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Abstract

Sheikh Saduq has narrated a narration from Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Jahm from Imam Reza
(AS) that he mentioned in a narration the issue of the deceptive transfiguration of Harut and
Marut and after mentioning that Harut and Marut were angels, he stated that people
mistakenly believe that the transfigured being is the star Venus, but rather that it was
transformed into an animal that is in the seas. The chain of this narration is extremely weak
due to the presence of two unknown narrators and two weak narrators. In addition, an
examination of other narrations narrated by Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Jahm shows that his
narrations were extremely vulnerable to the introduction of Israeli material. He even cited
some lIsraeli material in his debate with Imam Reza (AS) in connection with the prophets,
which met with the Imam's (AS) reaction. Accepting the deceptive transformation of Harut
and Marut is closely related to accepting the deception of angels who, according to the
verses of the Quran and authentic narrations, are immune from error and disobedience. On
the other hand, the transformation of that deceptive person into an animal that is absolutely
not recognized by people is another reason for the textual weakness of the narration. The
present study, with the aim of clarifying the material attributed to Imam Reza (AS), has
examined the documentary and textual content of this narration.
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