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A Comparative Review of the Protagonist's
Image in the Novels ""Neighbors' by Ahmed
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Youth" by James Joyce based on Lawrence
Kohlberg's Theory
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Abstract

Heroes are among key elements of stories that shape the events of the story with their
behavior. A comparative study of the heroes in the stories of different nations can show the
differences in the society of their origin. One of the tools for comparing heroes is
psychological theories. The psychological theory in this article is Kohlberg's moral theory.
In this theory, the moral development of people is studied at three levels: pre-contractual,
contractual and post-contractual. In the current interdisciplinary research, the heroes in the
novel "Neighbors" and "The Face of the Artist in Youth" are examined and compared based
on the psychological-moral theory of Kohlberg. The novel "Neighbors” by Ahmad
Mahmoud, an Iranian writer, is a realistic work with an extroverted tone; but the novel "The
Face of the Young Artist" by Irish author James Joyce has an introspective style. However,
the temporality of the two books, as well as the similarity of gender and age of the heroes
in the two books, makes comparative criticism of the two possible. In a descriptive-
analytical way and based on interdisciplinary studies, this research investigates and studies
the application of Kohlberg's psychological- moral theory in the behavior of the heroes of
these two novels. This review shows the effect of two different social situations in their
moral development and also seeks to prove the claim that the moral development of people
does not necessarily stop at level three; Rather, just as sometimes personal and social
obstacles and problems prevent a person from moral development, in certain circumstances,
a person can begin his moral development in another direction by a rebirth.
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