to-

Methodology

This research, in terms of purpose, is an applied
study with a futures studies approach,
employing scenario planning to analyze the
future state of rural-urban linkage capacities and
the economic reconstruction of rural space in
Qom province. The data collection and final
research results are considered qualitative. In
this study, using the MICMAC method, after
identifying key variables and components from
the experts' perspective, a matrix of cross-
impact analysis was formed, and the level of
interaction between these variables was
determined through expert opinions. Finally,
utilizing the Delphi technique, the indicators
were screened and validated. Subsequently, the
Scenario Wizard software was used to forecast
the future and develop scenarios for decision-

Results and Discussion

In this research, considering the identification of
various dimensions of the subject, a futures
study was conducted on the capacities of rural-
urban linkages and the economic
transformations of rural space. Influential
factors and key drivers in this area were
identified based on the subject literature,
research background, field surveys, and
interviews  with  experts from relevant
organizations in the rural economy and rural
planning specialists. Subsequently, a cross-
impact matrix of these factors was presented to
local experts and officials for reviewing the
dimensions and  components of the
questionnaire and assigning weights to them.
The weighting of indicators was performed
through pairwise comparisons, and the level of

Conclusion

The capacity of rural-urban linkages for the
economic reconstruction of rural areas has not
witnessed significant positive dynamism in

rural causality. Cities serve as pivotal hubs for
large-scale agricultural markets and the regional
and supra-regional distribution of rural
commodities. In the studied region (rural-urban
settlements of Qom Province), despite the
significant role that rural-urban linkages and the
exploitation of their facilities and capacities can
play in the economic reconstruction of rural
areas, the potential of these linkages has been
comparatively underutilized, both nationally and
particularly within Qom Province.

making regarding rural-urban linkage capacities
in the economic reconstruction of rural space in
Qom province. Furthermore, the description and
analysis of information were conducted through
questionnaire and documentary methods. The
statistical population of this research comprises
experts, including 31 academic experts from
universities such as Shahid Beheshti, Tehran,
Tarbiat Modares, Kharazmi, and Tabriz, as well
as experts from the Management and Planning
Organization, Agricultural Jihad, Governorate,
Provincial Governorate, and the Municipalities
Organization of Qom province. In the
qualitative section of the research, the sample
size continued using the snowball sampling
method until theoretical saturation was reached.

interaction between variables was measured
with numbers between zero and three, based on
the degree of importance and uncertainty. The
findings of this study revealed that 20 drivers
were influential as the main capacities of rural-
urban linkages and the economic reconstruction
of rural space in the studied area, based on
which scenarios were developed. Among the
most critical key drivers in the final scoring of
this research, in order of importance, are the
improvement of the quality and accessibility of
roads between cities and villages, urban
investment and partnerships in rural activities,
expansion of rural-urban public transportation
services, and the establishment of urban
industrial and workshop units in rural areas.

recent decades, and in recent years, it has faced
even greater challenges. Therefore, it
necessitates a thorough and comprehensive
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understanding of the key drivers within the
context of recognizing the influential and
influenced components of the system. Since the
science of futures studies encompasses a set of
efforts that, by searching for resources, patterns,
and factors of change or stability, visualizes
potential futures and plans for them, it reflects
how the reality of "tomorrow" emerges from the
change (or stability) of "today," considering the
conditions of each region. Hence, in this
research, by identifying the most important key
driving forces, a scenario planning approach
was employed. The results obtained from the
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