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Abstract

Death, as humanity's oldest concern, has been extensively reflected in literary texts. One Thousand
and One Nights is one of the most prominent works that portrays death in its various forms and
aspects. This study, by analyzing the narrative structure of the book and concepts related to death in
its tales, demonstrates that death is not only a biological and natural reality but also a key factor in
advancing the narrative and creating suspense. In this collection, death appears in forms such as
natural death, murder and slaughter, supernatural death, romantic death, and ritual death, reflecting
social, religious, and mythological beliefs of Eastern societies intertwined with supernatural and
magical elements. Although Scheherazade escapes death through storytelling and transforms the
cycle of killing into a tool for sustaining life and continuing the narrative, some characters in the tales
consciously embrace death and meet it with acceptance. In One Thousand and One Nights, death is
not merely an inevitable and tragic fate; it becomes a multifaceted concept and a means to depict and
represent love, power, destiny, fate, cunning, stratagem, justice, and a path toward liberation and
transcendence. Drawing on Mar ‘ashipour’s translation, a comprehensive reading of all the tales, and
an examination of the various forms and modes of death, this study offers a clear, in-depth, and
analytical depiction of human fears, hopes, actions, and reactions when confronted with mortality.

Keywords: Death, Narrative, Narrative suspense, Destiny, Folk Literature, One Thousand and One
Night.
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