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Abstract

The rapid development of information technology, the expansion of cyberspace, and the emergence
of cybercrimes have created new challenges for legal systems in ensuring the rights of the accused,
particularly during the stage of notification of charges. This study provides a comparative analysis of
the notification of charges in cybercrimes under Iranian and French law, focusing on its compliance
with the principles of fair trial and the protection of the defendant’s rights. The research employs a
descriptive-analytical and comparative method, drawing on library resources, legislation, judicial
precedents, and international legal instruments. Findings indicate that both legal systems formally
recognize the principle of informing the accused of charges. However, France, with its structured
procedural framework and advanced electronic tools, provides more effective guarantees for
implementing this principle. In Iran, the 2013 Criminal Procedure Code emphasizes the necessity of
explicit notification. Indeed, weaknesses in electronic infrastructure, lack of specific guidelines for
cybercrimes, poor coordination between the Cyber Police and the prosecutor’s office, and limited
access of the accused to legal counsel weaken defense rights. In France’s digital judicial systems,
precise standards for electronic notification, mandatory presence of a lawyer from the earliest stages
of interrogation, and access to digital case files ensure more effective realization of the principle of
notification of charges. The study concludes that strengthening legal and technical safeguards,
providing specialized training for judicial authorities, and learning from France’s experience can
play a vital role in ensuring fair notification of charges and protecting defendants’ rights in
cybercrime cases in Iran.
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