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ABSTRACT

Introduction: In order to reduce the increasing challenges of rural settlements, especially in developing countries,
tourism development is an option that most scholars agree on. Geotourism is one of the most important subsectors of
the tourism industry; one of its main goals is the development of local communities. The Qori Qale tourism sample
area has always welcomed a significant number of tourists in recent years due to its natural and human attractions.
Research Aim: Considering the nature of geotourism, the main objective of the present study is to investigate how it
affects key dimensions of rural development and to identify factors affecting the development of the impact of
geotourism.

Methodology: In terms of methodology, this study is in the descriptive-analytical research group. The statistical
population includes all tourism sector activists, among whom 119 people were selected completely randomly. The
main tool for collecting field data is a researcher-made questionnaire, the validity and reliability of which have been
examined and confirmed based on the principles of field research. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used in
SPSS software to analyze the data.

Studied Area: This study was conducted in the Quri Qaleh tourism sample area (located in Kermanshah province).
Results: The research findings showed that the impact of geotourism on the economic dimension of rural
development was lower than the average level with an average of 2.928, and in the social and environmental
dimensions, it was higher than the average level with an average of 3.31 and 3.337, respectively. The findings of the
study on the overall impact of geotourism on the local community showed that the average obtained with a value of
3.124 was higher than the average level. The findings of the final fitted regression model showed that about 28
percent of the variance of the dependent variable was explained by the three variables of active cooperation of
residents in the field of tourism (Beta = 0.473), financial support from the government sector (Beta = 0.429), and
active cooperation of rural managers with rural residents (Beta = 0.228).

Conclusion: Geotourism development is influenced by various factors, and among them, local community
participation, sustainable support from the government sector, and efficient rural management play a key role in
geotourism development. Overall, geotourism development depends on comprehensive management of geotourism
development in tourism destinations.

KEYWORDS: Tourism, Geotourism, Rural Development, Local Communities, Sample Areas of
Tourism, Quri Qaleh Village, Kermanshah
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