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Investigating the components of professional ethics from a scientific perspective (Case
study of Hormozgan Province Tax Organization)
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Abstract:

The teaching style and method of assessing professional ethics in accounting and auditing
students show that the professional ethics course is presented to students as a two-credit
course at a specific stage and ends with a written assessment. While formal assessment
should be done using efficient methods that include assessing knowledge, attitude, and
ethical and professional capabilities throughout the entire education period and after
graduation, and should not be limited to assessing the same course in a sectional manner
and solely in the field of ethical theories. Many accounting and auditing students and
activists in this profession not only do not have an appropriate share of the principles and
philosophy supporting the code of professional conduct; but more importantly, they do not
have sufficient ethical skills to understand the value system. It is worth considering that the
performance of organizations is not evaluated and interpreted only in terms of financial
issues. This indicates the significant role of intangible, spiritual and moral factors in the
development of organizations. Professional ethics has been developed as one of the
important and key issues of an administrative system. Considering the position of auditors
and tax auditors in the Tax Affairs Organization as the main source of tax revenue
generation, we decided to focus on the Tax Organization. Therefore, we intend to evaluate
the components of professional ethics in the field of auditing from a scientific perspective
in the Tax Affairs Organization of Hormozgan Province. This research consists of two
qualitative and quantitative parts. In the qualitative part, the grounded theory method was
used with 20 semi-structured interviews. Based on the findings from the qualitative part,
research hypotheses were proposed in the quantitative part and finally 230 questionnaires
were presented. Smart Pls version 3 was used to develop the structural equation model and
SPSS version 26 was used for other analyses. The final result of the study of the
components of professional ethics is the classification of the components into individual
abilities and professional abilities, with spiritual abilities being the most prominent point,
and the intervening factors related to the outcomes of observing the principles of
professional ethics were also discussed.

Keywords: Professional ethics, tax audit, components of ethics, audit
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