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Urban public spaces are envisioned to be vibrant, engaging, and secure
environments for residents. Mitigating crime rates and safeguarding community
members from hazards and disturbances are essential aspects contributing to
sustainability, notably within the social context. This article initially explores the
fundamental principles and design patterns relevant to urban public spaces and their
role in crime reduction. Subsequently, an analysis of the Posht Shahr neighborhood
in Bandar Abbas is conducted. The examination of crime types in this area leads to
the identification of four effective crime prevention principles in urban planning:
monitoring, controlling entrances, reinforcing territorial boundaries, and crime
protection. These principles offer practical and tailored solutions based on the
studied sample. The research methodology adopted is a descriptive-analytical
approach, which entails content analysis through library documentation and field
observations, in line with the applied-developmental goal. This study concentrates
on the posht Shahr neighborhood located in the central region of Bandar Abbas city.
To achieve the research objectives, four primary criteria and nine selected sub-
criteria were utilized to assess the potential locations. These criteria were weighted
using the Analytic Network Process (ANP) model, resulting in the identification of
two suitable sites for urban public space in the Posht Shahr neighborhood. The
evaluation of three potential construction sites for urban public spaces in Posht
Shahr revealed that site 2 (scoring 0.414) and site 1 (scoring 0.3313) were deemed
favorable. These results underscore the most viable locations for urban public space
development in this neighborhood. This research, drawing insights from theories,
research, and case studies, has successfully pinpointed the determinants that drive
individuals to these locations. It is expected that the establishment of such spaces
will lead to a decline in crime and delinquency.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction
Today's psychologists have observed that an

individual's emotional, psychological, and moral
responses are deeply intertwined with their
upbringing and living environment (Nouhi,
2008: 88). However, contemporary specialists in
this field are currently pondering the extent to
which human behaviors are influenced by
natural surroundings and how these behaviors
interact with environmental characteristics. The
environment holds the potential to impact
behavior, thereby exerting either a direct or
indirect effect on the prevalence of criminal
activities. Elements of the environment,
including color, light, and spatial dimensions,
have historically been harnessed to shape
human behavior. This longstanding practice of
utilizing the environment to influence behavior
underscores  the  profound impact of
surroundings on individuals.

In addition to traditional crime prevention
strategies that have predominantly focused on
altering personality traits and addressing the
social, political, and economic roots of crime, a
mechanical approach to crime prevention has
emerged as a prevailing viewpoint in the field of
crime  prevention (Gassen 1376, 610).
Consequently, a brief examination of Kevin
Lynch's urban design theories, John Lang's
environmental psychology insights, Christopher
Alexander's principles of place, and BID3's
urban management theories will be conducted
using a neighborhood case study example
(Posht Shahr neighborhood in Bandar Abbas
city). The primary aim of this research article is
to elucidate the role of urban public spaces in
crime reduction and security enhancement.
Subsequently, recommendations for the design
and strategic placement of urban public spaces
to mitigate crime will be proposed based on the
specific case example of Posht Shahr
neighborhood in Bandar Abbas city.

Methodology

This research was conducted in a descriptive
and analytical manner to elucidate the impact of
urban public spaces on crime reduction and
security, as well as to identify suitable locations
for such spaces. The study focused on the Posht
Shahr neighborhood in Bandar Abbas city,
utilizing a crime reduction framework. Data
collection involved documentary research and
on-site observations to extract relevant criteria
pertaining to the research topic. The Analytic
Network Process (ANP) methodology was
employed to assign comparative weights to each
criterion in the location selection process.

Results and Discussion

After evaluating the desirability of three
potential sites for the establishment of urban
public spaces in the Posht Shahr neighborhood,
the rankings of the sites have been determined
and are detailed in Table 1. Analysis of the table
reveals that Site 2, with a score of 0.414, and
Site 1, with a score of 0.3313, emerge as the
most favorable locations for the development of
urban public spaces within this neighborhood.

Conclusion

The built environment plays a significant role in
shaping human behavior, as it can either
facilitate criminal activities by providing
opportunities or deter crimes by enhancing
residents' surveillance capabilities.  Proper
design and utilization of spaces not only
contribute to an improved quality of life but also
aid in crime prevention. By restricting access
and minimizing criminal opportunities, the
mechanical approach to crime prevention
addresses the root causes of crime. The case
study of Posht Shahr neighborhood in Bandar
Abbas city highlighted the negative impact of
poorly planned spaces, which lead to a lack of
public activities and social interactions,
consequently fostering crime within the urban
setting. Through the network analysis process,
specifically utilizing the Analytic Network
Process (ANP), the study was able to effectively
address urban issues by incorporating both
quantitative and qualitative criteria, ensuring
consistency in judgments, and offering a
comprehensive framework for decision-making
that surpasses traditional limitations.
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Table 1. Calculation of the desirability index for potential sites for urban public spaces in the Posht
Shahr neighborhood of the city and their ranking determination.

Relative importance in the ranking of S e

sites Relative
importance of Sub-criteria Qualities
Site 3 Site 2 Site 1 Site 3 Site 2 Site 1 sub-criteria
Life, cultures Centers of
.07119 12024 .08559 .257 436 .308 .288 and activities population
gravity
2.54E-01 .02283 .00762 .078 .692 .233 .035 Social needs (CPG)
.0443 .063120 .0193 .352 497 154 129 Phantasm readability
02967 .01007 01324 56 19 24 055 Focal points (RE)
Adapting to
.03079 .05564 .03078 .263 474 .263 118 challenging flexibility
situations (FL)
.04588 .05170 .02641 .37 417 212 125 adaptation
03745 03747 0562 286 286 428 133 Attract the
crowd
Social
01102 03334 01866 176 528 298 064 monitoring access
. (ACC)
Security of
.03981 .01988 .0153 531 .265 .205 .076 urban public
spaces
J
.315081 416077 .2831 D; = Z w; Ej; Lane's proposed relationship
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